The Wniversity of Chicago

The Law School

CHICAGO
January 17, 1940

Bob Wirtz, Esq.
International Labor Defense
192 North Clark Street
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Mr. Wirtz:

In response to your request for a copy of my
remarks about Dean Smith's testimony before the Dies
Committee, I am sending you instead this brief note.

The substance of my remarks was first, a criticism of
Mr. Smith's use of the words "un-American and subver-
sive" and second, assurance, which I had confirmed by
conversations with responsible administrative officials,
that Mr. Smith's remarks did not represent the position
of the University Administration. I pointed out that

to apply the terms un-American to people who "owe alle-
giance to a foreign government, movement, or person,"
covers a very large number of people indeed, many of
them quite harmless by any test. The looseness of def-
inition seemed to me to reflect a looseness of thought,
and to render pointless the application of the term "un-
American" to any group by Mr. Smith. I was most con-
cerned to pass on the assurances, in which I have confi-
dence, that lir. Smith's break did not represent any de-
parture from the liberal policies to which the University
Administration as a whole has been committed.

Perhaps I may add that your release of January:
12, which I have just received, in its treatment of the
episode, creates on my mind a slight impression of un-
reality, not altogether incomparable to the impression
created by lr. Smith's testimony in Washington! I am
sure you will pardon this little dig.

With best wishes,

Sincerely yours,
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Memorandum re Chicage:

Imaedistely after Smith appeared before the Dies Committee, a meeting
was held on the campus of the University of Chicago at which Frofessor Melcolm
Sharps of the law School spoke, B00 students and faculty members attended,
Sharpe spoke openly and semi-officially in behalf of the University, denouncing
Smith for his activity,

{ The following information was obtained from Bob Foley, field repre-
senative, FEWOC, in Peoria, Illinois: The meeting was not chairmened by B, C.
Heacock, president of Caterpillar Trector Company, but by the commander of the
Legion post. Yoley said the following things happened:

1, Tickets for the m-oting {50¢ each) were distributed free to the
workers in Peoria Cordase Company openly by E, 2, Heidrich, Jr.,
president and owner of the company and former president of the
111linois Menufacturers Association (1923-1924), The Peoria
Cordage Company makes dindepejwiné-amd othsr farm equipment
sccessories, ,

2,  Tiokets for the meeting were distributed through the Caterpillar
Tractor Company not openly by the foreman, but by members of the
company unien in the plant,

3. fome of the members of the exeeutive comamittee of the losal
American Legion post were officers or on the management dogrd
of the Caterpillar T"ractor Company.

4.  The Dies mesting was timed to coincide with the NLAD elections
&85 Ammour Packing Compatiy, 1n Peoria (held on November 81), The
mo8ting was heralded widely in the local press,

S. The Dies meeting also "eonveniently" took place at a time when
Local 106, UFEWA, was in the midst of an intense organization and
wage increase campaign,

6. The management of the Caterpiller “ractor Company took occasion
to Xhud Dies in a oonference with the union on the wage increase
(®ecember 2), of which & tramseriptiopy of the proceedings was
printed and pudblicly distributed by the mansgement,




