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= TO BOOKSHOP MEMBERS: ear 

Today an agent of the Dies Committee appeared at the office of the 

D. G, Cooverative League with subpoena issued for David McCalmont, 

General Counsel for the League, demanding the menbership list of 

the Washington Bookshop. Mrs. Charles W. Putnam, Chairman of the 

D. @. Cooperative League, whd was present, tried to protect the 

list by taking it into her possession and trying to leave the 

Building. The Dies Committee agent pursued her and forcibly 
seized the list from her., The curious factors cf the incident 

ave these: ae 

_.. 1. The Bookshop membership list wes in the custody of the — 

“" Dy C, Cooperative Learue for the purposes of general mail- 

ines of Cooperatin litereture to all memb<rs of Washington 
cooperatives, and was merged with similar lists of the mem- 

bership of Konsum, Rochdale, Farm Bureau Insurance, Cooperators’ 
Properties, and others. : ah See 

2, The Dice Corrilttee subpoena was issued on David IeCalmont 

Bookshop but has no official connection with it, 
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3. The Bookshop morbership list had been segregated from the 

total alphabetical List of all members of the D. ©, Coopere- 
‘tives before the arrival of the Dics Committee agent. r 

After this incident occurred Mrs, Putnem went to the Dies Committee 

office to lodge a protest apainst the illegal procedure of the 

Dize Coamistee agent. It has beeene knowm that a small group of 

people hocoed by Mr, MeCalmont have met several times to organize 
ad-reiting cetion against The Bookshop. It is known thet he had 

jn his sus ocy duplicate lists of Bookshop members, a breech of 
the truss which is implicit when ome organization places its rem- 

“pershio list in the office of an affiliate orgunizetion. 
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This episode mekes it obvious that ‘one or more people -~ perhaps 

__ too willingly in the incrensing attacks on everything progressive | 

| “end @ehodrctie in our cultural life, ‘iAadoll ta the ctrtespond-  — 
ence sent to members recently, this episode makes doubly clear . 

otherretgon thhtathe Borrd.of Trustees of the..Weshingbon Bqokshep _ 

decided to resign from the Cooperative Leepuc,  In_view of 
these events, an cmotgency moebing okshop _ is 

eflled for Tuesday evoning, Mey ;_th 
peed . Tee 4 2 be 
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BOO:SHOP STATEMENT ON THE SEIZURE OF ITS MEMBERSHIP LIST BY THE DIES COMMITTEE 

The Dies Committee's roundabout methods of securing 1 list of the co- 

operative Bookshop's members are dime-novel detoctive nonsonse. Tho Bookshop 

has nothing to conconl, and Mr. Dies himself is welcome to becomo 2 membor 

if ho is intcrostod in litorature to the tune of ono dollar's worth. But 

perhaps Mr. Dies would decline momborship, oxpressing himself as suspicious 

of such Bookshop programs as "From Bach to Boogic-Woogic". 

In fact, the Committeo's attack is an attompt ot censorship of idonas-- 

an attempt to dotcrmine for the ronding public what thoy shall or shall not 

bo able to buy from their bookshops. As a culturrl organization, Tho Book- 

shop wonders whit such consorship will moan to the futuro of domocracy in 

America. 

The Bookshop resigned from the D. C. Cooporative Loaguo on April 18 be- 

¢ auso tho League (to which The Bookshop had contributed hundreds of dollars 

for cooperative education), through a few individuals, attempted to oxorciso 

control over Tho Bookshop in 2 manner which had no justifiention in the 

Co-op Lexrgus constitution. This meddling with the affairs of on offiliato 

body, in an undomocratic fashion, lod Tho Bookshop to fall bick on its 

rights 19 an indopondont cooporttivo, nd sovor its rolations with tho 

Longue. Tho Bookshop was NOT oxpolled.
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The business and cultural policy of Tho Bookshop his romainod constant 

since its organization in tho f2ll of 1938. As late as December, 1940, 

at tho regular mombership mcoting, tho memborship unanimously endorsed 

the sentiment of a letter written by The Bookshop Board of Trustoos to tho 

C cooperative Longue criticizing attempted censorship of Bookshop mailings 

by the Loaguo; and, further, tho momborship affirmed tho action of Tho 

Bookshop Board as boing within tho right of any affilintod cooperative to 

takee When the Cooperativo Leaguo invitod the Bookshop to bocomo a mombor, 

it obviously found no objection to Bookshop policios. Apparently the League's 

concoption of democracy, not tho Bookshop's, hrs changed. 

David McCalmont, without authority from tho Leaguo, counsol for the 

Cooperative Lorgue, scems to have appointod himsolf--without authority from 

the Longue -- as 4 ono-men smearor, in an attompt to discredit the activitios 

of a cooperativo organization of 1,200 mombors -- simply because he did not 

agree with somo of the books sold on tho Bookshop's shelvos, or some of the 

Statements advanced by the authors and artists who spoke at The Bookshop -- 

such eminent porsons as Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, Erskino Caldwell, Langston 

Hughes, Sherwood Anderson, Ruth McKennoy, W.-H. Audon, and Rockwoll Kent. 

Mrs- Putnam, on tho other hand, as Prosident of tho Cooperativo 

Lesgue, felt that tho Bookshop's mombership list -- though in the custody 

of the League -- was its own property, and not Mr. McCalmont's to turn ovor to — 

the Dies Committeo. Though Mr. MceCalmont readily assisted the Committoo 

agont, Mrs. Putnam resisted his attempt to tako tho membership rocords, and 

fled with the list from tho Longuo headquarters. Sho was overtaken by tho 

Committee agont, and tho list forcibly soized despite her protests. 

It is oasy to undorstand, in theso days of rapid movement toward war,
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why the Dios Committco would roadily sttack frocdom of thought and speoch, 

but the Bookshop finds it difficult to wmdorstand tho attack on a logiti- 

mate business entorprise, owned and operated by its mombors. Porhaps tho 

businoss scomod loss logitimate to Mr. Dics becauso it was cooperative -= 

an idea for which Mr. Dies has already shown abhorronco. Cooporation is 

part and parcel of democracy, ond if we cannot havo froodom of thought and 

cooperative enterprise in Amorice -- or in Washington, D. CG. -- thon tho 

Amorican poople are in for vory sorry days indcod, wmless thoy put a stop 

to such irresponsible murauding against tho Constitution of tho United 

S tatos. 
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Jules Yanovors 

Exccutivo Socrotary 

THE BOOKSHOP


