
  

READING TIME’® 13 MINUTES 30 SECONDS 

HEN you and I were young, 
there was no need for a youth 
congress. We sat and ‘listened 

pur elders. We went out, when the 
e came to earn a living, and we 
md jobs—at low wages, to be sure, 
with pretty hard working con- 

ons; but that was what we ex- 
ted to find. We did the jobs, and 
rprising number of us managed 

iid new avenues opening up, new 
rtunities, new worlds to conquer. 

ie rest of us lived and died in drab 
dificult surroundings, with our 

ents frequently curtailed to 
rather elemental things. 
nce asked a woman who held a 
in her arms, and was surrounded 
alf a dozen other children of 

ving ages, why, in her community, 
| the men and some of the women 

on a on paydays. Her answer 
was: “There are only two pleasures 

e can have. One is drink and the 
other is sex.” Hence the preponder- 

ance of drunks in the old days in what 
was known as the “lower classes” 

d the numberless children of the 
iT. 

nough people went out and found 
opportunities for us to forget 

se who did not. 
he need for a government program 
elp unemployed people; the need 
a government program to help 

th get more training for a job; 
the need for various groups to 
together to discuss their own 

cult situations, is why we have 
ms, workers’ alliances, and a 

th congress. That is why people 
not see in a name just a happy 
up of youngsters, and why some 

people are afraid of them. In reality, 
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it is not the young- 
sters, nor even what 
they do or what they 
say or think, but it 
is the circumstances 
which have led to 
these groups getting 
together which in- 
spire people with 
fear. So far, these 

groups are not very strong, but no- 
body knows when they may be. That 
is why we find the comfortable people 
of the world looking at them warily. 
Between four and five million unem- 
ployed young people is the estimate 
made by the American Youth Com- 
mission, That means that there are 
more people unemployed today below 
the age of twenty-five than over. A 
serious problem for youth. 

Let us stop for a minute to consider 
just what our attitude as older, re- 
sponsible citizens in a democracy 
should be. We cannot deny that we 
have a certain responsibility, because 
the world as it is today was made by 
us, If we have wars in Europe and 
in the Far East, it is not the young 
people of twenty to thirty who carry 
any of the responsibility. It is we 
who saw war, the last war of twenty 
years ago, who have been directing 
public affairs, either actively or in- 
differently, ever since, who must now 
wake up in the night and wonder just 
what kind of world we have built for 
the youth of today. 

Oh, we can hide behind such re- 
marks as: “ Life is no more difficult 
today than it was forty years ago.” 

. “Those who want to work 
really can getahead.” . . . “* Youth 
has gone soft. We have done too much 
for them.” All these things are prob- 
ably true in isolated instances. But 
the big thing is that we made the 
world such as it is today, and we had 
better face the fact that at least youth 
has a right to ask from us an honest 
acceptance of our responsibility, a 
study of their problems, co-operation 
with them in their efforts to find a 
solution, and patience in trying to 
understand their point of view and 
in s*ating our own, 

critics of some recent events in Washington 

way 1 STILL BELIEVE
 

Like so many other countries in 
the world, we are seizing upon the 
fear of Communism as a good excuse 
for attacking anything we do not like. 
Of course we have Communists in 
this country, and of course they ap- 
peal to youth, The Communist Party 
leaders are giving youth training; 
they will help them to live while they 
volunteer as workers in something 
which they believe is going to help 
other young people. They are giving 
them a feeling that they are impor- 
tant in the world, a wide brotherhood 
working to improve the conditions of 
their fellow human beings. We who 
believe in democracy could do just 
the same for youth if we would take 
the trouble; but we have either failed 
in intelligent understanding of youth, 
or we have been apathetic ourselves, 
and believed that the apathy which is 
the attitude of the greater part of 
youth even today would continue and 
make unimportant the activity of any 
small number of people. 

Even when a reputable journalist 
like Mr. Fulton Lewis, Jr., starts out. 
to give a report on a meeting of a 
youth group, he does not take the 
trouble to get the details of the pic- 
ture accurately—and that is one of 
the things which make youth resent- 
ful. For instance, he says that “ the 
Dies Committee subpoenaed the head 
of the Youth Congress, Joseph Cad- 
den.” If he would look back in the 
records, he would find that the Dies 
Committee subpoenaed no one before 
making a statement to Congress about 
the Communist control of the Youth 
Congress; that the committee was 
then requested to allow some of the 
Youth Congress leaders a hearing, 
and did nothing about it until Novem- 
ber, after the report had been made 
to Congress in the previous January. 
Then, not Mr. Cadden, who had been 
secretary for two years, but Mr, 
William Hinckley, who had been 
chairman two years before, was sub- 
poenaed. Mr. Hinckley was notified 
that the hearings were postponed, and 
then one afternoon a telegram ar- 
rived at the office of the American 
Youth Congress asking Mr. Hinckley 
to appear before the committee in 
Washington the following morning. 

At this hearing a request was made 
that Mr. Cadden and Mr. Jack Mc- 
Michael, the present chairman of the 
Youth Congress, should testify with 
Mr. Hinckley because the latter was 
not familiar with many of the activi- 
ties of the Youth Congress during the 
past two years. This was allowed. 
Mr. Lewis proceeds to say that I was 
at Mr. Cadden’s elbow and helped him



   
   

   

   
    

    

   
   
   
   

his companions to plan their testi- 
y, and that I suggested the tactics, 
at midday recess and in the eve- 
gs dined them at the White House. 
it last statement is the only state- 
t which is true. I went to the 
rings, but I was not at Mr. Cad- 
's elbow, nor did I plan the testi- 

T nor the tactics. 
~ Yhen you come to the description 

f what Mr. Lewis calls “ the Youth 
Uongress Institute of Citizenship.” 

again the statement is inaccu- 
+; because the Youth Congress 

sponsored and arranged the Citizen- 
‘ship Institute, but the people who 
attended were not of necessity affili- 
ated with the Youth Congress. It has 
been said that they were not a cross 
section of the youth of America, and 
we will have to accept that as true; 
because a cross section, to be truly 

resentative, would have to have in 
great many young people who 

d never leave home to go to any 
itute of any kind. 
hese youngsters came from all 
the United States, however, and 

h every type of background; and 
as quite reasonable to suppose 

> among such a big group there 
ald be at least an organized repre- 
itation of the Communist group, 
that, having been trained while 

of the others had not, they could 
e themselves felt. There is noth- 

    

   
    

    

     

    

   
   
   

    

   

     

    

    

     

   

     

  

   
   

  

Now let us come down to the actual 
‘meeting. Mr, Lewis says that Mr. 
Cadden told him that about 1,900 of 

e 5,130 young people who registered 
ame from New York City, and that 
other officials said that close to 4,500 
of this group were from New York 
City. I am sure Mr. Cadden was 

ing from his knowledge of the 
tion, but I have asked for the 

1eck, and find that 2,212 young 
came from New York City. 
d that thirty-eight states and 

to the difficulties which my 
cousin, Archie Roosevelt, and 

ds had in being heard, I can 
y that I think they showed 

ttle intelligence if they really 
terested in getting over their 
f view and not merely inter- 
n making a disturbance. My 

ce is that if you want to get 
point of view, you find out the 

of the Youth Congress as 
peared before the Dies Com- 
From left: Jack McMichael, 

illiam W. Hinckley, Joseph Cadden. 

THE YOUTH CONGRESS 
BY MRS. FRANKLIN 
correct way of being heard. These 
two young men attempted to present a 
resolution during a meeting which 
was scheduled for speeches only, and 
no discussion. When informed that 
it was not the time to present a reso- 
lution and that the Institute could 
pass no resolutions, Mr. McArthur or 
Peter Tropea threw a book of rules 
governing the Senate and the House 
at the chairman of the meeting, and 
were then hustled out by those who 
felt that the meeting should proceed 
as scheduled. The next morning, be- 
fore the opening meeting, the rules 
governing the procedure were adopt- 
ed. Every one wishing to speak could 
send up his or her name and, in the 
order in which the slips were received, 
would be allowed to come to the plat- 
form and speak for two minutes. You 
can say a good deal in two minutes 
if you are willing to be concise and 
clear. Here was the chance for these 
two young men to put over their point 
of view; but they did not take ad- 
vantage of the opportunity. 

At the last session, young Archie 
Roosevelt sent up a question to me in 
the proper manner, and I answered it 
—in fact, picked it out to answer 
first, so as to be sure that it would 
not be overlooked. 

I have attended a great many 
meetings in the course of a long life, 
and I have seen steam-roller tactics 
used by adults, and I have yet to see 
those methods used in the American 
Youth Congress meetings. 

It is true that only every fourth 
person from New York City asking 
to speak was given a hearing, but 
that was done to get a greater variety 
of speakers before the group. 

S 

D. ROOSEVELT 
This was a serious crowd of young 

people. Most of them had barely 
enough money to come to Washington 
for the three days. They sat up all 
night in buses and in cars. The fact 
that 20 per cent of those present were 
Negro youth simply means that Negro 
youth has many problems. 

It did not mean that these young- 
sters were out on a spree, whether 
white or colored, 

Now to the question of the meeting 
on the White -House lawn. Many 
young people started to parade after 
spending the night in buses with very 
little sleep. It was raining and it was 
cold. The young people to be ad- 
dressed stood without any protection. 
There was nothing in the weather to 
encourage enthusiasm or to inspire 
a mood in which reproof could be 
accepted without rancor. The Presi- 
dent tried to be ingratiating and he 
certainly had a kindly feeling toward 
his audience. It is true the young 
people showed bad manners, but how 
many older people would have gone 
through that ordeal and have accepted 
criticism gracefully? I do not con- 
done bad manners, nor do I condone 
disrespect for a high office; but only 
a fraction of those present showed 
such disrespect. I think all of us in 
public life understand the type of 
audience we are addressing, and we 
do not expect, under certain con- 
ditions, the kind of self-discipline and 
self-restraint which might be ex- 
pected from older people or even from 
young people with different back- 
grounds. I wonder if older people 
would always be able to rise above the 
feeling of being baffled by their prob- 
lems when those to whom they 
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look for leadership and reassurance 
seem to fail them? 

No, I do not condone bad manners, 
but I am experienced enough to un- 
derstand them sometimes in both old 
and young. Youth should not be pam- 
pered, but they should be treated 
fairly and sympathetically. They 
must learn by their own mistakes, 
but we must not make them feel that 
their mistakes are irretrievable. 
Now as to the hisses which greeted 

some of my statements, Why should 
any one who goes before a group 
of people to express points of view 
which conflict with those held by 
some of the audience expect not to be 
hissed? — 

The Columbia University students 
mentioned in Mr. Lewis’ article were 
quite right when they said: “ Do we 
have to pay for her help by subscrib- 
ing to what she says?” I never for 
a minute would expect such a thing. I 
hold no office which requires respect. 
The President does. That is why bad 
manners on the lawn of the White 
House was worse than bad manners 
in the auditorium. I did not go to 
answer questions for the Citizenship 
Institute as the President’s wife. I 
went as Eleanor Roosevelt, to answer, 
as honestly as I could, questions that 
were going to be put to me as an in- 
dividual. I had the obligation not to 
place the President or the administra- 
tion in any difficulties through my 
answers. Outside of that, I had an 
obligation to be truthful and give 
whatever information I could. The 
young people had an obligation to 
listen to me because they had asked 
me to come, but no obligation what- 
soever to agree, nor to suppress their 
feelings, whatever they might be. 

The disturbance in the gallery of 
the Congress was, of course, unfor- 
tunate. Had these youngsters been 
older, they would have realized that 
it was very foolish and that it would 
bring them discredit. In addition, it 
would tend to create antagonism to 
he be in which they were inter- 
es , 

Me: LEWIS quotes Mr. Ernest 
Lindley as writing: ‘‘ They [the 

American Youth Congress] have 
washed themselves out. It is doubtful 
whether even Mrs. Roosevelt could ob- 
tain a hearing of their case [in public 
opinion] after their performance 
here.” This is perfectly true as far 
as newspapers and certain sections of 
public opinion are concerned, but they 
haven’t washed themselves out with 
the young people. Whatever else the 
Institute did, it awakened in a great 
many young people a realization that 
there are others who are struggling 
with the same questions that they are 
struggling with. A boy earning two 
dollars a week told me that the main 
thing he got out of the meetings was 
the feeling that he had a lot of friends 
all of whom had similar problems to 
his own. It gave the young people a 
sense of fellowship. 

All the attacks made upon the con- 
gress have only consolidated the feel- 
ing of “youth against the world.” 

That is a danger, I think; because 
what we want to do is to have all 
ages work together to solve the prob- 
lems of today. We have gone about 
obtaining this co-operation most 
stupidly. Whether we can retrieve 
what we have lost, and make these 
youngsters fee] that the attacks that 
have been made upon them in the 
press do not represent the attitude of 
thinking and sympathetic older peo-— 

ple, I do not know. If we cannot, th 
think we have done a dang 

thing; because, whatever else 
meeting did, it awakened a 
many more young people to the 
that they were being attacke 
young people, and that is not a 
spirit to foster. 

  

    

   

  

   

  

   

            

   

  

   

    

   
   

eee are many young people 
attended the Institute who ¢ 

with many things which were 
and who do not hold many of thi 
liefs expressed even by some of 
American Youth Congress lea 
Young people are no more apt to t 
alike on every subject than are ¢ 
people. The fact remains, howe 
that a big group of young people who | 
have taken very little interest in their 
government, or in the attitude of 
their elders, or even in the troubles of 
other young people, are begiuning 
to stir. _ 

The American Youth Congress ma 
lose some of the groups which we 
affliated with them, but they wi 
gain many more. I personally 1 
be sorry if they lose any memb¢s 
because I think it is important 
together in work on the main is 
—namely, (1) to try to help ye 
people to get jobs; (2) to try 
vance the cause of civil libertie 
this country; (3) to try really 
study what will bring us more 
manent peace in the future. 

So much for the Institute! 
The American Youth Congress 

self, because of the action of its } 
York City Council, was condem 
for withholding approval from | 
land and tacitly approving the F 
sian invasion, At the last meet 
the cabinet which is the governing 
board of the American Youth Con- 
gress voted to “dissociate itself 
from the statement on loans to Fin 
land made at the pre-Institute 
ing in New York,” and pointed 
that this New York City meeting’ 

     

   

        

   
   

      

      

      

   

  

   
   

    
   

   

   

  

    
   

   
   
   

   

American Youth Congress or th 2 d 

organizations from the point of y 
of the wisest way for older 0) 
help youth. We certainly cannot hel 
by attacking them, or by refusing j 
co-operate when we are asked 1 
financial assistance or for speal 
to attend their meetings. Makin 
accurate statements about them j 
helpful. We must go and deal 
them as equals, and we mus 
both courage and integrity if w 
pect respect and co-operation on ‘ 
part of youth. 

THE END
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