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The Glorious Quest: Re- 
flections on American Politi- 
cal Philosophy, by James R. 
Evans. Chas.. Hallberg & Co., 
Chicago, 127 pages, $4.95. 

  

OT long ago in these 
pages, I was moved to 

deliver myself of certain 

opinions concerning the seri- 
ous default of businessmen 
in things public. I made the 
point, or ‘rather re-phrased 
the point made by Tocque- 
ville in 1831, that America 

liberty if too many Ameri- 
can businessmen do no more 
than mind the store. All- 
consuming though a_ busi- 
nessman may think his busi- 
ness is, it should never be- 
come his principal concern. 
The chief concern of , busi- 
nessmen must be to main- 
tain free institutions that 
allow business to flourish. 

But, says almost every 
businessman I talk to, there 
is no time. “I read all day 
and night — you’ve got no 
idea how much there is to 
read just to keep up with the   
runs the risk of losing her 
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business. I don’t have time 
to study politics or military 
history or governmental fi- 
nance... .’’ (Translation: I 
prefer to maximize my prof- 
it in the short run, and hope 
that the liberty my ances- 
tors fought for will be passed 
on to my grandchildren with 
no further effort on my 
part.) 

Five Minutes a Day 

I know how lively the 
temptation is to stick to 
straight business. And up to 
now I have thought that not 
very much can be done if 
you only have five minutes 
out of the day. That is why 
this little book, The Glorious 
Quest, excites me. If you 
have five minutes a day, you 
can get through it in two 
weeks, and you will have 
gained an enormous _in- 
sight into political thought, 
which revolves, fundamen- 
tally, around the question: 
what makes liberty tick? 

James Evans, author of 
this book, is an engineer and 
businessman in Chicago. A 

few years ago-he was struck 
by the kind of thing I’ve been 
trying to describe. He be- 
gan looking into political © 
questions; did some reading 
and thinking; and came up 
with this little essay — the 
only one, to my knowledge, 
written by a businessman 
and expressly for business- 
men. And in good, hard 
down-to-earth language. 

Mr. Evans had noticed 
how difficult it is to unravel 
the elegant sophisms of pro- 
fessional demagogues, He 
set for himself the task of 
designing some simple tools 
that a businessman, gay, 
might use to evaluate the 
political ideas that come his 
way. Mr. Evans gives a 
sketch of the basic ideas that. 
have actually formed Ameri- 
can civilization. They are 
what I might call the Mosaic 
Law of America. After show- 
ing their development his- 
torically, he turns them into 
the form of a question. He 
comes up with seven ques- 
tions, and it is these that you 
should ask yourself every 
time you come across a po- 
litical idea that needs weigh- 
ing. Try ’em on for size: 

1) Will this idea promote 
individual freedom? 

2) Does this idea assume 
that all men are perfect? 

3) Does this idea increase 
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the power of some people 
over others? 

4) Does this idea assume 
that the source of wealth is 
the government? 

5) Would this idea autho- 
rize the seizure and distribu- 
tion of private property? 

6) Does this idea encour- 
age individual responsibility 
‘and morality? 

7) Does this idea propose 
an action, which, if per- 
formed by an individual, 
would be considered a 
crime? 

It is tempting to give ex- 
amples of political ideas that 
run aground on one or anoth- 
er of these rocky tests, but 
Pll refrain in order to let you 
have all the fun. Why not 
clip out that list of questions, 

| put it in your pocket, and 
refer to it when you study 
tomorrow’s - newspaper, or 
listen to next week's poli- 
ticians on television? 

Point of Beginning 
Mr. Evans closes his 

book with a typically un- 
assuming passage: ‘Such 
(crusading) is not the pur- 
pose of this volume. Nor is 
its purpose to change any- 
one’s mind. Rather it is a 
restatement of ideas, a con- 
sideration of values, a sug- 
gestion of the application of. 
principled measurement to 
be applied to the relationship 
between Man and Govern- 
ment, It is intended only as 
a point of beginning, and if 
it has set the reader to fur- 
ther thought, it hag served 
its purpose. No historian of 
the future will ever be able 
to prove that the ideals of 
individual liberty practiced 
in the United States of 
America were a failure. He 
may be able to prove that 
we were not worthy of 
them.”’ 

One very useful portion of 
The Glorious Quest is the 
bibliography at the end. It 
lists some 150 books on the 
general subject of the rela- 
tion between citizen and gov- 
ernment. It reminds me that 
Henry Hazlitt’s The Free 
Men’s Library, issued in 1956 
and containing short reviews 
of about 500 prime sources of 
libertarian thought, needs to 
be updated. 

Meanwhile, the Evans 
book deserves to be a best- 
seller. Tell. .your friends! 
Spread the good news! 
—WILLIAM F. RicKENBACKER  
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THE TRUTH ABOUT 
‘NO WIN’ WARS 

Cloth Bound 
Library Edition 3.95 

Published By 

Charles Hallberg & Co. 

“Under this new conception, we are re- 

quired in the midst of deadly war to 

soften our blows and send men into bat- 

tle with neither promise nor hope of 

Victory.” 

GENERAL DoucLas MacARTHUR 

WHO denied us Victory in Korea? WHY 

is Victory denied in Viet Nam? WHERE 

will our sons next face death in a no-win 

war? 

Major Roberts. not only answers these 
provocative questions but- also presents 

the necessary legal action which must be 

taken to restore to America’s valiant sons 

the promise of Victory. 

  
  

        
  

  
Startling first person account comprises 

60,000 words of text (320 pages, indexed) 

and includes 35 pages of exhibits: NATO 

Treaty, State Department Publication 

7277, Public Law 87-297, and others. 

VICTORY DENIED reveals the system 

and the men who seek to destroy Amer- 

ican religious, economic. and social disci- 

plines and erect upon the ruins a Soviet- 

style collectivist state. 

VICTORY DENIED challenges Ameri- 

cans to debate the question: Can any 

agency of government voluntarily, by 

treaty or otherwise, alienate the political 

sovereignty of a free people? 

  

CHAS. HALLBERG & CO. 

Please send me 

Order Now for Christmas 

MERCHANDISE MART, BOX 3433 
. CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60654 

  

  

  

  

  

$ is enclosed. 

Name 

Address 

City. State Zip Code 
      
 


