DIES AND THZ SILVER SHIRTS.

Liberation, officlal organpof the Silvershirts, and edited
by Willlam Dudlpy Pelley, in its issue of Jan. 21, 1939, says:
"There is no denying that Congressman Dies has done good work in
congressionally authenticating what the Silvershirts have been
screaning at the A-erican public for five years."

The fonofir:g/:hr: :;‘:pi::u:i what the Silvershirts have
been "secreaming at the American public":

"This cramming of the Austrisn Jew Felix Frankfurter down

the thrcats of 115 million indignant and protesting Americans . «
is by no means the major thing which International Jewry proposes
to make us take - and 1ikel"

"Mhe appointment (of Frankfurter) comes as merely one more bit
of conclusive demonstration the  the Overseas Cang is out to Juds-
iize the United States. It is only one more convinecing ar ument
that the Russo-Campo Administration is RED -~ clean down to its
unwashed heels.”

"Anti-semitiam came in as the third most important event (in
1838)« + » We venture that this subject will occupy first place
on the 1ist of ten news events for 1939, especially in the United
Stades. And we'll do ocur partid"

Another issue of Liberation throws some light on Dies' atti-
tude towards the Silvershirts. Under date of Jan. 14, an Xzxumx
article appears entitled: "Pelley's Persecution Means the Jew
Question into Court," which says:

"It looked for a while last June as though everything were
set to put the brush-of{ on Pelley. In fect a whole bevy of cone-
gressional Jewtopians gave egger assent to twenty-Tive thousand
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dollars' being put behind the activities of & committee to
'investigabe un-imericanfim' -- on the understanding that its
leading nnti-Pﬁllqite, Sasmy Dickstein, was to have direction of
it. DBut when the committee emerged from the congressional hopper,
Dickstein wasn't on it but Marty Dies was.

"And no matter how often the kept gentlemen of the press wrote
it into their headlines, end tacked it onto the end of Marties's
radio speeches, that Pelley and his Silvershirts were to be probed
pronto, somehow they 'oren’g.

"The whole summer and sutumm -- and the whole Comm’ttee

' serimmage == became history, and Pelley wasn't grilled oncel™

Pelley provides further witness to th. eeal activities of
the Dies Committee when he says, 1n another comnection: "Marty
committed the faux-pas of going on a witch-hunt after perfectly
good Federal Reds and making only a hdllow gesture towards Bunders
and Silvershirts.”

The record of the hearings offer testimony to thils fact. On
the opening day of the hearings, Dies declined to accept evidence
of the "violently anti-Semitic" activities of the Silvershirts,
saying, "We have a great deal of data here on the Silver Shirts,
but we will pass it up for the time being and go ito it at a
later date." (Vol. 1, p«47)

The later date never arrived. The Silvershirts were not
mentioned once in the committee's report, and were brought up into
the testimony only briefly on several occasions. This, despite
the fact that Armold Gingrich, editor of 'Ken', offered evidence
of Silvershirt comnections with Tom Girdler and offered the name
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of a proposed witness who was willing to testify on the Silvershirts
out of her own experiences with the organization. (Ve 2, pe1831FT.)
Dies did subpoena the proposed wltness, Barbara Baker of Cleveland,
who wired back her willingmess to testify provided her fare and
expenses cofild be forwarded. ¥When the wire was put in the record,
Dles announced that & sub-committee would go to Clevelsnd to hear

"the various witnesses on the subject of the giedown strike end

other phases of mﬁu' There was no mors mention of lHiss
Baker nor of the Silvershirts.

Pelley's magazine is full of 1libellous attacks on the President,
end his outstending esbinet members: Ickes, Hopkins and Yurphy.
The Dies Committee, end Dies himself in hiis publie speeches, has
aelso concentraeted his fire on these same [igures, with, of course,
more moderation in his tone, perticularly in regerd to the President.
But the objects of attack, the lew Desl In particular and the
1iberal movement generally, are the same in both instances.
Pelley, in fact, has drewn upon the Dies committee {or material
and ergument egainst New Deal leaders. Ior example, in an attack
on Frank Murphy in the issue of Jan. 14, Pelley writes: "It was
generally known fn Michlgen in esarly 1937 that everything was true
that Bhese men testified to before the Dies Conmittee."

Dies was repeatedly asked to investigabe the Silvershirts
but he never explained his fallure to do so. Since he himselfl
admitted that the committes had " a great deal of data" on the
organlzation, it cannot be pleaded that lack of funds prevented
their being made public. In several parts of the country, ncthbly
Michigen and the Paciflc Northwest, the openly fascist actlivities
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of the organization demanded an investigation. Yet, althoughk
the Department of Justice had turned over an 8000 page report on
Nazl and anti-Semitic activities, Xmx Dies made no use of 1t.

Dies had reports on the speeches and activities of Roy
Zachary, "fileld marshal"” of the Silvershirts, but he made no attempt
to make the investigation that was waerranted at the same time
that Zachary was making a speaking tour through the Horthwest
in conjunetion with Hazi Bund officials.

The Seattle News on July 23, 1938, calling upon the Dies
comittee to invesgipate the Silverbhirts and the Bund in Oregon,
reports & speech of Zachary's as containing these words: "When
we eliminate Comrmunism and the Jews from the United States it will
not be with the ballot but with guns, wading in blood. Xepemmmyx
Communism has been stopped in Germany, Italy, and Spain, but not
with ballote. I can't help but admire Hitler."

In the seme spesch Zachary cslled the Roosevelt administration
"Jew Communist”, in keeping with the fisual vicious terms of Pelley.
It 1s cleer, then, that the Silvershirts aim at the elimination
of the Roosevelt Administration "with guns, wading 1in blood."



