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  In Protest 

Witch-Hunter Hears 

| Himself Denounced 

| at Hearing 

| 

) By Adam Lapi 
(Daily Worker Washington Bureau) 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 1.— 

With a blistering attack on 

the Dies Committee, New 

Deal Democrats today upset 

the neatly laid plans of re- 
actionary members of the Rules’ 

Committee for swift, perfunctory 

hearings ending in approval of the 

and drum to go out and make a 

noise should be stopped once and 

for all.” 

With reference to the Dies Com- 
mittee’s last-minute attack on for- 

mer Governor Murphy of Michi- 

gan, he declared that the Commit- 

tee “tock a pillow full of feathers 

and scattered them from the high- 

est steeple top.” 

He described Paul V. Gadola, the 

Republican judge and General Mo- 

tors stockholder who testified before 

the Committee, as “a political 

mountebank and a faker.” 

Dingell asked if Gadola’s expenses 

| were paid for, when Dies replied 
that his expenses were paid for and 

that he was subpoenaed, Dingell 

asked: 

“Why didn’t you subpoena Mur- 
phy?” 

Rep. McGrannery made a vigor- 

ous defense of the national Negro 

Congress which was slandered be- 

fore the Dies Committee. He de- 

clared that he knew its leaders in 
his own city of Philadelphia and its 

National Secretary John P. Davis, 

personally, and knew the Dies Com- 

mittee charges to be unfounded. 

Declaring that “no action by 

the Committee can rectify the 

Geyer suggested that if a Con- 

gressional committee is continued 
it should first sift evidence in 

executive session before branding 

Shirley Temple and others as 

“reds.” : . 

Rep. Voorhis objected particu- 

larly to the charge of Harper 

Knowles, former secretary of the 

Associated Formers, that John 

Clark, Chairman of the California 

State Committee of the Democratic 

Party, is a -Commuinist. 

Amply reinforced by the three 

volumes of the Dies Committee’s! 
published testimony, Rep. Coffee 

declared that he was speaking on 

behalf of the CIO unions in his 

district, half of the A. F. of L. 

unions and many other liberal or- 

ganizations. 

Reading from the Record of the 

Dies Committee, Coffee chaged that 

the attack on prominent citizens 

like Lieutenant Governor Ellis Pat- 

terson of California without oppor- 

tunity to appear in rebuttal was 

“un-American in character.” 

He also cited editorials from lead- 

ing conservative newspapers to 

show the extent of the public dis- 
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H. Jerry Voorhis of California fol- 

‘lowed up by denouncing similar ac- 

tivities in their state. ew 

Others who opposed continuation 

of the Dies Committee were Repre- 

sentatives John Coffee of Washing- 

ton, Caroline O’Day of New York, 
James P, McCrannery of Pennsyl- 

vania and Kent Keller of Illinois. 

MARCANTONIO TO APPEAR 

And the end is not yet in sight. 

Representatives Vito Marcanton‘o 

of New York and Knute Hill of 

Washington are scheduled to appear 

tomorrow, and there may be others) 

While the reactionary majority of 

the Rules Committee will undoubt- 

edly approve the Dies resolution, 

things have not. turned out just as 
they had planned. | ‘ 

Representative Dies, Eugene Cox 

of; Georgia, Hamilton Fish of New 

| York and others had hoped that 

there would not be much ado or 

protest and that the resolution 
could: reach the floor by Friday. 

‘The resolution may still be 

jammed through the Rules Com- 

mittee in time, but the stiff re- 

sistance of l'beral Congressmen has 

been backed up by a storm of na- 

| tion-wide indignation against the 

methods and tactics of the Dies 

‘ Committee. 

The pile of telegrams of protest



  

"With a blistering attack on 

the Dies Committee, New 

Deal Democrats today upset 

the neatly laid plans of re- 
actionary members of the Rules’ 

Committee for swift, perfunctory 

hearings ending in approval of the 

witch-hunt and extension of its life 

for the next two years. 

One after the other, seven Demo- 

cratic Congressmen appeared before 

the powerful House body to de- 

nounce the intervention’ of the Dies 

Committee in last year’s election 

and demand that it be discontinued. 

| In the presence of Rep. Martin 

Dies who is a member of the Rules’ 

‘ Committee, Rep. John Dingell of 

, Michigan assailed his committee’s 
‘pre-election assault on former Gov- 

‘ernor Frank -Mutphy of that state, 
and Representatives Lee Geyer and 

H. Jerry Voorhis of California fol- 

lowed up by denouncing similar ac- 
tivities in their state. et 

Others who opposed continuation 

of the Dies Committee were Repre- 

sentatives John Coffee of Washing- 

ton, Caroline O’Day of New York, 

James P, McCrannery of Pennsyl- 

vania and Kent Keller of Illinois. 

MARCANTONIO TO APPEAR 

And the end is not yet in sight. 

Representatives Vito Marcanton‘o 

of New York and Knute Hill of 

Washington are scheduled to appear 

tomorrow, and there may be others. 

While the reactionary majority of 

the Rules Committee will undoubt- 

edly approve the Dies resolution, 

things have not. turned out just as 

they had planned. . : 

Representative Dies, Eugene Cox 

of. Georgia, Hamilton Fish of New 

York and others had hoped that 
there would not be much ado or 

orotest and that the resolution 
sould: reach the floor by Friday. 

‘The resolution may still be 

jammed through the Rules Com- 

nittee in time, but the stiff re- 

sistance of I‘baral Congressmen has 

yeen backed up by a storm of na-~ 

jion-wide indignation against the 

nethods and tactics of the Dies 

Fommittee. 

The pile of telegrams of protest 
m the desk of Chairman Adolph 
Sabath of the Rules Committee 

‘rom persons who wefe slandered by 

dies and demanding a hearing 

teeps growing all the time. 

Pointing to the heap of papers 

vefore him, Sabath, who is vigor- 
yusly opposing the resolution, said: 

‘I think I have resolutions of pro-     est from 85 per cent of American 

abor.” 

FUND CUT LIKELY | 
| As a result of the growing oppo 

ition to the Dies committee, it is 

| onsidered likely that several im- 

| vortant changes will take place. The 
150,000 asked by Dies will prob- 

| bly be cut down to $100,000 or 
| ess, liberal Congressmen may be 

.dded, and the secpe of the investi- 

cation may be more strictly defined. 

Even among conservative Con- 

‘ressmen there is now a recognition 

hat the Dies Committee will have 

© proceed more carefully and with 

ess reckless assault on the reputa- 

ions of outstanding citizens. 

Today’s witnesses agreed that the 

\bjective of an investigation into 

in-American activities is laudable 

ut that the personnel of the Com- 

aittee must be changed if a serious 

robe isto take place. 

Liberals are vreparing to rally 

rovnd a substitute resolution of- 

ered by Rep. Keller creating a new 

ommittee with 11 members. The 

acreased size is expected to over 
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“Few VAIOECU CIdtb 
the attack on prominent citizens 
like Lieutenant Governor Ellis Pat- 
terson of California without oppor- 
tunity to appear in rebuttal was 
“un-American in character.” 
; He also cited editorials from lead~ 
ing conservative newspapers to 
show the extent of the public dis- 
approval of the way in which the 

Dies Committee has been conduct- 
ing itself,
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more adequate opportunity for rep- 

resentation of the New Deal point 

of view. 

There were several heated clashes 

between Dies, Fish and Cox on the 

one hand and the liberal opponents 

of the witch-hunt on the other. 

Dies interrupted the first few wit- 

nesses frequently. Later he agreed 

to hold his comments and make 

them all at one time tomorrow. 

“TIN HORN” PRACTICE 

Rep. Dingell charged in a bitter 

and impassioned representation 

that the practice of giving a Con- 

gressional committee “a tin horn 

and drum to go out and make a 

noise should be stopped once and 

for all.” 

With reference to the Dies Com- 
mittee’s last-minute attack on for- 

mer Governor Murphy of Michi- 

gan, he declared that the Commit- 

tee “tock a pillow full of feathers 

and scattered them from the high- 

est steeple top.” 

He described Paul V. Gadola, the 

Republican judge and General Mo- 

j tors stockholder who testified before 

the Committee, as “a political 

mountebank and a faker.” 

Dingell asked if Gadola’s expenses 

were paid for, when Dies replied 

that his expenses were paid for and 

that he was subpoenaed, Dingell 

asked: . 

“Why didn’t you subpoena Mur- 
phy?” 

Rep. McGrannery made a vigor- 

ous defense of the national Negro 

Congress which was slandered hbe- 

fore the Dies Committee. He de- 

clared that he knew its leaders in 
his own city of Philadelphia and its 

National Secretary John P. Davis, 

personally, and knew the Dies Com- 

mittee charges to be unfounded. 

Declaring that “no action by 

the Committee can rectify the 

wrong that has been done,’ he 

asked that a new committee pro- 

trom the $500,000 he mentioned! 
yesterday to $10,000 with offers of | 

only $100 from 100 people. 

Sabath followed up stating that 

“it would be interesting to have the | 
names of these people. I would like 

to know who are these people who 

must have a special interest.” 

FOR JUSTICE DEP’T QUIZ 

After assailing the methods used 

by the Committee in its California 

campaign activities, Geyer declared 

that the Department of Justice 

had “the facilities, the experience 

and the personnel for a réal in- 

vestigation of un-American activy- 
ities,” 

Geyer suggested that if a Con- 

gressional committee is continued 

it should first sift evidence in 

executive session before branding 

Shirley Temple and others as 
“reds,” 

Rep. Voorhis objected particu- 

larly to the charge of Harper 

Knowles, former secretary of the 

Associated Formers, that John 

Clark, Chairman of the California 

State Committee of the Democratic 

Party, is a Communist, 

Amply reinforced by the three 

volumes of the Dies Committee’s 

published testimony, Rep. Coffee 

declared that he was speaking on 

behalf of the CIO unions in his 

district, half of the A. F. of L. 

uniens and many other liberal or- 

ganizations. 

Reading from the Record of the 

Dies Committee, Coffee chaged that 

the attack on prominent citizens 

like Lieutenant Governor Ellis Pat- 

terson of California without oppor- 

tunity to appear in rebuttal was 

“un-American in character.” 

He also cited editorials from lead- 

ing conservative newspapers to 

show the extent of the public dis- 

approval of the way in which the 

Dies Committee has been conduct-   ceeding along more judicial lines 

be set up. 

“Ym very much surprised that 

| the Committee did not have be- 

fore it a real Communist like Earl 

Browder,” he added. 

One of the most vigorous and 
searching attacks on the Committee 

was launched by Rep. Keller who 

demanded to know why the Asso- 

ciated Farmers and other reaction- 

ary groups were not probed. 
Referring to the Associated 

; Farmers, he described it as a ‘“‘sub- 

‘ versive organization, if I ever heard 

one,” 

| WHOSE CASH 
Keller demanded to know the 

| names of the 100 people who Dies 

:said had offered to contribute 

$5,000 each, 

Dies at first offered to open up 

the files of his Committee, put 

when Cox and others objected he 

apparently changed his mind, and! 
no decision was arrived at on this! 

point. ; 

He also changed his mind on the 

sum that was offered to his Com 

nittee. He scaled the figure do- 

  

ing itself.  


