liay 24, 1941

Fellow Bookshop Nember:

Since newspaper accounts of The Bookshop's emergency membership meeting
Tuesday, May 20, were neither complete nor accurate, we are sure you want to
know (if you missed the meeting) what actually happened. A brief summary follows:

The meeting was held at the Burlington Hotel, with some 375 members present--
so far as known, the largest cooperative mesting ever held in Washington.

The meeting was closed to the press, because of the distortions with which
The Bookshop's case had been handled. However, one Will Allen, &a reporter
for The News, entered as a membsr under a different name. He was recognized,
and asked whether he was present as a member or as a reporter. He refused to
say. Thereupon he was invited to lsave the meeting as o reporter, though he
wes free 10 remain as o momber. He refuscd to go. Then, becausc of his past
Journalistic troatmont of progrcessive organizstions ond his obvious attempt to
cover The Bookshop mceting in an unfalr monner, the mombers votod to oxpel
him from membership in tho Bookshop. He still rofuscd to go, and invited
the use of fores--an obvious provocation. The Chairman deelined to uso
forcc, and announcod that the mocting would bo thrown open to the pross,

and that Will Allon might rcmain in the eapncity of roporter. Tho othor
papcers wore immediatoly ealled, =nd all roportcrs =.dmittod.

Undor the rogular ordor of busincss, tho Chairmen roported on tho roasons
why, on April 18, tho Board of Trustous hod votod to disaffilisto with tho

D. C. Co-op Lecguc. Ho pointcd out that the controvorsy h2d boon cumilative
since the carly summcr of 1940, boginning with Tho Bookshop's protost ct

the disproportionato asscssmont 1sid on it to support thc Loaguc. Rolations
h2d worsconod aftor Deccmbor, 1940, when the Leaguo attomptod to consor
Bookshop mailings. Min2lly, tho rocont insinuztory 2ttack on Tho Bookshop
through tho thrce Locguc rosolutions and the failurc to support Tho Book-
shop's mcmborship drive, lcd tho Board to cxcreisc tho prorogntive granted

in tho constitution -nd votc to disaffili-tc with thc Longuo. Howcver, Tho
Bookshop neverthcloss answerod the Longuo's rusolutions, simply as o mattor of
courtosy. This wholc mottor was tnkon up in the full lottor rocently scnt to
211 Bookshop mombors.

A roport wns then given of the cvents of Fridry, May 16, whon thc Dics Com-
mittoec subpoon~cd Dwvid ieCnlmont, counsel for the Co-op Loaguc, to givo up
the list of Bookshop mcmbers from tho Lengue, hondquarters.e The facts sent out
in an earlicr mailing worc mde eloar, 2s to: 1. BeCalmont had no right to
give up the list, sinco it s The Bookshop's propcrty, not his; 2. Ho had
promiscd Mrs. Ch-rlcs Putnam, Prosidont of tho Co~op Lecngue, that ho would
not usc tho list; 3. Ho hnad scgrogntod tho nomos in advonec, so that whon tho

Dios ngent 2appearcd and typcd out thec subpocna om tho spot, thoe list wns
roady; 4. Ho had morked tho 1list with tho symbols, *S* for Stalinist® ond *R®
for "Rochdnleito", without any faotual ovidonce (by his own ~dmission to tho
Co-op Loaguc Bozrd) other than his porsonal prodilsetions. 5. Ho was propared
to tostify before the Dics Committoc ®as his duty®, 6. Ho h2d held socrot
caucusses at thoe Co-op Lozguc herdquartoers to "akg over® The Bookshop. 7.Ho
h;d approachod the FBI on the subjoet of Thc Bookshop, 2pparontly boceausc ho
did not approve of thc authors and ~rtists who had spokon thorc, or of tho
magazinos and books sold thorc.
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Throughout the roports, 2 small group of porsons n-d bucn using v rious par-
liomentory dovices to eroate diversions. At 2bout this point an attompt was

m> du to introduco 2 resolution condcmning thce Board for rosigning from the Co-
op Leagus, and in offcet sustaining tho actions tikon by MceCalmont. Tho Chairman
roquosted that the resolution be hold for prosentation under tho proper order of
bus incss. Thoroupon the resolution was changod $0 "an amondment to tho provious
motion." This rusultcd in somc confusion, sinco apprrontly thero hnd boon no
immedintcly procoding motion, and the Chairmon ~grin roquested that it be hold
until tho proper ordor of busincss. At this, o young woman e¢~mc forward with

% hondful of popors, ~nd sorcamod, "All right, hero ~ro our rosignations!" ond
throw thoem % the Chnire She then, along with oight othor porsons, lcft the moct-
ing, ~n1 thc order of businoss was rosumod.

Under Articlc II, Secetion 4 of The Bookshop's constitution, the mombers votcd to
sust~in the Bonrd's cetion in cxpelling MeCalmont from momborship in The Bookshop,
on the grounds of his ~ctions.

A rosolution wns passcd to petition the Co-op Le~guc Bo~rd for - spoeiql mecting
of tho gntire Looguc to considor lcCrlmont's botray~l of trust 2s on officer of
tho Co-op Loaguo, in volunt-rily surrondoring Tho Bookshop's memborship list to a
Dies ngonte. (Tho Longuo originnlly sot this mccting for June 2, but on MNay 23,
postponcd it to "Junc 20 or thcroaftur'---on the grounds th~t thore was not timc
to preparo for = Junc 2 mecting. Tho Bookshop's rosign~tion is not offcetive
until Junc 18.)

Tho following rosolution was introduccd, and passcds "In thc nome of intolloctual
frocdom, Tho Bookshop, 7. consumor eoosporativoe, domands of tho Diocs Committoe tho
right to dofond itsclf publicly. It condomns the illcgnl scizurc of its menber-
ship 1list by tihc Committuc. It denics as flatly untruc the insinuntions that Tho
Bookshop is o Communist_orgonization, and charactcerizos such chorgos s an attock
on ovory Amcric-n's Constitutionnl right to road the books nd say tho things he
ploascs. " Bucousc tho issuc of consorship is so clcar, tho mombors of Tho Bookshop
rofus¢ to be frightoncd into hysh-hishing iloas or tzkng 'controversial'! books
off tho sholves, and stand on the Bill of Rights 1s an instrumont still in force
in Amcrica.®

A motlon was mado ~nd posscd 0 pormit MeCalmont 0 make 2 st~tomont beforo tho
members, boeausc ho had roquested thise Ho wos cccordingly c2llcd in, ond sum-
mnrizod his position ~s followss 1. Hc h~d ~ legal right to The Bookshop liste
2. H¢ axd no altcern~tive bubt to turn it ovor to the Dios ngont. 3« Hc hnd hold
scerot moctings in the hopc of making ~ "re~l eooperative®™ of Tho Bookshop.

4. Hec no longor bolicved thnt possiblo.

Tho mombers gruoted MoCalmont's st~tement with completc silencos He thon loft.

Tho f~cts proviously montioncd in this lotter worc pointod out. A motion was

mdo 2n passcl oxprossing confidonec in Tho Boakshop Bonrd ~nd its -~ctions in

tho crisis. Announcoment wns malc thnt no mnswer hnas boon recoived to Tho
Bookshop's tclogrom 40 the Dics Committco roquesting 2 hearing. Scveral mombors
fforci 1o toke lifc menmborships in The Boyokshop, (sincc tho list was soized,

thore have buon 56 rosign-~tions =ni 95 now menborships). The mocting was aijourncd
with o domon2 for 2 new momborship drive, so tho public m~y know that The Bookshop
n2s nothing o0 hiles ni rofuses to ~ccopt consorship so long as this is A democracy.
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P. 8. Information his Jjust beon rocoived that Zgla Ardene Clear, who according to
licCalmont sorvod s socretary of his *committoc 0 reorgonize The Bookshops, has
beon working diroectly with tho Dies Committco and wos in conforonce with the Dios
committoc this morning. It is undorstood that Miss Cloar, whilo zcting os

caucus seeret ry, holped McColmont mark the Bookshop list with *3* and "R" symbols.

Sincoroly,
o U mrver
/

Julcs Yand‘gé

Executive Scerctory




