Justice Dept.

Refuses Probe

Of ‘Front’
ittals

Tl&}al'%cq
O%ciéls Dec in;f QO Do

Anything About Real
Fifth Columnists

By Adam Lapin
(Daily Worker Washington Bureau) .

WASHINGTON, July 12.—~The
Department of Justice has flatly re-
jected requests that it reopen prose-
cution of the Christian Front ter-
rorists who planned to bomb the
Daily Worker and other buildings
in New York,

Officials of the department in-.
formed this-correspondent that theyl
do noct even plan to look mto!
charges that there were serious ir-'
regularities in the trial of the 17
Christian ¥ronters who were re-
sently acquitted.

'The department is content to-let
the whole matter drop—without
any further investigation either of,
the. Christian Front or of Father
Coughlin ‘affty the other forces be-
hind this terrcrist organization.

INNOCENT TO SUFFER ‘

This decision by the Department
of Justice is particularly serious at
the present time when storles of
bombings and bomb scares are be-
ing headlined in all the reactionary
newspapers.

|
What has happened is that the|

department has refused to do any- |
thing about the real Fifth Column-
ists—about a real terrorist gang
which planned real bombings with
real munitions stolen from gcvern-
ment armories, -

The. decision of the department
means in effect that the persecution
of innocent people as a result of
“Fifth Column” hysteria will con-
tinue. Paintings of sunrises over
Brooklyn Bridge will be studied in-
tently by the ever-alert F. B. I,
and vacationists . who thought ot
bagging a few squirrels will be
charged with all kinds of sinster
intentions. .

Even more important, the action
of the Department of Justice has
increased the possibility of frame-
uos on phony bombing charges

against Communist and other work-
ers’ organizations.

On July 5, Rev. L. M. Birken-
head, - directcr of . the Friends of
Democracy, wrote to Attorney Gen-
eral Robert Jackson charging that.
Mrs. Helen Titus, foreman of the
jury which tried the Christian
Fronters, was herself the first cousin
of a man prominent in Christian
Front circles, :

KIN OF FRONT LEADER

Rev. Birkenhead quoted a speech
by Rev. Edwin Brophy at a Chris- !
tian- Front meeting to the effect’
that Mrs. Titus is his cousin.

This Rev. Brophy is actually the
leading theoretician of the Chris-
tlan Front, and is the author of an
anti-Semitic pamphlet on Christian
Front principles.

Now it would appear that Rev.
Birkenhead’s letter would at the
very least deserve serious consid-
eration—and investigation,

The charges in the letter were
all the more important when taken
in conjunction with the fact that
United States Attorney Harold M.
Kennedy conducted his case against
the Christian Front as if he were
the defense attorney of the terror-
Ists and praised their anti-Semitic,
fascist doctrines. as “good, sound |
American principles.” !

Three days after the Birkenhead

-|letter was sent to Jackson, this cor-

respondent called up the Depart-

‘peared slightly refreshed, but

tment of Justice and asked what

was being done about the matter.
The first response of officials
there was that they had never
heard of the letter, and, did not
know to whom 1t had been eferred
in the Department.
A little later their memory wgp-

were still unable to find the letter!

Finally, this correspondent was
told yesterday that the: Birkenhead
letter had been received but that
nothing would be done about it.

Officials at the Department said
that even if Mrs. Titus was related.
to Rev. Brophy there were still no ;
grounds for legal action or for re-:
opening the case, .

Asked if an investigation was be-
ing conducted either. of the facts
in the Birkenhead letter or of the
general circumstances surrounding
the Christian Front trial, they re-
plied that it was not and that none
was being planned,

HOOVER SHIELDS COUGHLIN.

From the very start of this case,
J. Edgar Hoover himself has fol-
lowed a policy which shielded
Father Coughlin from any revela-

{tions which would expose his link

with the terrorists who stood trial,

On the very day after the arrests
Hoover rushed into print to de-
clare that he “understoed that the |

Rev. Charles E. Coughlin, radio
priest, had no connection with the
Christian PFront.” ’

Yet in the latest issue of Soclal
Justice (July 8), Father Coughlin’s
own personal organ, there is a
‘beastful statement that the acquit-
tals in Brooklyn “not ohly vindi-
cated the 4 young men accused of
crimes against their government,

{but it also cleared the Christian

Front and vindicated the ‘Absent

{ Defendant'—Father Coughlin,”

-Here is a brazen admission that

Father Coughlin himself, though

not present, was actually on trial,
Yet J. Edgar Hoover still sticks to
his “understanding” that Coughlin
has no connection,

TOLD OF THREAT

But even long before Coughlin’s
own admission, Hoover’s ‘under-
standing” -vas forcefully challenged.

On January 18, 1940, four days
after the arrests, 12 outstanding

ew York educators and clergymen
sent a wire to Hoover and to the
Department of Justice pointing out
the obvious connections of the ra-
dio priest with the 17 original de-

fendants of the Christian Pront.
They sent the following -telegram
demanding an investigation:
“His (Father Coughlin’s) threat
in a radio speech to use the ‘France

way if necessary’ seems to us an |

incitement to the sort of seditious
conspiracy for which the 17 men,
including John F. Cassidy, are un-
der arrest, .

“We are convinced that the 17

~members of the Christian Front un-

der arrest charged with seditious
conspiracy could not have under-
taken their fantastic program with-
out financial and moral support
and other assistance from higher-
ups, ;

“We respectfully suggest that you
order. a careful check along this
line of inquiry and order the
prempt  investigation of the Rev.
Charles E. Coughlin’s connection
with the so-called Christian Front

and its leader, John F. Cassidy, one

of the 17 under atrest.

“It appears to’ have been in
response {o Father Coughlin’s nre
gent call for formation of ‘pla-
toons’ that the Christian Front
was formed. He had publicly
praised the heroism and zeal of
the Christian Front.

“On several occasions he has
given open encouragement to
Cassidy. , . , '

“Documentation and support of
the foregoing statements will be
forwarded to you.”

The signers of the telegram in-
cluded Dr. Guy BEmery Shipler, edi-
tor of the Churchman; Rev. Joha
Haynes Holmes, Prof. Clyde Miller,
Prof. Paul Brissenden and Prof.
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Wesley Mitchell of Columbia Uni-
versity; Prof. Benjamin Harrow, of
City College; Rev. A. Clayton
Powell, and A. Philip Randoiph,
president of the Brotherhood of
Sleeping Car Porters.

MANY PROTESTS
This protest was the only one of

_scores that were sent to Washing-

‘ton at the time, and the pressure

of public opinion became s=o great
that the Department of Justice was
compelled to promise an investiga-
tlon.

Attorney General Jackson an-
nounced that he was assigning O.
John Rogge, head of the criminal
division of the Department, fo in-
vestigate the Christian Front and
all associated with it.

But that investigation never took
place, or if it did, its results were
hushed up. for not a word has ever
been heard about it since.

Today, in spite of all the evi-
dence, in spite of all the protests,
in splte of Coughlin’s own admis-
sions, in spite of all the charges
of irregularities In the Brooklyn
trials, the - Department of Justice
arrogantly announces that the case

“is closed” and that nothing ftur-

ther will be done.

So “Fifth Column” hysteria will
continue—fanned and promoted by
the Roosevelt administration and
by Department of Justice officialx
such as J. Edgar Hoover.

When there are actual bombings
as occurred recently at the World’s
Pair, little or nothing will be done
by Federal or local police officials
to ferret out the culprits.

And the Department of Justice
will take no action ‘against the ter~
rorists of the Christian Front —
against real terrorists and “Fitth
Columnists.” .



