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Today an agent of the Dies Committee appear ed at the office of the g
D. C. Coonerative League with subpoena issued for David McCalmont 54
General Counsel for the League, demanding the membership list of :
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t“e Washington Bookshop. Mrs. Charles W@, Puinam, Chairman of th ‘s
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eident oceurred Mrs, Putnem went to the Dies Committee
dge a protest apainst the illegal procedure of the

tee apent., It has become known that & small group of
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have met several times to organiz
&?ii““t “hs Dookshop It is known thet he had
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This enisode mekes it obvious thzt ‘one or mere people -- perhaps
-.:m.a=vwali¢3' D.~+in the.cooperative movement ere, oworerftvnr hll :
+oo willi in the ircreasing attacks on vbrythlrg progress S5 e
“'end - d“ﬂﬁ”*f?ic in our eiulturel life. 'iAddol .t4the chrrespond-
ence scnt to members recently, ihis episode mokes douhly clenr
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the rretson tnnf $he Bonmdaof T“u"fm“s of iha Weshinghon Bookshop

= SN )

decided to resign from the Cooperative Tﬁcrue In view of '
thess vpnts &n cmergeney moetbing of the Bonkshop membership is

crlled for Tuesdny evening, Mey 20, 8 P, M, at the Bookshop.
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BOOxSHOF STATEMENT ON THE SEIZURE OF ITS MEMBERSHIP LIST BY THE DIES COMMITTEE

The Dies Committee's roundabout methods of securing a list of the co=-
operative Bookshop's mombers are dime-novel detoctive nonsense. The Bookshop
has nothing to concoal, and Mr. Dies himsclf is welcome t0 becomo 2 membor
if ho is intcrosted in litorature to the tunc of ono dollar's worth. But
porhaps Mr. Dies would decline mombership, oxpressing himself as suspicious
of such Bookshop programs as "From Bach to Boogic<loogic™.

In fact, the Committeo's attack is an attompt 2t consorship of idoas--
an attempt to dotermine for the roading public what thoy shall or shall not
bo able to buy from thoir bookshops. A4s a culturnl orgonization, Tho Book-
shop wondors what such censorship will mocan to the futurec of domocracy in
America.

Tho Bookshop resignod from the D. C. Cooporative Loaguo on April 18 be-
¢ auso tho Loague (to which Tho Bookshop had contributed hundreds of dollars
for cooporative cducation), through o fow individuals, attempted to oxoreiso
control over Tho Bookshop in 2 monner which h~d no justifie~tion in +the
Co-op Lengue constitution. This meddling with the affairs of an affiliato
body, in an undomocratic fashion, lod Tho Bookshop to fall back on its
rights ns an indopondont cooporative, nnd scver its rolations with tho

Looguc. Tho Bookshop was NOT oxpolled.
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The business and cultural policy of Tho Bookshop has romained constant
since its organization in tho f21l of 1938. As late as Docembor, 1940,
at tho regular membership mecting, tho memborship unaonimously endorsed
the sentiment of a letter written by The Bookshop Board of Trustocs o tho
C ooperative Loague criticizing attemptod censorship of Bookshop mailings
by the Locguo; and, further, tho momborship affirmed tho action of Tho
Bookshop Board as boing within tho right of any affiliatod cooperative to
tako. Whoen the Cooperative Leaguc invitod tho Bookshop to bocame a momber,
it obviously found no objection to Bookshop policios. Apparently the League's
concoption of democraey, not tho Bookshop's, hns changed.
David MeCalmont, without authority from the Leaguo, counsol for the
Cooperative Longue, scems to have nppointod himsolf--without authority from
the Loogue -- as a2 ono-mon smearcr, in an attompt to discrodit the zetivities
of a cooperativo organization of 1,200 mombors -- simply because he did not
agree with somo of the books sold on theo Bookshop's shelves, or some of the
gtatements advanced by the authors and ~rtists who spoko 2t The Bookshop --
such eminent porsons as Mrs. Franklin D. Roosovelt, Erskine Caldwell, Langston
Hughos, Sherwood Anderson, Ruth McKennoy, W.H. Audon, and Rockwoll Kent.
Mrs. Putnam, on tho other hand, as Prosident of tho Cooperativo
Lengue, felt that tho Bookshop's mombership list -- though in the custody
of the Loogue -- was its own property, and not Mr. McCalmont's to turn over to
the Dies Committecs Though Mr. MceCGalmont readily assisted the Committoe
agonts Mrs. Putnom rosisted his attompt to tako tho mombership records, and
fled with the list from the Leonguo hoadquarters. Sho was overtaken by tho
Committoo ngont, and tho list forcibly soized despite her protosts.

It is oasy to undorstand, in theso doys of rapid movement toward war,
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why tho Dios Committeo would recadily attack frocdom of thought and spcoch,
but tho Bookshop finds it difficult to wdorstand tho attack on a logiti-
mate business entorprise, owned and oporatcd by its momberse Pecrhaps tho
businoss soomod loss logitimate to Mr. Dics becausc it was cooperativg --
an idea for which Mr. Dies has alrcady shown abhorronce. Cooporation is
part and parcel of democracy, ond if we cannot have froodom of thought and
cooporative cnterprise in Americe -- or in Washington, D. C. -- then tho
American poople are in for vory sorry doys indecod, unless theoy put a stop
to such irresponsible mourauding against tho Constitution of the United

S tatos.
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Julos Yanovor,
Exocutivo Scecrotary
THE BOOKSHOP
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