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Coughlin Incited His Followers to Violence 
Told Them to Fight ‘In Franco’s Way’ and 

‘Meet Force With Force’ 
Charles E. Coughlin, founder and jideo- 

logical fuehrer of the Christian-Icay, t as a 
documentary record ‘for exhorting his fol- 
lowers to use violence. . 

The documentary record of violence by 
Christian Fronters ‘is on many police blot- 
ters. 

In a radio speech, July 30, 1989, Cough- 
lin laid down this challenge: 

“But if you [people he doesn’t like] per- 
sist in carrying on your fight by denying us 
liberty of speech, liberty of press and, con- 
sequently, liberty in politics, we will fight 
you in Franco's way, if necessary. 

“Rest assured we will fight you in 
Franco’s way, if necessary. Call this in- 
flammatory, if you will. It is inflammatory. 
But rest assured we will fight you and we 
will win.” (Photostat on this page.) - 

The Nov. 20, 1989, issue of Social Justice 
carried this challenge: . 

“What is . . . Coughlin’s most emphatic 
advice to the Christian Front? Meet force 
with force as a last resort.” (Photostat on 
this page.) ‘   Earlier that year, Coughlin, speaking by 
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long-distance to 6000 followers gathered at 
a Philadelphia meeting, said: 

“I call on you in Philadelphia to organize 
the Christian Front. The fight will be be- 
tween the so-called popular front and the 
Christian Front and it will be a fight for 
survival.” 

The Mar. 80, 1942, issue of Social Jus- 
tice openly incited race violence: 

“Go ahead, Jewish Survey; do your worst; 
ban Social Justice — and then observe 
whether the tide of anti-Semitism in Amer- 
ica fades out or flames from a prairie fire 
into an uncontrollable holocaust. 

“The worst possible injustice that Social 
Justice could do to the Jews of America 
would be to discontinue publication of its 
own volition, seizing this opportunity to 
blame the Jews for our retirement. Were 
we to succumb to such a satanic tempta- 
tion, the pogroms which crimsoned the soi) 
of Europe would rank as a poor second to 
what would occur on the streets of New 
York.” (Photostat on this page.) 

The readers of Social Justice echo the 
fame incitation to violence in their letters 

ROME-BERLN AXIS 1S A FIRM 
RAMPART AGAINST COMMUNISM 

V, HERA MITLER and his National Socislist 
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Coughlin gioritied   e Axis way in the Apr. 3, 1939 issue of Soc 
an idealized portrait of Hitler on the back cover. The headline praised the 
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‘This be cigniicent, 

Justice with 

“Rome-Berlin Axis” as a “firm rampart against Communism.” 

     

    
    

     
     
    
      
    
       

    

We will fight you shoulder to shoulder, cheek to jowl—and be 
content to use your weapons. 

If you choose to fight in the American way according to th 
rules of liberty of press and liberty of epeech, well and ‘geod, . 

But if you persist in carrying on r fight by denying us 
liberty of speech, liberty of press and, consequently, Pberty n polis 
tics, we'will fight you in Franco's way, if necessary. 

Rest assured we will fight you in Franco's way, if necessary. 
Call this inflammatory, if you will. It is inflammatory. But rest 
assured we will fight you and we will win! : 

I understand that units of the Christian Front have formed and. 
are forming in New York City and elsewhere Does that mean 
anything to you Bolsheviks? 

    

    

Here is a reprint of Coughlin’s July, 1939, radio speech in which he threatened 
his followers would fight the “Franco way.” . 

  

     
      

    
    

      

  

    

      

    

   
   
   

The worst possible injustice that SocraL 
Justice could do to the Jews of America 

would be to discontinue publication of its 

own volition, seizing this opportunity to 

blame the Jews for our retirement. Were 

we to succumb to such a satanic temptation, 

the pogroms which crimsoned the soil of 

Europe would rank as a poor second to what 

would occur on the streets of New York. 

  

   
   
   

   

  

Here is how Social Justice inflamed its readers to race hatred and violence in 

the Mar. 30, 1942, issue. 

— reer ePID 
Six members of the editorial staff of SOCIAL JUSTICE maga- 

zine acted as judges of the “COLUMBIAN CONTEST.” Much re- 
search and careful inapection of the speeches of Father Coughlin 
and the contents of SOCIAL JUSTICE magazine were made before 

' decisions as to the best and- most appropriate answers to the ques- 

tions were rendered. 

  

Following are the decisions: 

7, What is Father Coughlin’s most emphatic advice to the Christian 

Freat? 

(4) MEET FORCE WITH FORCE AS A LAST RESORT, 

in amit ee 

And here is Coughlin’s “most emphatic advice to the Christian Front.”


