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7\ SHOTGUN PUBLICITY

Several questions are raised by the
action of the Dies committee in making
public & list of 563 names of Federal
employes who it alleges aré members
of the American League fof Peace and
Democracy—or at least either members
or pergons on the league’s mailing list,
for the committee itself’ seems unable
to agree upon what thé list includes,
Among these questions are: Is the
league really a “Communist front”.or-
ganization? Have all the members
been aware of its Communist nature or
affiliations? Does it necessarily in-
dicate anything aboiit a person’s own
affiliations that he is on the mailing
list of the league? It is important that
such questions be gnswered Separately.

That the league is essentially a
“Communist front” organization does
not admit of much doubt. Dr, Harry F.
Ward, genéral secretary of the league,
testified this week before the Dies com-
mittee that the Communist party has
been contributing between $2,000 and
$3,000 a year to the support of the
league, that no other affiliated organ-
ization paid its “dues” in full but the
Communist party, and that, though
the league's dues program has been
dropped, the Communist party has con~
tinued to eontribute, ’

But have all the members of the
American League for Peace and
Democracy been aware of its Commu-
nist afffliations? This i’s doubtful. |'Even
J. B. Matthews, now acting as counsel
for the Dies committee, testified on
Aug., 20, 1938, before the committee
that when he asked prominent persons
to become members of various Commu-
nist front organizations these persons
“would sign without any knowledge at
all as to the real character or mission
of the organization they were identify-
ing thémselves with.”

Finally, it must be obvious that to
publish the names of persons who are
merely on the mailing list of an organi-
zation is simply silly, Like business
firms that advertise by mail, the league

was ifree to put any name it chose on

its mailing list without consulting the
person concerned. Even a man opposed
to an organization may ask to be put
on its mailing list to learn what it is
up to, and what doctrines it is dis-
seminating. O -»%1 - 2

To make names public in ;& whole
sdle and Indiscriminate manner, with
the implication that all the persons
Usted somehow bear the Communist
taint, reflects not so much on the per-
8ons named as on the Dieg committee
itself,
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