Voorhis Assails

Dies for Report

) From the
- WASHING!

publication of
Matthews, research director of the
House Committee on Un-American
Activities, regarding Communist ac-

4
tivities in consumer organizations
was bitterly assailed today as an
“undemocratic” act by Representa-
tive H. Jerry Voorhis, Democrat, of
California. Mr, Voorhis, who is also
a8’ member of the committee, dis-
claimed all knowledge of the docu-
ment. .

‘The report, made public this morn-
ing, charged that the Communists
had used such organizations as the
Consumers’ National Federation, in
which they held important offices,
to create feeling against the capi-
talist system in the United States.

‘Mr. Voorhis issuéd a statemedt
saying he was concerned with the
circumstances surrounding the pub-
lication of the report, as well ag its
content, which he said he “bitferly
resented.” The Californian g{” said
that Representative Martin 7 Dies,
Democrat, of Texas, and chglrman
of the committee, had releaged the

the Matthews report was
pared.

Mrs. Rooseveli was ask

her press conference abofit the Dies
Committee report and fthe charge
that consumer organizhtions were
being ‘“used” by the Lommunists.
She said that she hadf no evidence
that the organizatio were com-
munistic and declined further com-
ment on the ground fhat until such
statements had been proved they re-
quired no comment.
! The President’s wife said that at
present she was ngt affiliated with
any of the organigations listed by
Mr. Matthews, thqugh she formerly
was a member ¢f the ILeague of
Women Shopperg, mentioned as a
consumers groupporganized by Com-
munists. ;

Montg : ery Silent

Donald Montgomery, consumers’
counsel at thefDepartment of Agri-
culture, refusetl all comment on the
apparent reference to him in the re-
port. Mr. Mdtthews charged that a
government official in the Depart-
meént of Agriculture had used Works
Progress Afministration funds to
investigate national adverti$ing in
“Good Housekeeping” magazine and
was in cldse touch with the heads
of. the Communist-controlled con-
suﬁer organizations. : .

r. Véorhis said that millions of
persony knew that consumer organ-
izatioys were the “very antithesis”
of the whole philosophy of Com-
munism and Fascism..and thev had

~linvestigation of the advertising of
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been the foundation of the sfccess
of democracy in the Scandihavian
countries now under threat ¢f Soviet
attack.

“Not a single hearing r@ms been
held on any of the matterf contained
in the report,” Mr. Vogrhis stated,
adding that “none offthe persons,
‘mentioned has ever Peen called to|
the stand, that comufittee members'
have done no work af all in this fieild
and that the entirg report is purely
and simply the oginion of Mr. J. B.
Matthews.” Fo

-Asserting tha{f Mr. Matthews had
set himself up As “sole investigator,
judge and jurér” on the whole co-
operative moyément in America, Mr.
' that the only decent.

committee to do now,

" report attempts to brand
ommunist intrigue” protests
agaifist high milk prices, the teach-
ingfof young women to be wise shop-
, or the effor{s of consumers to,
effect the honsety in advertising,'l
ich every reputable merchant and
usiness man in America desires as
uch as the consumers do, Mr.
Voorhis said.
“I am utterly unable to see what
business a committee on un-Amer-
ican activities has defending adver-
tising as such, regardless of its
merits, or attacking consumers coun-
sels or casting discredit upon a
properly filed complaint of the Fed-
eral Trade Commission against a;
powerful magazine,” Mr. Voorhis:
continued. . i
Mr. Voorhis referred to the attack!
in the report on the activities of Mr.
Montgomery, of the Department of
Agriculture, in connection with an

“Good Housekeeping” magazine.
“This is especially unfortunate
right at this time in view of the
campaign already launched by
powerful interests to destroy the
consumers protective and co-opera-
tive movement as one of our demo-
cratic bulwarks,” Mr. Voorhis said.

Denies League Has Red Links

Mr. Voorhis said that he was
“extremely” fearful that the reaily
important findings of - the commit-
tee which had been made by
“proper methods and procedure”
would be of considerably less effec-
tiveness as a result of “this unfor-
tunate event.” .

Other members of the committee
were not in Washington tonight.
and could not be reached for com-
ment on the report.

Mrs. Mordecai Ezekiel, president
of the League of Women Shoppers
of Washington and wife of the
economic adviser to Henry A. Wal-
lace, Secretary of Agriculture, stated
today that the league had no
connection with Communists or
Fascists, and had nothing to con-.
ceal about its objectives or its pro- |
gram. The league was mentioned
in the Matthews report as being
one of the organizations founded
by the Communist party in 1935.

“As far as I know there have
keen no Communists and no Com-
munist influence in the organiza-

jon since 'I was-yronnected with{
it,” Mrs. Ezekiel s8.3. !



