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VITNESSES.

Se Harper Knowles.

Knowles was the witness who came from California”at his own
expense” to testify that the leading Demosratic candidates in the
State elections were either Communist party members or Communist-
controlled.

Enowles professed to represent the "radical resesrch departe-
ment of the American Leglon, but immediately after his testimony
was promptly repudiated by the state commander of the Legion, who
was widely quoted in the press as having stated that not even the
Leglon itself could escape the charge of Communism if tho stendards
of Enowles and the Dies committee were to prevall, since it could
be assumed that indiviidual communists were members of the Leglone

The lenghbhy brf#f which Enowles presented to the Committee
in the name of the American Legion turned out to be written entirely
by Cole. B‘m-y Re Sanborn, Fnowles' closest associate in the
Assoclated Farmers, a Ropuhlicen vigllante orgsnization lately
under investigation by the laFollette Committees

Sanborn admitted asuthorship of the "brief" in a statement to

newspapermen published in the San Francisco Chronicle on Jane 1,

1939, at the end of a two months chase by LaFollette committeex
agents who were trying to serve both him and Knowles with subpoenas
to appear before the committee. Enowles, so willing to appear
before the Dies Comnmittee that he traveled acroes the continent
at his own expense, was wearing dark glasses and a recently grown
mustache when he was finally served after an automobile chass.

The Associated Farmers, of which Enowles is secretary and



'. Witnesses. Harper Enowles.

Senborn an active leader, was organized in 1934 after the San
Franelsco @eneral strike. According to published statements, 1t 2
received large contributions from such organizations as the Southe
ern Pacific Rallroad, the Paecific Cas & Light Corps, the San
Joaquin Light & Power Cogy the Bank of America, The San Franclsco
Industrial Corp., the California Packing Corps, Unlon Pacific
Railroad, Ross Packing Cos, and similer organizations - including
the California Chamber of Commerce. lNo publie report on finances
has been made since the date of foundinge

Its program is openly anti-labor end anti-New Deal. It
features such planks as: ™"Se condemm the practice of the distrie
bution of relief to able-bodied men and the maintaing of relief
projects. « «" "We favor the complete exemption of agricultural
labor from the Wages and Hours Act, the Hational Labor Relations
Act, the Soclal Security Act, and similar legislatione « « We
oppose any movement, e¢lther by initiative or by the State legls-
lature, to repeal loecal anti-picketing ordinances now in affect
in California cr any legislation to prohibit the adoption of
such ordinances in the fubure.”

The Assoc!ated Farmers has lived up to 1ts program by @onduct-
ing campaigns of terror on the Pacific Coast to prevent labor orge-
anization. It threw all its resources into t he Republican campéiign
against Cove Olson and Sen. Downey. It filed an initiative in the
state of Washington to deprive labor of all its rights, and it
lssued 50,000 appeals to its members in California to back the

anti-picketing bill in thet state, with Instmmactions to "use every
means to get behind and pass 1t."
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Fvidence as to its antilelabor activities is provided by one
of the orgsnization's own officers, L. Oe Bird, Washington organizer,
who testified bgfore a National Lebor Relatlons Board hearing |
ek on the methods that he and his vigilantes used in breaking ‘
up & picket line during a s trike: they "shot low so as not to hurt
anyone « « « d1d not do a great deal of damage tc anyone, but in
shooting low they shot out some of the pickets' eyos."

Lewrence Tudor, & "PA worker, testirled before the Lebor Soard
that Bird sald: "We have been fortunate up to this time In not
having to use clubss « « just the formmlation of a plck-handle
brigade in Selah put the fear of Cod Into a coupde of organizers."

Russell B. Porter, of the N.Y. Times, reported that the ‘
secretary of the Assoélated Fermers told him in an interview that
"ihen we organize & county, we get in touch with the Sheriff or
District Attormeye « « and offer to serve as deputies without pay”
during labor disputese.

That the organization 48 composed of big landowners, rather
than smell fermers, is shown by the statement of 2Bs president,
Cole We B+ Garrison, at a meeting in Litchfield, Minne, during an
organizational tour. Garrison, himself one of the largest grape-
fruit gowers in California, n:phinod that under the organization's
dues set-up, "The man with a $15,000 payroll pays more than the
man with the $5,000 payrodl." When a farmer in the audience accused
him of gullt in connection with the death of a baby during an
Associated Farmers axe-handle raid in Bakersfield, Cal., Garrison
is reported to have answered: "Perhaps a baby did dle. DBebles
are born every day and dle every days. What of 1t?

The praise of Fritz Kuhn 1s enother bit of evidence as t
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the character of the organiszation: "The informed Assoclated
Farmers of California," says Kuhn's officiel journal, "are already
promoting a netionewide orgenization of American vigllantes --

a posse comitatus - specific legalization of vigilantism in a
determined effort to save the republic.”

The role of the Assoclated Farmers in the November electlons
1s made clear by the fact that Philip Baneroft withdrew from his
office of Vice President of the orpganizetion in arder to run for
Us Se Semate on the Republicen ticket, against Sheridan Powney,
whom the Dies Cormittee rilloried as a Commnist.

(Source: "Bqual Justice", orgen of the International Labor
Defense) .

4. Minnesota Witmesses.

Hot onc of the witnesses who attacked Gov. Benson was a bona-
fide Farmer-Labor Party member, xXIommes according to the FLP
press in Minnesota. Ranging from stooclpigeons to disappointed
Job seekers, all of them had been discredited before their appear-
ance before the Committee at the behest of Mark Gehan, former
Republican mayor of St. Paul and en active campaigner for Stassen,
Republican @andidate for Covermor. Gehan went to see Dies AQuring
the Detroit hearings, recelved six blank subpoenas from Dies,and
was allowed to choose his own witnesses and then to coach them
in a conmittec room during the testimony. Gehan, who 1s attorney
for Nemwsx@miimwx tho labor-balting Ste Paul Committee on Ind-
ustrial Relatlons, did not himself testify, ncr did he reveal in
whose interest he traveled to Washington and who paid his expenses.

The proposal that Dies investigate Mimmesota was first made
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st She Repubiiean State CHlMSED by Dok Tomgltl, hen o
candidate 2;- the Pifth District.

Steve Gedler. This star witness was & member of the Stassen
campalgn committee and on the payroll of the Republican Party,
according to affidavits filed by Farmer Labor Party leaders with
the Dies Committees. During the primary electicns, was campaign
manager in Ramsey County for Hjalmer Peterson, ulfira-conservative
opponent of Gov. Senson. When Peterson lost the nominstion to
Benson, he went over, with Gadler, to the Republicans. Cadler,
expalled from his loecal Farmer Lebor Party organization, had
previocusly been refused a seadb at the Duluth convention of the Party.

¥rs. Charles A. Iundquist. Formerly secretary of the Farmer-
Labor Women's Federation, she sold out to Stascen and the Republie
cane refused to glve her or her hushband a state job. She was ;
mbymamblimuththesomurympotthenmbnm
controlled Independent Voters' League for Womens

Andrew Cooper. Formor secretary of Ex«Hayor Thomas Latimer
of St. Paul, and wniversally known as Latimer's contact and "eole
lector” from the city's petty racketeers. Never played any role
in the FLP. Was charged publicly by a state legislator with
baving threatened the latter's 1life because of the legislator's
activities ageinst the clotemschine racket.

: Gs Priebes ILatimer's law partner, who faced charges
before the Bar Assocletion for unethical practices. A Stescen
supporter.

Albert Xittock. Sxpelled from an unemployed organization as
& stoolpigeon who Bold information to the police.

Yiolet Johnson. For meny years associated with Petérson ani
the right wing group of the Farmer Labor Party.
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Jos Fe alias J.F. Hudson, has a long criminal
record with convictions for theft, fraud, snd passing bad checks,
as revealed by the court file in tie Superlor Court of the State
of Californie. He was released from jall on parole in April, 1937,
by Republican Judge Arthur Crum &t the intereession of Harper
Enowles, who wrote to the judge that he had "worked rather intimate-
ly with Hannon for the last several years".

Hargaret Kerr, secrotary-menager of the Better America Federa=
tion, an orgenization long known in California as en EREER instrumen

designed to "smash everything liber:l end progressive” in the

state. At first set up as the "Commeréfal Federation of California"
1t was supported by huge contributions from big corporations. For
instance, the Southern California Bdison Co. donated $3000 a year |
to 1ts support during the 1980's, end the B.A.F.'s totel income
at that time was reported publicly as $160,000 a year.

The B.A.F. claims credit for putting the Criminal Syndicalism
Act on the statute books in 1919, and keeping it there since. In !
1934 1t had the Criminal Syndicalism Act written into the teachers'
tenure law. The orgenisation hounds liversl ministers and incites
the congregations to drive them out.

The Be.A.F. opposes the Initiative, the Referendum, snd the
Recall, as "subversive of democracy”. It called public waterworks
and public service commisalons "Bolshevistic”.

Senator J. M. Immen, speaking from the floor of the State
Senate, has dedlared: "We see the Detter America Federation at
work using what control it possesses to serve the s peclal iInterests.
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Under a false title « « « wo find it being used only and activély
in trying to aild these corporate inter-sts in their endeavor to

- evede Just taxation. These gentlemen are typically of the reaction-
'/ary type, representative of 'Big Business' and ready to serve the
big speclel interests in so primitive a form of special privilege
as evaslion of jJust taxes « « « They simply want big business to

be free to engege Imunregulsted and unbridled exploitation of the

poople of our State.”

Harry Markheim, who testified that Harry Bridges 1s a communist,
has been accused in several affidavits of having accepted a $500
bribe from Morgarst Kerr, of the Better America Federation, for |
charging that Bridges was a commnist. According to one afiidavit, \
by & Los Angeles attorney, Marliheim offered to mmomUCmEXESeS:
withdrew his charge if the CIO would pay him €500 in return. When
this offer was turned down, Markheim perjured himself before the
comnittee by testifying that the nttm had offered him §500
to flee to Hexico instead of eppearing/the Dies Committee.

(People's World, Auge 20, 1938)

John Keegan, Portland, Oregon, chief of detectives, is "noto-
ricus on the 7est Coast as a labor- and red-balter, feequently
stepping out of hisrole as & police officer in the lart few months
to cooperate with ¥Americans Inecorporated?!, which has distintt
Fasclist leanings. He has eppeared frequently at publie moetings
sponsored by t'e organization". (N.Y. Post, Dec. ¥, 1938)

Keegan presented affidavits of two men who said they knew
Bridges was & commnist. Both men are convicted burglars.
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Keegan (cont).

Keegan wrote a le$ter to a Portland attorney under date of
June 8, 1938 in which he expressed condemnation of "Madame Perkins
and her commnistic activities and her protection of the redical -
alien element in this country." The letter, addressed to Thomas
Re Mahoney, was reproduced in facsimile by the "Labor Newdealer”,
a Portland labor paper. The newspaper also charged that the
ex-convicts who signed affidavits about Harry Bridges were induced
to do so in exchange for reduced sentences in jall for offenses
they had been arrested and charged with.

Bdwin Benta.

~ The day he appearsd before the Dies Committee, Sept. 15, 1938,
the officlal orgen of the GermsneAmerican Bund,"The Deutscher
Weckruf und Beobachter; carried & lerge advertisement announ@ing
that Banta would speak under the auspices of the Bund on Septe.
20. Banta for a number of years hed carried on activities with
the Bund, having joined the Communist Party as a spy rether then
to hold his jcb, as he claimed before the committee. A letter
which Banta wrote to Willlam Randolph Hearst proves that Banta
lied in his testimony. The letter, dated June 22, 1938, says,
% ¢« ¢« I joined the Commnist party to find out what it was all
abouts « «" DBanta was brought to the Dies Committee by Steve
Bimmobdmlommnaamm for three years.

(John L. Spivak, Dally Worker, Septs. 19, 193€
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The Dies Committee based its case aglinst Gov. Murphy on the

' ion
testimony of labor spies, perjurers, discredited and expelled un

members, & vengeful Republican Jjudge, and & mumber of pollcemen
active in combatting organized lebor.

Jacob Spolansky. Perjured himself when he swore before
Dies Committee that he had never been a labor spy. LaFellette
Conmittee records show that as an operator of an independent
agency he was paid $480 by General Notors for labor espionage. He
1s & former operat#ve of the National Metal Trades Association,
and a paid spy for Chrysler Corp. Spolansky was recently fired
from his job as Wayne County detective for "obtaining money under
felse pretences”, according to an Associated Press @ispateh in
the Washington "Star” of Dec. 12, 1938.

Relph Knox. Expelled from his office of president of Briggs
local, United Automobile Workers
ity. Later he was

of America, on charges of immoral-
expelled from membership entirely on grounds of
embeXZlement of union funds.

J Ve KOOSe Records of the LaFollette committee prove that
Koos is a member of the Ford Service Depte., where he did undercover
labor spying as chief investigator in charge of a erew of spies.
Koos 1s also the heed of a Republicsn Club in Dearborn, Wichipen,
whiteh 1is active in election campaigns getting votes by means of
promises to give jobs in the Ford plant.

V. Gadola 1s the Republican Judge who 1ssued a court
order ejecting sit-down strikers from General lotors plants, and
later was exposed as & -ﬁoclrholder ownings $10,000 worth of
in the company.

stocks
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John M. Barringer, former c¢ity manager of Flint, Michigan,
voted out of offiece by city council as a result of his vigilante

activities during sitedown strikes. In the presence of several
representatives of the United Automobilex Workers, including Robert
Travis, an organizer during the strike, an examination of several
Flint policemen wes conducted at the request of Asst. Attorney-
General Albert D. Wing of Michigan, at the Dresden Hotel, Flint,

on May 27, 1837. Detective Buckley of the Flint Police testified
that Barr@nger "epproached me end akked me to go out and take care
of those orgenizers. I said, "What do you mean?' and he said, 'Co
out and take care of them; busip them off."

Further, Det. Buckley testified that Barringer said, "Haven't
you got a gun you could use?' and then he says, 'Here's my gun,
take it and give me your gun. We'll exchange guns.? Which we did."

Buckley also stated that Barringer sent him to Charles Pratt,
another Dies witness, who, although not a poliece officer, occupied
an inspector's office throughout the strike. Pratt also told him,
sald Buckley, that he wanted the detective to "take care of the
organizers”.

This testimony was corroborated by Capte Edward S. Tewkey,
who testified that he told Buekley to "pay no sttention to Barringer;
he's crazy." (Record in LaFollette Committee files).

¥illiem P. Gernaey has & long record as an industrisl spy
who was sent into labor unions and other organizations by corpo-
ration auxiliaries. LaFollette hearings, V. 158, p.5793.

Zygmund Dobrzynski, was removed as head of the Ford Orgenizing
Committee and expelled from his locel for "conduct umbecoming a
union member".



