
  

  

{| RED GROWTH SWIFT, 
MATTHEWS ASSERTS 
‘United Front’ Gain in Nation 

in Last Few Years Has Far 
Outrun Hopes, He Says 

  

  

POINTS TO NEW DEAL AIMS Gr . 

|| Likens sohe to Those of Com- 
munists — Alleges. Plans to 
Absorb Democratic Party 

Qe 
Specia) to@nuz Naw Yore Timms, 

WASHINGTON, Aug. 22.—The 
“united front” movement of the 
Communist party had made more 
progress in the United States in a 
few recent years than had been 
hoped for in fifty and the move- 
ment continued in full sawing, 
James B. Matthews of Washing- 
ton, N. J., former president of the 
American League Against War and 
Fascism, testified today before the 
Special House Committee to Inves- 
tigate Un-American Activities in 
the United States. 
Mr. Matthews, who began his 

testimony Saturday, declared that 
major aims in the American pro- 
gram of the Communists were the 
disruption if not the absorption of 
the Democratic party, the control 
of labor unions and-the placing of 
persons of Communist: views or 
sympathies in responsible govern- 
ment positions, . 

In answer to a question, the wit- 
ness said it was clear that certain 
immediate objectives of the Roose- 
velt Administration were very little 
different from ‘objectives of the 
Communist party. 

It was a matter of “pride and 
boasting’’ in Communist party cir- 
cles, he testified, that the Commu- 
nist party had “its friends, and 
sympathizers situated strategically 
in every important institution in 
this country~government agencies, 

    
newspapers, magazines, the 
churches, women’s clubs, trade 
unions, universities and colleges 
and in industry.” 

Definitions Held Different 

The Communist party, he added, 
had no interest {n peace, job se- 
curity or civit liberties as those 
things are understood by the aver- 
age American. 
“They are,” he asserted, ‘the 

temporary ideas and ideals which 
the Communist party utilizes for 
its objective of bringing about class 
war, almost universal insecurity, 

‘and the complete abolition of civil 
; liberties.” 

Manoeuvres in America to im- 
ipress “the gullible’ that the Com- 

munist party was in favor of peace- 

ful methods of accomplishing its 

objectives "were wholly false, he 
| said, 

“The principle which 1s unalter- 
-able in communism,” he continued, 
‘Ys that violence, in which Com- 
munists take the offensive against 

the bourgeoisie, is necessary for 
the’ setting up of the dictatorship 
of the proletariat.’ 

In a prepared statement the wit- 
ness said? 
“There are four orders of indi- 

viduals who make up a Communist 
united front. We used all of them 
in the work of the American 
League. 

“First, thera are the Communist 
| party members. Sometimes their   
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Alfred M. Landon of Kansag ig 
mot the only former Presidential 
nominee who has found consolation 

in his own defeat. Arriving yes- 
terday on the Cunard. White Star 
Mner Queen Mary. after’ vacations 
aboard were two. other-men who 
once. were aspirants for the post 
of Chief: Executive of the United 
States, and both agreed during the 
crossing from Cherbourg that they 
had no regrets. 
Chief Justice Charles Evans 

Hughes declined to be interviewed 
when the Queen Mary arrived, say- 
ing merely that he and Mrs. 

Hughes had enjoyed their two- 
Month vacation in Italy and 

  

Haghes and “Davis Retarn From Europe; 
Both Glad They Never Got to Be President 

   | Pimes Wide World 
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Switzerland and that he returned 
rested and in excellent health, 
John W. Davis, unsuccessful 

Democratic candidate in 1924, said, 
(however, that he and tha Chief 
Justice had discussed the point the 
night before as the ship neared 
New York. 

“Justice Hughes and I agreed 
that we never regretted for a split 
second that we were beaten in the 
Presidential elections,” he related. 
Mr. Davis said that the British 

were less apprehensive about a 

crisis in Europe’s political turmoil 
than they had been on his last 
visit two years ago. Their minds 
are “‘filled with their own \prob- 
lems,"" he said. 

  
  

was a different story, he added, in 
the case of the Committee fer In- 
dustrial Organization. 

“Tt was not very long ago when 
John L. Lewis, ‘head of'the C. I. 0., 
was the man’ most hated by the 
Communist leaders in this country,” 
he teclafed. “Today they are hang- 
ing te“his coattails. 

-Names Some “Red Unions’ 
“In most cases “A. F. of L. trade 
unichs were more difficult to*enrolt 
in the united front, In those days, 
five years ago, the Communists had 
set up their own Red unions under 
an international body with head- 
quarters in Moscow. 

“Among these red unions which 
were participating in. the newly 

formed American League were the 
National’ Textilé Workers Union, 
the National Mine Workers Union, 
the Marine Workers Industrial 
Union, the Needle Trade Workers 
Industrial Union. 
“Their presence tn. our united 

front’ was all thé ‘proof that A, F. 
of L. unions génerally needed’ to 
establish the Communist control of 
the American. League, . There. were, 
however, a few-A. F..of-L: uiilons 
in which Communists’.were éffec- 
tively boring. Although they con- 
stituted. an insignificant numerical 
minority in these. unions, the 

‘planted’ Communists were instruc- 
ted by the party to introduce reso- 
lutions of affiliation with the Amer- 
‘ican League. A number of these 
resolutions were adopted, although 

the union. membership generally 
had no idea of what they were do-   ing. .   

an attack upon the Soviet Union, 
the American Leagué’s first and 
only loyalty: was ta the Soviet 
Union, and ‘to the'end, of fulfilling 
this loyalty, efforts ~would:-be, made 
to cripple the: basic -industries of 
the United States s! 
this country’s deféat, cluding 
mutiny.in the army; if, on the other 
hand, the United States should side 
with the Soviet Union, then the 
American League would wholeheart- 
edly support the United States, and 
the war would not be called an im- 
perialist war, but rather class war 
on an fnternational scale. Outright 
pacifista who abjured ‘all wars, in- 

cluding class war, were to be ex- 
posed and fought.’ . 
“Let's go back to labor for.a mo- 

ment,’’ interrupted Representative 
Mason of Illinois. ‘I ask you if 
you have any knowledge of any 
C. I. O, organizers being members 
of the Communist. party?” 

“I do,” replied Mr, Matthews. 
“Will you supply the committee 

with the names?” ao 
“I will. I- recall. in the case of 

Harry Bridges that we were told 
that if he was landed he. could be 
used: to paralyze shipping. on. ‘the 

Paelfic n 
to get Communists in the Blectric 

Boat plant, which is one of the 
principal yards building submarines 
for the United States Navy. 
“Henderson assured me that the 

Communists had men in certain 
other industrial plants where they 
would be of service in event of an 
emergency or a war. The scheme 
was to sabotage these plants in the 
event the United States took sides 

    
   

Coast. The- plan was also’ 

er, took. the chair to deny that he 
was a Communist. He said he was 
for the C. I. 0. and the Spanish 
Loyalists, against’ Fascism and for 
peace and democracy. He was re- 

plying to a statement made by Mr. 
Matthews Saturday that Mr. Broun 
told Kim he quit the Socialist party! 
to bp free to work with Com: | 

munists. ' 
When Mr. Broun declared that 

the investigation ‘‘would get no- 
where,’ Chairman Dies banged his 
gavel.and told him he was excused. 
The committee heard briefly the 

testimony of several workers on the 
Federal Theatre Project tn New 
York... Thay supported testimony 

given Saturday and yesterday that 
Communists are active in the or- 
ganization and that the Workers 
Alliance, which ia alleged to be 

largely Communistic, had a major 
voice in the administration of the 
project. 

The committee will end its hear- 
ings in Washington tomorrow and 
in a week will divide into three sub- 
committees to hold hearings in the 
East, the Middle West and the Pa- 
elfic Coast. 

  

Matthews Called Strikebreaker 

The American League for Peace | 

and Democracy said in a statement 

here yesterday that J. B. Matthews | 

left the league because, ‘‘as he him-| 
self wrote, his presence was ex- 

tremely embarrassing inasmuch aa) 
ha was a strikebreaker at the time/| 

of his resignation in the Fall of 
1985,"" 

The atatement added that “‘he/| 
made hia own brand of united front | 
with the owners of Consumers Re-; 
search when the technical and edi-j 

torial workers of that concern went, 
on strike in September, 1935," : 
The statement also declared the} 

assertion by Mr. Matthews that an| 
organizer is ‘‘shared by the Ameri-' 

can League and the Church League. 
for Industrial Democracy” was! 
false, 
The statement proceeded: i 
“The Rev. William B. Spofford, ; 

acting national chairman of the: 
American League and executive sec- ! 
retary of the C. L, I. D., speaking | 
for both organizations, denies such ; 

sharing of an organizer. Matthews’s i 
statement that he was ‘chosen by! 
Earl Browder and hia colleagues’ to 
head the American League is quite 
as false. Matthews was elected 
chairman of the league in October, 
1933, by the executive board. He 
held that office’ for four months, 
resigned, then joined the Jeague 
again in January, 1935, only to re- 
sign under thé’ cloud of ‘strikebreak- 
ing in the Fall-of ‘the-sanie year. 
“His statement that all peace’ or- 

ganizations changed their names 
simultaneously is as false as most 
of his assertions. The French and 
Australian. Leagues ‘are still titled 
‘Against War and Fasciam.’ The 
Suggestion and decision of the 
American League to change ite 
name from a negative to a positive 
expression of its aims were made 

at the last national Congress held 
in Pittsburgh in November, 1937.” 

Protest by Patriotic Group 

The Descendants of the American 
Revolution announced that its 
executive secretary, Sylvia Wilcox 
Razey, had sent to Representative 
Dies the following telegram: 
“Asa doth lineal organization 

| 

dedicated to¢hé Tar ance of trué 
Americanigm, the Destendants of 
the Amerfean - Revolution protests 
the brand\ of ‘p&triotiam’ motivat- 
ing your mmittee investigating 
un-American - eetivities, To label 
progressive Individuals and organi- 
zations devoted to. social and eco- 
nomic reform as tn-American and 
subversive, puts ‘all our greatest 
American patriots, inéluding Jeffer- 
son,/Jackson and Lincoln in that 
category. ‘ 
“Four investigation, appears to be 

using. the taxpayers Money in an at- 
temptto discredit’ the New Deal 
and its ‘public neles,’*  



  

ltestimony Saturday, declared that 
| major aims in the ‘American pro- 
gram of the Communists were the 
disruption if not the absorption of 

the Democratic party, the control 
of labor unions and ‘the placing of 

persons of Communist views or 
sympathies in responsible govern- 

ment positions. + 
In answer to a question, the wit- 

ness said it was clear that certain 
immediate objectives of the Roose- 

velt Administration were very little 
different from ‘objectives of the 
Communist party, 

It was a matter of ‘pride and 

boasting”’ in Communist party cir~ 
cles, he testified, that the Commu- 

nist party had “its friends, and 
sympathizers situated strategically 
in every important institution in 

this country—government agencies, 
newspepers, magazines, the 

churches, women’s clubs, trade 
unions, universities and colleges 
and in industry.” ~~ 

Definitions Held Different 

The Communist party, he added, 
had no interest in peace, job se- 
curity or civil liberties as those 
things are understood by the aver- 
age. American. 
“They are,” he asserted, ‘the 

temporary ideas and ideals which 
the Communist party utilizes for 
its objective of bringing about class 
war, almost universal insecurity, 

and the complete abolition of civil 
liberties.” 
Manoeuvres in America to {!m- 

press ‘‘the gullible’ that the Com- 
munist party was in favor of peace- 
ful methods of accomplishing its 
objectives “were wholly false, he 

. said. 
“The principle which is unalter- 

able in communism,” he continued, 
“ie that violence, in which Com- 
muniats take the offensive against 
the bourgeoisie, is necessary for 

the: setting up of the dictatorship 
of the proletartat.”’ 

In a prepared statement the wit- 
ness said: 
“There are four orders of indi- 

viduals who make up a Communist 
united front. We used all of them 
in the work of the American 

League. 
“First, there are the Communist 

party members. Sometimes their 
membership is secret, but often it is 

openly acknowledged. Party mem- 

bers invariably occupy strategic po- 
sitions of control. 
“Second, there are the fellow 

travelers who ag.a rule go along 
as faithfully as if they were ac- 
tually party members..Usually these 
are middle class’ intellectuals—pro- 
fessors, ‘stooges’ and clergymen, 
and even Congressmen, 

“Innocents” 

“Third, there are the ‘stooges.’ 
‘These are perzons of prominence 
whose names have considerable 
publicity value. They are the real 
decoya whose names do the work 
of covering up the Communist con- 
trol of the united front. 

“Finally, there are the innocents, 
so called by the Communists them- 
selées. The innocents are supposed 
to make up the overwhelming num- 
ber of the adherents to the united 
front. The chief object of the 
united front is to draw the inno- 
cents gradually closer atfd closer to 
the Communist party until they are 
at last completely under tts influ- 
ence, 
“The party members do moat of 

the hard work, The fellow travelers 
are the go-betweens who bring the 
Communist world and the capitalist 
world together. The stooges are 
the necessary camcuflage for the 
united front manoeuvre. The inno- 
cents are the fodder for revolution, 
although some of them are proapec- 
tive party members as well. 

“It was easy to get party mem- 
bers and fellow travelers in order 
to start the American League. They 
were to be had for the asking. It 

get the stooges. The first half doz- 
en such decoys were the hardest to 
get. After that the decoys decoyed 
each other. 
“There was great jubilation in the 

headquarters of the American 
League on the occasion when we 
were able to list as a speaker one of 
the nationally prominent officers of 
the General Federation of Women's 
Clubs. Every additional stooge or 
decoy made it twice as easy to get 
another. 

Tells of “Almost Perfect Trick” 

“We had an almost perfect trick 
for silencing any critics who sus 
pected or knew the Communist na- 
‘ture of our united front. All we 
had to do was to cry ‘red baiting.’ 
“This cry of red baiting is the 

best trick ever invented, short of a 
firing squad, for making short work 

of anybody who dares to object to 
Camrmnntet thanrias ar nractioes. Th   
required long and patient work’ to |-   

nominee who has found consolation 
in his own defeat. Arriving yes- 
terday on the Cunard White Star 
liner. Queen Mary. after vacations 

aboard were two. other men who 
once were aspirants for the post 
of Chief: Executive of the United 
States, and both agreed during the 
crossing from Cherbourg that they 
had no regrets. 
Chief Justice’ Charles Evans 

Hughes declined to be interviewed 

when the Queen Mary arrived, say- 
ing merely that he and Mrs. 
Hughes had enjoyed their two- 
month vacation in Italy and 

Jonn W. avis, unsuccesstul 
Democratic candidate in 1924, said, 

however, that he and the Chief 
Justice had discussed the point the 
night before as the ship neared 
New York. 

“Justice Hughes and I agreed 
that we never regretted for a split 

second that we were beaten in the 
Presidential elections,” he related. 

Mr. Davia said that the British 
were less apprehensive about a 
crisis in Europe’s political turmoil 
than they had been on his laat 
visit two years ago. Thelr minds 
are “filled with their own \prob- 
lems," he said. 

  
  

was a different story, he added, in 
the case of the Committee for In- 
dustrial Organization. 

“Tt was not very long ago when 
John L, Lewis, head of the C. I. 0., 
waa the man’ most hated by the 
Communist leaders in.this country,’’ 

he declaréd. ‘Today they are hang- 
ing tohis coattails. 

“Names Some “Red Unions’ 
“In most cases A. F. of L. trade 

unions were more difficult to“enroll 
in the united front. In those days, 
five years ago,,the Communists had 

set up their own Red unions under 
an international body with head- 
quarters in Moscow. 
“Among these red unions which 

were participating in the newly 

formed American League were the 
National Textile’ Workers Union, 
the National Mine Workers Union, 
the Marine Workers Industrial 
Union, the Needle Trade Workers 
Industrial -Union. 
“Their presence in our united 

front’ was all thé proof that A. F. 
of L. unions génerally needed to 
establish the Communist contro! of 
the American. League. . There. were, 
however,.a-few- A. F. of L. unions 
in which Communists’ were éffec- 
tively boring. Although they con- 

stituted: an insignificant numerical 
minority in| these unions, the 

‘planted’ Communists were instruc- 
ted by the party to introduce reso- 
lutions of affiliation with the Amer- 
jean League. A number of these 
resolutions were adopted, although 

the union membership generally 

had no idea of what they were do- 

ing. . 
“When I complained repeatedly to 

Donald Henderson that we were 
_making-such slight progress in en- 
roiling A. F. of -L. unions, he re- 

minded me that my -work was to 
enroll the-members. of. middle-class 
organizations and.that the Commu- 

nist party ‘would take care of the 
trade unions.- ooo 

Reports ‘‘Sabotage” Plans 

“He assured’ me* that the Com- 
muniats already had geveral strate- 
gic men-in important’ plants’ and 
industries where they would be in 
@ position to sabotage vital proc- 
esses in the event of war—just in 
case the United States should be- 
come involved in a war against the 
Soviet. Union. 

“In this connection Henderson 
was especially boastful of a revolu- 
tionary niicleus in submarine plants 
in Conneeticut and: of the work of 
Harry Bridges in the shipping in- 
dustry on the West. Coast. They 
were, Henderson. claimed, secretly 
allied with the American League. 
“The one dramatic event at our 

United States Congress Against War 

waa the appearance on the platfrom 
of a fully uniformed soldier. of the 
United States Army. Those were 
days beforé the Communist party 
had donned: the mask of 100 per 
cent American patriotism. 
“Earl Browder had made the most 

careful plans for the soldier to ap- 
pear as a symbol of the insurrec- 

tionary ‘fraction’ of the Communist 
party within the army. Flying 
squadrons wers placed in readiness 

to block all aisles of the hali in the 
event of an attempted arrest of the 

soldier by Secret Sarvice men. Other 
‘committees of comrades wera dep- 

utized to take care of all news 
photographers, with instructions to 

  

‘amash their cameras if they insiat- 
ed on making pictiires of the soldier 
as he addressed the congress." 
The American League was fi- 

nanced by a four-fold method, the 
witndas said. 

Reviews Alleged Financing 

“First, there was the nickel- 
dime-and-quarter drive upon the in- 

nocents,” he proceeded. ‘‘Next 
eame the money-raising banquets 
for the upper middle class, with 
Henri Barbusse, John Strachey or 
Lord Mariey as speaker. When 

these were insufficient, money was 
borrowed on notes signed by Corliss 
Lamont, and finally, in a pinch, we 
got Browder on the telephone and 
had him send over cash from the 
party chest, which was regularly 
stocked from Moscow.   

an attack upon the Soviet Union, 
the American League’s first and 
only loyalty’ was to the Soviet 
Union, and ‘to the end. of folfilling 
this loyalty efforts ,would -be made 
to cripple the: baste .industries of 
the United States. and- bring about 
this country’s ‘defeat,.. ‘Inchiding 
mutiny.in the army; if, on the other 
hand, the United States should side 
with the Soviet Union, then the 
American League would wholeheart- 

ediy support the United States, and 
the war would not be called an im- 
perialist war, but rather class war 

on an fnternational acale. Outright 
pacifista who abjured all wars, in- 
eluding class war, were to be ex- 

posed and fought.’* . 
“Let’s go back to labor for a mo- 

ment,’ interrupted Representative 
Mason of Iilinois. ‘I ask you if 
you have any Knowledge of any 
Cc. I. O. organizers being members 
of the Communist. party?’’ 

“T do,” replied My. Matthews. 
“Will you supply the committee 

with the names?” » 
"I will. I recall. in the case of 

Harry Bridges that we were told 
that if he was landed he.could be 
used to paralyze shipping. on. ‘the 
Pacific Coast. The plan was also’ 

to get Communists in the Hlectric 
Boat plant, which is one of the 
principal yards building submarines 
for the United States Navy. 
“Henderson assured me that the 

Communists had men in certain 
other industrial plants where they 
would be of service in event of an 
emergency or a war. The scheme 
was to sabotage these plants in the 
event the United States took sides 
against the Soviet in a war. 
“There also was a plan to cause 

disturbances in the armed forces 
of this: country in the event wa op- 

posed the Soviet cause in war.’’ 
Asked if he had the names. of offi- 

eials of the government “who /are 
Communists or in sympathy with 
communism, Mr."Matthews sald he 
had not completed the list and want- 
ed to check it. before filing it with 
the committee. . 
Questioned coneerning alleged 

Communist infiltration of fndu#@ 
trial plants, newspaper offices and 
other business fields, Mr. Matthews 

asserted that Communists on the 
staff of Tu. New Yorx Tima 
published a paper called ‘‘The Bet- 
ter Times.’’ Until recently, he 
added, Communists in the Scrippe 
Howard organization also published 
a paper as did Communists‘ em- 
ployed on Hearst newspapers. 

“Indifferences” Called a Help | 

The Communist. party, ‘he. teatt- 
fied, relied heavily upon the care- 
lessness or indifference of thou- 
sands of prominent citizens in lend- 
ing their names to its propaganda 
purposes, : 
“The French newspaper Ce Sgir, 

which is owned outright by te 
Communist party, recently featured 
hearty greetings from Clark Gable, 

Robert Taylor, James Cagney, and 
even Shirley Temple,’’ he said, 

“while the League of Women Shop- 
pers, Communist supported, boasts 
the memberehip of Miriam Hop- 
king and Bette Davis. 
“No one, I 2m sure, will assert 

that these parsons are Communists. 
Yet thera are thousands in the 
United States who unwittingly per- 
mit the use of their names‘to fur- 
ther the cause of communism.” 
Asked ff ‘Charley McCarthy” 

was included in the Hollywood Hst, 
the witness replied that it was not 
necessary, since there were plenty 

of ‘‘Oharleys” in Hollywood who 
were not. made of wood. 
Mr. Matthews said that when he 

resigned in 1934 as chairman of the 
American League Against War and 
Fascism, now the American League 
for Peace and Democracy, he was 
succeeded by Dr. Harry F. Ward of 
the ‘Union Theological Seminary, 
who is atill chairman of the organi- 
zation. 

“It is relatively easy to identify 
the professional 
or stooges who are doing the cover- 
up work for the Communist party 
in the ‘united front’ manoeuvres,”' |" 

“Any person in this}: he went on, 
class is almost certain to bob up 
at a number of vlaces in the whole 

‘united fronters’ |” 

on strike in September, 1935,’ ; 
The statement also declared the| 

assertion by Mr. Matthews that an} 
organizer is ‘‘shared by the Ameri-' 
can League and the Church League. 

for Industrial Democracy” was! 
false. 
The atatement proceeded: I 
“The Rev. William B. Spofford, ; 

acting national chairman of the: 

American League and executive sec- ! 
retary of the C. L. I. D., speaking: 
for both organizations, denies auch | 
sharing of an organizer. Matthews's; 

statement that he was ‘chosen by! 
Earl Browder and his colleagues’ to 
head the American League is quite 
as false. Matthews was elected 
chairman of the league in October, 
1933, by the executive board. He 
held that office for four months, 
resigned, then joined the league 
again in January, 1935, only to re- 
sign under the cloud of atrikebreak- 
ing in the Fall of the same year. 
“His statement that all peace or- 

ganizations changed their names 
simultaneously is as false as most 
of his assertions. The French and 
Australian: Leagues are still titled 
‘Against War and Fascism.’ The. 
suggestion. and decision of the 
American League to change it# 
name from a negative to a positive 
expression of its aims were made 
at-the last national Congress held 
in Pittsburgh in November, 1937." 

Protest by Patriotic Group 

The Deacendants of the American 
Revolution announced that its 
executive secretary, Sylvia Wilcox 
Razey, had sent to Representative 

Dies the following telegram: 
“Aee dof lineal organization 

dedicated toAhe Tui ance of true 
Americanigin, the Despendants of 
the Amerjcan Rexdlution proteats 
the brand\of ‘p&triotism’ motivat- 
ing your tommittee investigating 
un-American aetivities. To label 
progressivé dividuals and organi- 
zations devoted to. social and eco- 
nomie reform as. un-American and 
subvergive, puts wil our greatest 
Amerftan patriots, indluding Jeffer- 
son,/Jackson and Lincoln in that 
category. 
“Your investigation appears to be 

using,the taxpayers yhoney in an at- 
tempt\to discredit’ tha New Deal 
and its public agéncles."" : 

HOFFMAN HITS ‘DUPE’ TALK | 
Ridicules Matthews—Eager to Ad- 

vise Democrats and C, I, 0. 

Special to THE New Yor Tras, 
. TRENTON, W.-3.; Aug. 22.—For- 
mer Governor Hoffman, a’ Repub- 
can, would be glad.to give the 

Democratic National Committee and 

the C. I. Oy some. advica, he sald 
today, but didn’t say what kind. 

An a prepared statement Mr. Hoff- 

man, who now is executive director 
of the State Unemployment Com- 
pensation Commission, ridiculed 
testimony before the Dies commit- 
tee that he had been ‘“‘duped” by 

Communists into becoming a spon- 
aor of the American Youth Con- 
gress. The charge was made by J. 
B. Matthews, 
Mr. Hoffman said he did not know 

the witness but that ‘‘I.picture him 
aaa jittery, academic gentleman 
who gets himsélf all excited over 

the flla of a world he has become 
acquainted with only in the pages 
of musty books.’’ : 

“T can imagine him nérvously 
looking under his bed each night 
expecting to find a bomb or Hey- 

wood Broun,” Mr. Hoffman went 
on. j 

“If Tam a ‘Red’ or a ‘dupe of the 
Reds,’ Dr. Matthews is the Duchess 
of Windsor. I don’t know—and 
don’t care—if Iam a meniber of the 
advisory council of the American 

Youth Congress. If John L. Lewis 
asked me tomorrow to serve on 
the advisory council! of the C. I. 0., 
or if. President Roosevelt asked 
me to accept membership on the 

board of advisers to the National 
Democratio Committee, I would ac- 
cept with alacrity—and then pray 
that they would call upon me for 
advice.”      



  

party members. Sometimes their 

membership ts secret, but often it is 
openly acknowledged. Party mem- 
bers invariably occupy strategic po- 
aitions of control. 
“Second, there are the fellow 

travelers who as a rule go along 
as-faithfully as if they were ac- 
tually party members. .Usually these 
are middie class intellectuals—pro- 
fessora, ‘stooges’ and clergymen, 
and even Congressmen. 

“Innocents” 

“Third, there are the ‘stooges.” 
These are perrons of prominence 
whose names have considerable 
publicity value. They are the real 
decoys whose names do the work 

of covering up the Communist con- 
trol of the united front. 

“Finally, there are the innocents, 
go called by the Communists them- 
selves. The innocents are supposed 
to make up the overwhelming num- 
ber of the adherents to the united 
front. The chief object of the 
united front is to draw the inno- 
cents gradually closer affd closer to 
the Communist party until they are 

at last completely under its influ- 
ence. 
“The party members do most of 

the hard work. The fellow travelers 
are the go-betweens who bring the 
Communist world and the capitalist 
world together. The stooges are 
the necessary camcuflage for the 
united front manoeuvre. The inno- 
cents are the fodder for revolution, 
although some of them are proapec- 
tive party members as well, 

‘It was easy to get party mem- 
bers and fellow travelera in order 
to start the American League. They 
were to be had for the asking. It 
required long and patient work’ to 
get the stooges. The first half doz- 
en such decoys were the hardest to 
get, After that the decoys dacoyed 
each other. 
“There was-great jubilation in the 

headquarters of the American 
League on the occasion when we 
were able to list as a speaker one of 
the nationally prominent officers of 
the General Federation of Women's 
Clubs. Every additional stooge or 
decoy made it twice as easy to get 
another. 

Tells of “Almost Perfect Trick’’ 

“We had an almost perfect trick 
for silencing any critics who sus- 
pected or knew the Communist na- 
‘ture of our united front. All we 
had to do was to cry ‘red baiting.’ 
“This cry of red baiting is the 

best trick ever invented, short of a 
firing aquad, for making short work 

of anybody who dares to object to 
Communist theories or practices. If 

he isn't effectively silenced, he is at 
least thoroughly discredited in that 
vast flock of citizens who like to 
think of themselves as Hberals. 
“A twentieth century American 

‘liberal’ would rather face the 
charge of slapping his grandmother 
than to be accused ‘of red baiting. 
And so the cry of red baiting en- 
abled us to carry on the work of 
Moscow in this country with little 
or no molestation from knowing 
critics.” 
Concerning “boring-in’’ tacties of 

the Communists to get a foothold 
in American labor organizations, 
Mr. Matthews said that, except in 
a few isolated instances, not much 
Progress had been made in the 
American Federation of Labor. It 

    

ing. 
“When I complained repeatedly to 

Donald Henderson that we ‘were 
making such slight progress in en- 
rolling A. F. of L. unions, he re- 

minded me that my -work was to 
enroll the-members- of middle-class 
organizations and.that the Commu- 
nist party would take care of the 

trade unions,- 2. -- : _ 

Reports “Sabotage” Plans 

“He assured me: that the Com- 
muniats already had several strate- 
gic men..in important planta and 
industries Where they would be in 
a position to sabotage vital proc- 
esses in the event of war—just in 

case the United States should be- 
come involved in a war againat the 
Soviet Union. 

“In this connection Henderson 
was especially boastful of a revolu- 
tionary nucleus in submarine plants 

in Connecticut: and of the work of 
Harry Bridges in the shipping in- 
dustry on the West.Coast. They 
were, Henderson. claimed, secretly 

allied with the American League. 
“The one dramatic event at our 

United States Congress Against War 
was the appearance on the platfrom 
of a fully uniformed soldier of the 
United States Army. Those were 
days before the Communist party 

had donned the mask of 100 per 
cent American patriotism. 
“Earl Browder had made the moat 

eareful plans for the soldier to ap- 
pear as a symbol of the insurrec- 

tionary ‘fraction’ of the Communist 
party within the army. Flying 
squadrons were placed in readiness 
to block all aisles of the hall in the 
event of an attempted arrest of the 

soldier by Secret Service men. Other 
committees of comrades were dep- 
utized to take care of all news 
photographers, with instructions to 
‘smash their cameras if they insiat- 
ed on meking pictures of the soldier 
as he addresged the congress.” 
The American League was fi- 

nanced by a four-fold method, the 
witndss said. 

Reviews Alleged Financing 

“First, there was the nickel- 
dime-and-quarter drive upon the in- 

nocenta,’’ he proceeded. ‘‘Next 
came the money-raising banquets 
for the upper middle class, with 

Henri Barbusse, John Strachey or 
Lord Marley as speaker. When 
these were insufficient, money was 

borrowed on notes signed by Corliss 
Lamont, and finally, in a pinch, we 
got Browder on the telephone and 
had him send over cash from the 
party chest, which was regularly 
stocked from Moscow. 
“When one of our publicity stories 

included the name of Corliss La- 
‘mont there was a rule that his 
family connections with the house 
of Mergan should be given appro- 
priate emphasis. Marley’s lordship 
was equally useful to our cause, 

“It was recognized at the outset 
and at all times subsequently that 
only so-called imperialigt war was 

to be opposed by members of the 
American League us such, Uther 
kinds of war were admissible. The 
question frequently arose in our 
meetings as to the attitude of the 
American League toward a-war hy 

certain powers upon the .Soviét 
Union. . 

“The answer was always two- 

fold: if the Uni* . States joined in 
  

event the United States took sides 
against the Soviet in a war, 
“There also was & plan to cause 

disturbances .in the armed forces 
of this: country In the event we op-! 
posed the Soviet cause in war.” 
Asked if he had the names of offi-! 

cials of the government. who /are 
Communists or in -sympathy with 
communism, Mr.’ Matthews safd he 
had not completed the list and want- 

ed to check it before filing it with 
the committee, . 
Questioned ‘concerning alleged 

Communist infiltration of indu@ 
trial plants, newspaper offices and 

other business fields, Mr. Matthews 

asserted that Communists on the 
staff of Tue New Yorx Timers 
published a paper called ‘‘The Bet- 
ter Times.’ Untill recently, he 

added, Communists in the Scripps» 
Howard organization also published 
a paper as did Communists em- 
ployed on Hearst newspapers. 

“Indifferencea” Called a Help , 

The Communist party, he. testi- 
fied, relied heavily upon the care- 
lessness or indifference of thot- 
sands of prominent citizens in lend- 
ing their names to its propagand: 
purposes, . 
“The French newspaper Ce ir, 

which is owned outright by the 
Communist party, recently featured 
hearty greetings from Clark Gable, 
Robert Taylor, Jamea Cagney, and 
even Shirley Temple,’ he said, 
“while the League of Women Shop- 

pers, Communist supported, boasts 
the membership of Mirlam Hop 
Kins and Bette Davis. 
“No one, I am sure, will assert 

that these petsons are Communists. 
Yet thera are thousands in. the 
United States who unwittingly per- 
mit the use of their names:to fur- 
ther the cause of communiam.”. 
Asked if “Charley McCarthy” 

was included in the Hollywood list, 
the witness replied that it was not 
necessary, since there were plenty 

of “Oharleys'’’ in Hollywood who 
wera not. made of wood. 
Mr. Matthews sald that when he 

resigned in 1934 as chairman of the 
American League Against War and 
Fascism, now the American League 

for Peace and Democracy, he was 

succeeded by Dr. Harry F. Ward of 
the Union Theological Seminary, 
who is atill chairman of the organt- 
zation. 

“It is relatively easy to identify 
the profeasional ‘unfted fronters’ 
or stooges who are doing the cover- 
up work for the Communist party 
in the ‘united front’ manoeuvres,” 
he went on, ‘‘Any person in this 

class is almost certain to bob up}: 
at a number of places in the whole |! 
manoeuvre, 

Moves Ascribed to. Mangold 

“Take, for example, Mr. William 
P. Mangold, who is one of the edi- 
tors of The New Republic. Mr. 
Mangold is, and has been for sev-| 
eral years, the treasurer of the 

American League for Peace andj, 
Democracy. The same Mr. Mangold} 

recently appeared in the nation’s 

capital as the representative of the 
North American Committee to Aid 
Spanish Democracy, where he suc- 
ceeded in. obtaining the signatures 
of sixty members of Congresa of 

the United States to a greeting to 
be forwarded to the Loyalist gov- 
ernment of Spain.” 
Heywood Broun, newspaper writ- 

  

HOFFMAN HITS ‘DUPE’ TALK 

Ridicules Matthews—Eager to Ade 
vise Democrats and C, I. 0. 

Special to Tam New ‘Yorx Times. 
TRENTON, N. J.) Aug. 22.—For- 

mer Governor Hoffman, a” Repub- 
lican, would be glad.to give the 
Democratic National Committee and 

teday, but didn’t say what kind. 

In a prepared statement Mr. Hoff: 
man, who now is executive director 

of the State Unemployment Com- 
pensation Commission, ridiculed 
testimony before the Dies commit- 
tee that he had been ‘‘duped” by 
Communists into becoming a spon- 
sor of the American Youth Con- 
gress. The charge was made by J. 
B. Matthews, 
Mr. Hoffman said he did not. know 

the witness but that “I picture him 
as a jittery, academic gentleman 
who gets himself all excited over 
the {lls ¢f a world he has become 
acquainted with only in the pages 
of musty. books.”” . 

“T can imagine him nérvously 
looking under his bed each night 
expecting to find a bomb or Hey- 
wood Broun,’ Mr. Hoffman went 
on. ; 

‘It I am a ‘Red’ or a ‘dupe of the 
Reds,’ Dr. Matthews is the Duchess 
of Windsor. I don’t know—and 
don’t care—if Iam a member of the 
advisory council of the American 
‘Youth Congress. If John L. Lewis 
asked me tomorrow to serve on 
the advisory council of the C. I. 0., 
or if President Roosevelt asked 
me to accept membership on the 
board of advisers to the National 
Democratic Committee, I would ac- 
cept with alacrity~and then pray 
that they would call upon me for 
advice.” 

  

  

the C. I. O, some. advice, he said! 

  

 


