The Phlladelphia XI8ER Waid

L d

The raid on the -omsunist Party besdquarters in Philsdelphia
at 2800 5, Broad 5%, differed from the others conducted by agents of the
Dies committes in that in this case they clainm they conducied the
raid under & Tennsylvenis stotute, the old 1919 sedition statute.

The warrant with which they vere srmed reads:

Commonwanlih of Tennsylvanis
County of “hilsdelphia

Te any poliee officer and assistents and Agents and Heputies,
Hembers of the Pennsylvanis Btete Police or any Folies Officerz of the
City and the County of ‘hiladelphin, Greeting:

Whereas, Complaint in writing has been made, before The under-
signed, one of our Vegistrates of the Uity und County of Fhiladelphis,
ipon the oath of thwz snd subseribed by George Hurley, an investigsbor
of the House of Representatives, Vashiungton, D.C., elleging that therve
iz probable cssus believing and does believe, and setting forth reesons
for such belief, that there concesled upon the premises of Sam Miller,
Carl lsaves, Sam Darsy, and other persons unknown, located at 250 S.
Broad Ut., im the City and Gounty of ‘hiladelphie, certein books, records,
writing, putlication, printing, ecut, cartoon or uttersnce documents or
written in zny form which asdvocates furthers or teaches sedition in
Violation of an Aet of Xkm Agsembly of June 26, 1919 { set 2Y5) and se
amended May 10, 1981, Act of "ssembly of State of “ennsy¥vania { Aect2ll).

Now 1t appesring %o the undersigned thet there iz probable
csuse Tfor such belief snd I, Jecob Dogele,Magistrate for the Jity

and County of Fhiladelphia, being so satizsfied that probable wause
exists, these are therefore to Comnand you snd every one of you by
dey, to enter the aforesaid premises, place and thing and then and
there to make diligent seasrch for the above described unlawful articles,
thing and thiogs, and 1f any such be thers found, %o seize and make
return of this Werrant vefore seid Vagistrate forthwith upon its
execution and in gny event within 10 daye thereof, together with the
thing and things/seized usnd teken for disposition we ording to law,
¥{tness our Said Megistrate of Thiladelphia who hath hereto
afiixed his band and Seal this 24 day of April, 1940
/8/ Javab Dogole,
Jaech logole,
Hagistratey Court No. 24
(seal) City and Jounty of Fhidedelphin

Hapndwritten: 3 Boxes containing pupers; i beskedt containing zepers;
2 filing cabinets sontaining papers.
/8/ Alvert i, Granite, 4«2-40




Judge velsh { Vederal Judge George i, elsh) akso drdered the

arrest of Granitz.

The jJurisdiction of ‘he Comuonweslth of Pennsylwvunie terminates
at its border, so that even if the judge is worng, Uies had no business
baving this stuf? in his pocassaion in “ashinpion, The warrank gave
no power or sutbority to the Ji-s committes or ists agenis, and they had
no legel right 1o lesd the reld, or o participate in it.

Vhen they sped acerovss the dlosesh border of the Ltate, even
though it was in the direction oppositiesirom washingion, they showed
they knew they were doing wrong, which thels statoment to the newspapsrmad
guotes above { from New York Times) further reveals,

Amopg the many thinge thet seem fto heve been teaken from the
office was & etition thet had been signed by bwixeds hundreds of
Thiladelyhis citizens supporting the candidacy of & young shoe clerk for
ghe Stote legislatures “hen the iMles sgedis left they took these petitions,
whosh had to be filed, with them, and keot them until 1t was tock lete
to file thegp. Unce filed, of course, the petitions would have been, by
law, publioc, snd thus open % the inswection of the es commitiee and
others, Zuzasmryziixiszrepzriwiziiomt In proventing the filing of the
prtitions the oundidate and all those olo signed wers denidd thedr
c¢ivil rights.

In orderins the ar-eats Bhe Judge declined to take sction sgainat
Mes and othermembers of the commities, saying,”lisciplining of v,

Nies, if that be necessury, lies elsewhere.” He also suid,”I hope we

will not secrifice fresdom and liberty on the altar of patriotiem, Tolere




ande on all sides is necessary todey. The men who conducted this raid
might well and honestly have been dolng their duty. I don't wend this
to degenerate into s ope-men decisbon.” Judse Yeleh declared be weould be
“yery happy® 40 the Supreme “Yourd would review the cuse ss soon as
possible,

Thgervers report that vhen he made his decision the Judge wes
visibly movad and on several occcasions hés wvolee got husky.

A further gquote appears io the Dally Worker for 4/6/40: |

¥1 cennot sit here at 81 years of ago snd not ssy thet I do
hope that our people will try to remember that these civil and cnstitue-
tionsl rights of ouds are so fundemenisl. They were given to us as a
result of the batile of humenity through the sges and must be preserved,
Only by the observance of these rights by sll cur people can our

domocracy stand.”




