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, vestigator for tHe Dies committee,

‘the Consumers National Federa-

icans to do something effective to

VOORHIS ATTACKS
DIES, NATTHEWS

{
Inquiry Member Challengesj
Procedure in Report on
Consumer Groups

‘UNDENJOGRATIC'

ChargesﬂDenouncqed Here as
Irresponsible, False, Unjust,

Representaﬁve g
nia, a Democratic:member of
Dies Committee, atcused the com-
mittee today of hsing ‘‘undemo-
cratic’” procedure in preparing and
making public a réport which said
that some consumier groups were
Communist ‘‘transmission belts.”

He declared that the report was
“purely and simply the opinion”
of J. B. Matthews, committes re-
search aide, who placed the report
in the committee record at a sub-
committee meeting attended only
by Chairman Dies.

“It was released to the press by
a suddenly appointéd one-man sub-
committee before ‘other members
even knew such a report was in
process of preparation,” Mr. Voor-
hig said,

He added that ‘‘not a single hear-
ing has been held. on any of the
matters’”’ contained in the report
and that none of the persons men-
tioned had ever been called to the
stand. :

‘I believe,” he .continued, ‘the
committee is put in a very diffi-
cult position by releasing a report
which attempts to brand as Com-
munist intrigue protests against
high milk prices, the teaching of
young women to bg wise buyers, or
the efforts of -consumers to secure
the honesty in advertising which
every reputable mérchant and busi-
ness man in Anjerica desires as
much as the consumers do.”

A letter today from the national
committee on social studies of the
American Association of University
Women demanded that hearings be
held “in view of ;jthe false impres-
sion of the consumer movement
created’” by the teport.

The Matthews réport said that “a
great part of thé current popular
and official attaék upon advertis-
ing is the direct iresuit of Commu-
nist propaganda fn the field of con-
sumer organization.”
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* Report Dexﬁounced Here
The report of J. B. Matthews, in-

drew further attﬁck here yesterday.
Denouncing it fvariously as irre-
sponsible, false,; unjust, sloppy and
inaccurate, were William Loeb of
Oyster Bay, L. 1., chairman of the
former Commiftee for ‘a Boycott
Against Japanese Aggression; Wil-
liam W. Kinckley, former chairman
of the American Youth Congress;
Helen Hall, chairman, and Profes-
sor Robert Lyxnd, vice chairman, of

tion, and Meyer Parodneck, presi-

dent of the Consumer-Farmer Milk
Cooperative, Inc., and one of the
three vice chairmen of the Milk
Consumers- Protective Committee.

Mr. Loeb asserted that ‘‘the sloppy
and irresponsible methods of Mr,
Matthews’' were ‘‘extremely detri-
mental to public confidence in the
sincerity and accuracy of the Dies
committee’s work.”

While personally ‘‘very much fa-
voring genuine investigations of
un-American activities,” Mr. Loeb
denied ‘‘most emphatically that the
Committee for a Boycott Against
Japanese Aggression was ever dom-:
inated or influenced by Commu-
nists.”” He further said:

“I wish to point out that the in-
dividuals mentioned in the report
were never members of the commit-
tee. Such absolutely inaccurate in-
formation serves only to hurt a
truly worthwhile attempt by hun-
dreds of thousands of sincere Amer-

Mr. "Loeb telegraphed to Mr. Dies
that ‘‘the silliness of American|
Communists .is only surpassed by,
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evidence presented by Dr. Matthews
must challenge the attention of
American publishers, American
business and all Americans who are
interested in the preservation of a !
free press.”’
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Retort by Professor Warne i

AMHERST, Mass., Dec. 11 (P)—
The charge that the Consumers
Union of ;the United States was
“formed Communists’’ was, de-
seribed today by Professor Colston
E. Warnd of Amherst College,
president lof the organization, as
“indicativé of the unfairness of the
Dies comrhittee.”

“Specifidally,” sald Professor
Warne, ‘4we are unfairly charged
with havikg three alleged Commu-
nists on opur board of directors:
Abraham Ysserman, counsel for the
American | Civil Liberties Union;
Dr. Jeromé Davis, former president
of the Almerican Federation of
Teachers, pnd Miss Kathleen Me-
Inerny of ‘the League of Women
Shoppers. |

‘“The progressive non-Communist
work of the Civil Liberties Union
and of the American Federation of
Teachers is sufficiently well known
to make réfutation unnecessary.
Miss McInerhy falls into a different
category. Her background with the
Democratic National Committee is.
apparently not to be considered. We
confess she is a real ‘Red.’” 'The
Dies committée must have been at-
tracted by her auburn locks.”

The Consumers Union, Professor
Warne asserted, had 90,000 mem-
bers and was non-partisan and non-
political.




Mr. Loeb telegraphed to Mr. Dies
that ‘‘the sjlliness of American
Communists A8 only surpassed by,
the absurdity of Matthews’s at-l
tacks.”

Hinckley Hits ‘“Loose’’ Charges

William W. Hinckley, former
chairman of the American Youth
Congress, after denying that he had
participated in the Americah Com-
mittee for Boycott Against Japa-
nese Aggression, as stated in the
Matthews report, said that he was
“in full agreement with what I un-
derstand to be its objectives’’ and
that he had signed the committee’s
protest against Japanese aggression
in January, 1938.

‘I have appeared before the Dies
committee recently to refute equally
loose and unjust charges made with
respect to the American Youth
Congress,”” he went on, *‘Unfortu-
nately, Chairman Dies and Mr.
Matthews were not present on the
day that I appeared, nor do they
seem to have read my testimony.”

In their joint statement, Miss
Hall and Professor Lynd declared
“In the case of the Consumers Na-
tional Federation, it (the Matthews
report) was released without giving
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In their joint statement, Miss
Hall and Professor Lynd declared:
‘“In the case of the Consumers Na-
tional Federation, it (the Matthews
report) was released without giving
us 8 hearing to meet and refute
charges which have now been blaz-
oned throughout the country. We
cannot see that there is either com-
mon decency or the shadow of fair
play in such procedure. It is an
outrageous exhibit of the abuse of
governmental power and is full of
inaccuracies, innuendoes and falsi-
ties.”

Mr. Parodneck declared that ‘‘the
products of J. B. Matthews's latest
‘research’ are not only reckless but
downright dishonest.”” He added:

“If the activities of our organiza-
tion come within the definition of
subversive activities, I am sure the
majority of Americans are subvers-
ive, otherwise they would not be
working for the social reform which
has been instituted in recent years.”

Robert W. Dunn, executive secre-
tary of the Labor Research Asso-
ciation, declared:

‘I want to state categorically that
the association is not ‘an agency of
the Commmunigt party.’ Furthermore,
I am unaware of any testimony be-
fore the Dies tommittee that has
so ‘shown.’ I was never notified by
the Dies committee that we were
even discussed before it. The Dies-
Matthews allegations with reference
to us constitute another attack on
the labor movement.”

Richard E. Berlin, executive vice
president of Hearst Magazines, Inc.,
referring apparently to that part of
the Matthews report which said
that Communist, propaganda had
prompted government agencies to
investigate national advertising,
notably in Good Housekeeping Mag-
azine, declared that ‘‘the dramatio




