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New Hell Fire’ Coughlins Try to Win 
Detroit s Many Southern Workers 
By J JOHN MELDON 

for govd 

pulpit provocateur, the “hell 

fire” preacher who poisons his 
newly-arrived Southern con- 
gregation with anti-CIlO, anti- 

Roosevelt, anti-Allied sermons. In 
the main, these poor clergymen and 

their followers are potentially union 

material. But at the moment there 

is a race on between the unions 

and reactionary industrialists to 

win them. 

To date roughly half. a. million 

Southern writes have come to De- 

troit. ‘Thousands -more arrive each 

month seeking work and the prom- 

ise of wages they had no hope of 
ever getting in the feudal economy 

of the South. 

And with this half a million have 
come about 3,500 southern clergy 

men. Detroit, as & consequence, has 

become the pivotal center of a 

great “Bible Belt” comprising, in 

the main, Fundamentalist Baptists 

—the “hell fire” preachers who are 

not under a disciplined denomina- 
tional control, and many of whom 

pander to the backward racial prej- 
udices of the uneducated southern 

whites who attend their churches. 
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A packed congregation, with typical southern 

Holy. Roller fervor, sits facing a tall, gaunt 

preacher. More than 3,000 churchgoers are at the - 

service. The preacher, a sly, celculating gleam in 

his eyes, is mopping his brow. He is in the middle™ 

of a harangue. ‘ 
Suddenly a hysterical voice from the congrega~ 

tion shouts: . 

“What are: we fightin’ Britain’s war for?” 
Another takes up the cry: 

“Who got us into this evil war?” 
The preacher helds up his hands in supplica- 

tion. 

  

“Peace to you, brothers!” he intones. 
No disagreement or admonition comes from him 

at all. 

The preacher is the Rev. Frank Norris, one of 

the most powerful clerical figures in, Detroit. and 

the entire midwest. He is an anti-Semite. He is 
industry-backed. He is, and has been for years, a 

vicious force among Detroit’s half-million new- 
comer southern whites against the CIO—and_.espe- 

cially the United Auto Workers Union, 
And now his industrial backers pin great hopes 

on him as a potential destructive force against the 

Roosevelt Administration in the forthcoming 1944 

election campaign. 
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