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Excerpts from Town Meeting ' Jamuary 23, 1939
Is American Menaced by Foreign Propaganda?
it e
Je e Matthews, p, 13:
foderator:

Thank you, Mr, Prowder, And now may I present Yr, J, 7, Matthews,
author of the Odyssey of a 'ellow Traveler, and an outstanding witnese
before the Dies cbnnitteo.
ur, Matthews:

In answering this quection affirmatively, I am not thinking of Amerist
ag & geographical entity, It is true that the dictatorshipee-all three
of theu-ohnyo developed the technique of propaganda or 1deolosical pene-
tration of foreign gountries as a measure preparatory to later armed cone
quest, Put the America which is meanced most immediately by toriien
propaganda 1s a spiritual rather than a geopraphicel entity, It is, in
brief, Americanism which is menaced by the invasion of forelign ideolosies

Americaniem ie a spiritual force, workinr. economically, in & system
of private property and free enterprise; embodied, politically, in a pove
ernuent of checis and'balancoa; and expressins 1teelf culturally in toler
ance, religloue liberty, and freedom of thought,

The totalitarian eystens--Fas@éem, Nazism, Communien, and the anonye
mous "planned economies" of lesser Infamye-are antithetical to ‘mericanie:
Desplte the wretched fagces they make at each other, the Alctatorshipe ree
semble each other more and more, Some rave forgotten and others should b
told that the Communist International halled iHitler's triumph in Cermany
in the following lancuage: "The establishment of an opén feeclet dice
tatorship, by destroyins gall the democratic 1llusions guong the mapses ..
accelerates the rate of Cermany's development tovards proletarian dictae
torship," In those days, Nazis and Communiste were alike fran:ly intent
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upon destroying "democratic illusions." Hitler and ftalin were the
tweedledum and tweedledee of dicatorship, :

All of the totalitarian systems are now engaged in floodins the world
with their propeganda, Of all the countries in the world, besides their
own, America 1s the most logical object of their propasanda drives, The
aim of the Communist Tnternational ie, in its own words, "the establieho/d
ment of & world union of socialist soviet republics." A world revolutione
ary movement with such colocsal ambitione would hardly be eo stupid as to
overlook the richest potential member of ite world union, Stalin himself
remaried: "I considerthat the Communict Party of the United States is
one of the few Communist Parties to which hietory haes given decisive ﬂ“:ul‘
tacks from the point of view of the world revolutionary movement," In i
view of the stratecic importaence of the !Inited Statee amons the nations,
it 18 clear that international grgpupanﬁlpta,tryin« to'sollqany E}hd of
r.yolution_or any ind of war would concentrate much of thelr beet efforte
upon America,

The Cormunist Internationdl s at the moment peddlings proletarian
revolution only ao a eide llno;';ta mein line of goods 1e a military ale
liance in the antlicipated world ilr. 81x yeare aro, it halled Vitler's
triumph as & welcome dertruction of "democratic illueslons"; today it
poges as the world's heavyweight champion of demoerascy. The remarkable
difference between these positions is due colely to the Comintern's now
dominant desire to have the !Inited Stateseeleft intact as & bourgeois
natione-ae a military ally 1n‘tho fortheoming war to make the world safe
for Stalinoeracy., To that end, proletarian revolution in the United
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States must walt upon war-nongering, LAV, T - AL Z,ﬁyr;‘
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The Communist International is the creature of the Stalin dictatore

ship, 2ll the organizational lubtorfugol to the contrary notwithetanding,

Likewise, the Communiest Party of the United States is the creature of the
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Communisct Intémtlﬁul. despite the chorue of denial. ‘rho.orﬂohl
literature of the communicte makes this crystal clear, ‘

The Communict Party, U,7,A., operating for the Stalin dlotatorship,
employe two & encies, more than all others, for the spread of ite propae
randa here, Thece agencles are the united front and the trade unions,

The Communiet Party hac set up scoros of unitedefront orgénizetions
vﬁooe dominant purpose is to extend the perty's influence far beyond the
boundaries of ite card-holding membership, These united-front orranizae-
tione cleim to reach approximately ten million Americans, The most 8ige

nificant fect concerning the succese of communist proparanda in the
United States~-and at the seme time 2 fair nouéurc of 1te menaceg~is to
be found in the emazins phenomenon that every important unitedefront
gathering of the Communiet Pa-ty in tﬁa United States within the past
year hae been opened in percon or with written greetinss by someone high
in the eouncils of the Americen Federal Covernment, | >o2dud’

The leader of the Communist Party in this country has mede clear the
precise nature end degree of the control which his Party exercises over
there united«front Sngsruments of the Comintern, "In the center,” he de-
clared, "ae the gonscilous movins and directive forece of the United frmt
in all ite phasese, stands the Communist Party,"

Labor unions have been looked upon, from the very beginninc of te
VMarxist movement down to its latest Stalinist emendation, as the most
useful tool of proletarian revolution, "“The trade unions are schoole of
communiem,"” wrote “arx, MG gl s

The communist view has alwaye been that a trade union whiech does not
serve a rovolutignary end should he destroyed as epeedily as poessible,
Foth the ethiee and? the trade union--trntogy of the communiste are well
11lustrated by Lenin's brutally frenk advice on tradeunions, "It e
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neceseary to be able," he wrote, "to resort to all sorte of devicee,
manoeuvres, and illegal methods, to evaelor and subterfure, in order to
penetrate into the trade unio-na, to remain in them, an? to carry on gome
munist work in them at all coets,” |

The most notable succespes of the propagania of the Communist Intere
national in this country in recent years have been theswellings ranks of
organiged labor, Twelve of the forty mesbers of the newly chosen governe

ing body of the C,I,0, are Communicrt Party members or welleknown fellow

travelers, It would be a great mistaie, however, to Jﬁnp.to the coneclusion

that the Communiest Party ignores any opportunitiesc for penetrating the
A.,Fo of L, and for carrying on communict work in ite unions,

The Communiet Party finds in the unione the valuee of clase hatred, T
Vaxim Corky wrote in hire glorification of "proleterien hatred"; "We chall
convince ourselves that each banker, manufacturer, landlord, ls the mure
derer of hundreds, and, it may bve, of thousande of the mest healthy, efe
ficlent and talented people, A genuine, eincere roevolutionary,...cannot
but maintain an attitude of conscirus, active, herolec hatred tolardl his
vile enenmy,"

Lihnnku to Mertin Diee an’ hie Congressional alsociato;i}rorolgn propée
ganda of all varieties has received a severe set-back in America, Leg
Congress and the American people keep Dies on the job, With 150,000--lescs
than one-half of one per cant of the cost of a battleshipeeplaced at the
dispoesal of Dies and his committee, most of the menace of the foreirn
"feme” can be dlepelled, |
Hoderator:

Thank you, Mr, MatthewbS,...c.s
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Moderator: Now, Mr, Matthews, will you comment?
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[ It would ve ?rolu-ptuoua on my part to stand here eae a defender of the
Dies Committeej but may I point out that the witnesses who appeared before
the Dies coaniitoo cannot properly be cherged areinet the Committee itself,
including the person who stands before you now? The Committee was handie
capped to the very limit of the possibilities of handicap by the Adminise
tration at vacshington, It was not provided with counsel, &8s requested by
Congresc, which woul? have enabled the Committee to ro more thoroughly over
the tectimony of witnesses in advance of their appearasnces, an? to smooth
out some of the unmistakable evidencee of the presence of crackpote in the
enti-gommunist fold,

I wonder if Nr, Eﬁést has read the report of the Dies Committee to the
Congreecs, The report differs very groafly from the record of the hearinge,
The report is a summary of what the Co mittee considered the substantial
evidence, substantiasted by the usual ruloaiér evidence, and not eimply
isolated things tectifled to by cracipot witnesses, Thi;‘rtport will, in
my opinion, stand up un’er the oloﬁoat sorutiny from the standpoint of the
rules of evidence employed by any Conrressional investigation in the paet,
and by the courts, as a rulej for, whatever we may think personally of the
Dies Committee, the country hae unmistakably riven ite verdict and has ree
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quested that Martin Dies' Committee stay on the job, ftr-ggtﬁ M ’/“ /ﬂ
voman (to Mr, Matthees): If as you say the Dies Conmittee is combate
ing all foreign "isms" in thie country, why were Fritz Kuhn, the Nazi
leader in America, and other members of the Nazi Pund guests &t a private
banquet given in honor of Yartin Dies by the New fork State Tconomio
Couneil?
Mr, Matthews: The dinner given by the New York State Zecmnomic Cancil

a8 not & private dinner, It was a public dinner, I am reliably informed,




IJ As a matter ot.f&gt .l.read JAt s %@ papers, ac well ae receiving private

1ufornation to that effects So fer ae T know, Fritz Kuhn mey be in this
audience tonight, If he 1o, he 1s here under exactly the same ausplces
that he wae under when he attended that dinner, an? no obher.

Moderator: You mean the same conditions, not auspices,

Mr, Matthews: The same conditions, yes} not ausplieee, Just this fure
ther word§ Yhen his presence was known at that dinner, Mertin Dies pointed
hie finger and, I am told, shook his flst at Fritz ‘uhn and soundly de-
nounced the thinge for rhieh Fuln stood, And the fact that his statement
to ¥uhn in that reepect was suppressed in a large art of the prese of New
York City 1e a fault not to be laid to Martin Dies but, rather, to that
goodly floock of fellow travelers who infeet the press, not only of the left
but of the entire country,
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Moderator: ...vill‘you give us your definition of Americaniem?
snsvos
Mr, Matthewe: I would like to repeat mine, that America ie¢ an advene
ture, workin: ooonomically in a ayatom of private property and free entere
prise, embodle’ govermmentally 1n a government of checke and balancon-.no£\>
with WPA gheciks and debit balanceseeoxprescsin: iteelf culturally in roligl-

ous liberty, tolerance, amd freedom of thought,
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Moderator: I recosnize, up there inthe box, Dr, Clyde uiilcr. the
executive secretary of the Tnstitute for Propaganda Analysis, which hae

been referred to several times, Dr, iller, have you a question or comment?

~
-

Dr, "iller: I should like to ask a quesrtion of Mr, atthews, who ape
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parently has spoken for the Dies “ommittee, and thet ie why the Dieg Come
Mttee hac not investigated the propaganda of the Reverend "inrod, of ¥aneag
» for years hae incited hatred of Catholies; why-the niosAcammlttoo hae
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not investigeted the propaganda of Father Coughlin, *ho hae inecited hatred

of another ronploua rroups and, finally, why the Dies Committee hae not
nkod%om‘y Ford took that decorstion from Hitler, and is keeping it,

¥r, Matthewe: There iz & presumption in the question that answers an
important part of the question: namely, thet the Dies Committee has not
invectigated thus end so, Personally, I em not in posseseglon of any ine
formation that would enable me to be ae positive about that as Dr. Miller

seems to be, T 4o happen to know quite noumonuuyucnulny. let us say
~«that the Dies Committee has had investigators workins at & number of clu
on which there has not yet heen any public testimony, and not yet anything
in a printed record, <ut that 1s not saying thatthe Dies Committee haz not

investigated thies, that, or any other,

If Dr, Miller wishes, I am sure that the Committee wollld be glad to
receive from him, if it i1s cantinued by Tonrrecs, & surgestion that it
investigate these and 6ther thinrse which may occur to him,

wr wew

Moderator: ....s¥r, Dies was acked to come tonirht and speak, He

could not come, and Mr, Hatthewe is here in hie place, ¥r, Dies had ean-

other .“H.SWQnt.... (4 ke K - pA "‘ "',/‘:,
)
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“Man (to Mr, Matthews): If, in view of Alsclosures herethies evening,
there are 800 Naz! organizations in the United States, wasn't your testile
mony before the Dies Committee last year insccurete, when you said tlme
vae no Na=mi propaganda in the United States?

¥r. Matthews: I never cald that there is no Nazi propaganda in the
United States,
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