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By Consumers

Called Red

To Overthro ‘,j

' By the United Press.

consumers’ organi )i were being
used by the Communjst party as
“transmission belts” t§ spread its
aims among the middi classes and

to “discredit fhe economic
?tructure of free entefprise.”
¢ J. B. Matthews, regparch director
for the committee, regprted that the
Communist party wasg utilizing con-
sumers' protests to fpverthrow the
capitalist system andgut in its place
a.Soviet system.” §

He accused the Jgriculture De-
partment  of givingf “frequent -and
favorable” publicityf to one of the
alleged Communisfdominated or-
ganizations througlf the Consumers’
Guide, published jpy. the Depart-
ment’s consumers’f counsel.

Mr. . Matthews,
traveler of ‘the

last year. Afterjtestifying hé was
hired as the coghmittee’s chief in-
lvestigator. Durihg recent hearings

on the Americgh Youth Congress,
Mrs. Franklin Df Roosevelt,-who at-
tended them, feriticized him for
questioning witfesses as though they
were “criminalj, considered guilty,

being tried before the.bar.”
Only Pies Present.
Mr. Matthewp’ report on consumers’
organizations Jwas filed with the

“a special meeting”
The only member
ee present was Chair-
., Texas).
. blamed Communist
propaganda fmong consumer organ-
izations for jvhat.it described as “the
lar and officlal attack
ising.” - "It cited “the
recent actipn of a government offi-
cial in ‘thd ‘Department of Agricul-
ture who findertook an investigation
al advertising in Good

Matthgws did not name
cial, addjng that while there was no
record that the findings were “used
as a bfsis for action against the
magazige, - it mdy be assumed that
such ‘wis-the infention.” .

is & Péderal Trade Commis-
mpliint pending against Good

Housekeeping charging it" with mis-
teprégentation. o .
©/ List of “Belts.”

‘I?ie consymers’ organizations al-
legéd by Matthews to be “transmis-
sibnn beMs” were the League of

Women Shoppers, Consumers Union,
Consumers  National Federation,
| Committee for Boycott Against Jap-
laniese Aggression, Milk Consumers
Protective Committee, the Cpnsumer- _
Farmer Milk Co-operative, New

York Consumers Council, and six}
organiations in New York, Detr

Chicago and Los Angeles, “set 2t by
Communists and their sy thizers
and purporting to ] the high

cost of living.”

Of seome of
Mr. Matthews,
ing to say,

se organizations
port had the follow-

e ————————

The League of Women Shoppers—
“The first of the Communist party’s

consumer organizations set up in

1935.” An active organizer, the re-
port said, was Susan Jenkins, who, it
added, once admitted under oath in
New Jersey Chancery Court that she
had been an employee of the Paily
Worker, Communist publication.
Consumers’ Union—“Three persoris
held the leadership in the agifation

|

i

the offi-~

and maneuvering of the Communist
in the setting
Susan

and sentenced” in 1925 as a “Com-
munist attempting to bore from
within the United States army,” it
said; Kallet “has been actively en-
gaged in exploiting the consumer

former fellow- movement, as expressed in the co-

ommunist party, gperati
was a witness befpre the committee mp:nistvgi'rtgf’l’ pehalf of the Gom-

Committee for Boycott
Japanese Aggression—*“The
the Communist party” in this group,
the report said, is clear from the
names of participants, who included
Ben Gold, Robert W, Dunn, Michael
Quill, William B. Spofford, Jerome
Davis, William Hinckley, Joseph P.
Lash and Kathleen McInerny.

e Milk Consumers' Protective
‘Committee, whose chairman is Susan
Jenkins—The report said an affi-
davit by Meyer Parodneck, vice
chairman, alleged that Rose Nelson,
one of the organizers, was “an

party.”
The -Consumer-Farmer Milk Co-

operative—It said Susan Jenkins and
the most

Parodneck were ‘‘among
active leaders” of this group.

New York Consumers’ Council—

Susan Jenkins, vice president.

Against| According to th
hand of| Earl Browder,

avowed member of the Communist

munist party, in

one of the party’s

belts.”
“Worthy of

e report described by
head of the Com-=

his testimony as
“transmission

Attention.”

«Communists understand that ade
vertising performs an indispensable
function in a mass production econ=
omy, and that advertising as an

economic process,
questions which

good or bad advertising copy,

wholly apart from
have to do with
is as

essential a part of the distributive
mechanism as are railroads and re-

tail outlets,” the report
Communists believe
to sabotage and destroy adver=
and through its destruction

“Therefore,
that
tising,

said,

to undermine and help destroy the

capitalist system
is a revolutionary

of free enterprise
tactic worthy of &

Consumers National Pederation—! great deal of attention.



