The Washmgto

Me rry— (

of Drew Pearson’s articles on the
inside of the /State ‘Dépdrtment,
now holding the light. .almost
mare .than any other dgency in
Washmgton )

OLF BERLE, IR, Assistant
Secretary ~is another of

the many rionuments to the fact
that a man—or his wife-—must
have a private fortune if he is to
go places in American diplomaty..

“Coupled with this necessary
wherewithal, Berle has one of the
most brilliant minds in the Roose-
velt Administration, a generally
progressive approach, and an
overweening conceit. There is
some justification for this con-.
ceit, Berle entered Harvard a
ganglmg youth of 14, still in
knee-breeches, graduated in.law
at+21,- He has written more .
weighty tomes — on “quuld
Claims,” “Corporation Finance”
and. “National Wealth”’—than any
other Brain-Truster.

:Finally he is progressive.
enbugh according to the maga
zine New Yorker, to have .twin
tubs in his bathroom, so that-he
g Mrs: Berle; bothrbusy-peopte;
can have time to converse whilé
bnthmg For this, he has won the
ti!tle of “Two Bathtub Berle.” ,

- Mrs. Berle also is progressive—
sbmetlmes much to the. conster-
nation of the staid old State De-

artment. - It literally wrung its-
ands over Mrs. Berle’s proposal

to lecture on birth control in.the

Catholic capital of Peru while

her husband was a delegate to.
‘the Lima Conferernce. : :

Mrs. Berle; the former: Beatrlce
Bishop, had to be progressive te
marry Adolf. She took her for-
tune in her hands when she did
so. Her father disowned her and
she was given away at the wed-
ding by her uncle,  Ambassador |
William P. Fletcher,: former !
chairman "of the Republican Na-.:
‘tional Committee. Since then, -

/5 By Drew Pearson
{This is the third in the. senes”

i

However, she has secured a large

share ‘of the Bishop. millions and"

‘hecently sold a ‘block of New

York real estate for three million.
- dollars.

i

,‘;o Round

Entrance to Diplomacy .

WHEN ADOLF was a 21-year-
old second lientenant in the last
war’ he ‘got his first tfaste of
diplomacy by a whim of fafe

which sent him to the Versaille

Péace. Conference. He was hold-
ing a minor job in the War De-
‘partment’s Military Intelligence,
‘when the leutenant ‘colonel in
charge of Russian affajrs was
transferred to Siberia. Next day
the colonel in charge complaired

Ahatwith the lieutenant colonels..
‘departure no one inthe War De-

partment could provide the daily

quotation on the Russian ruble.
“Berle volunteered, never told

anyone: that he dug up the ruble
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quotations from- the New York -

Times, so later was taken to Paris -
as- ‘chief- of the Russian- Division
of the American delegation, °
Ever since; Berle has been an
&xfiert on Russia;.and as such he’
his been (until recent weeks) an
out-and-out Russian opponent.
“‘The State Depariment’s Rus-
sian policy always was based.

t

upon the old, last war thesis of .
building up a series of buffer '

states against Russia. Chief arth-
itect of this policy was Berle, and
it is toward him that Secretary
Hull usually has turned during
lenxthy round _table State De-
‘partment conferences when the
question swung to Russia.

It was Berle who took a hand

An stopping the shipment of ‘oil
- reﬂning machinery to Russia in
the fall of 1914 after the Presi-

flent had approved.

‘Gen. James Burns, on July 23,
1941, had submitied a list of com~
modities which were to move to.
Russia, and the President sfgned’

a chit on July 25 which ordered |
that these materials must be.

“gotten through by tonight.”
Berle vs. FDR B
NEVERTHELESS, three

months later; Berle took the lead -

in a State Department conference

which ' held_up. the. shipment.of .

these oil’ refmerles on the ground
that they were needed at’ home,
Eventually the Russians got their

refineries, but a year late,” By ‘

that time they were embittered
by the delay and extremely suspi-~
clous of the State Department
and Berle.

Another thing which has jrked

_the Russians is the manner in.
which Berle and other anti-

Russian advisers around Hull
have given passports to enemies
of Russia, while their own Am-
bassador, officially accredited to:
the exiled governments, was
kept cooling his heels in Londoen,

not permitted to confer with the

Free French in North Africd.

. Among others, Berle and his
friends gave a visa to former
Finance Minister Matuzewski of
Poland; listed by the Russians as
one of three- Polish leaders re~
sponsible for forcing-a break of
diplomiatic relations. Yet Matu-
zewski not only was given a pass-
port to enter the U. S..A,, but

now contributes articles to the. |

Polish-American daily = Novy

‘Swiat violently attacking Russia, ™

~“When certain French demo-

‘erats entered this country they-

were warned by the. State De-
partment to be careful what they




said in print. But not the Soviet-
hater Matuzewski. -

- Naturally the Russians read
the newspapers, and this rankles.
They also are familiar with
Berle’s friendly cooperation with
" the antl Russian leader, Tibor
Eckhardt of Hungary who re-
ceived a diplomatic, passport

| from the State Department to

enter this country. Eckhardt was
even -given a. letter by Berle’s
office . stating that his activities

- are fully known to this depart~ -
. ment and have been: worked out -
-in close cooperation with us.”

- Russian Suspicions

SINCE - ECKHARDT -showed

- the letter to many people, the
|- Russians ‘naturally heard about
it, and it made. them: even more’

suspicious..  But - when - Sumner
" Welles. heard about it, he wrote

. another letter denying. that Eck-:

" ‘hardt had. any conneetlon with-
. the ‘State Department. T
Suspected as a part of the plan :
of ‘buffer states against Russia,
‘was. the entry ‘of Milan HodZza,
the: Slovak leader who opposed
. ihe- pro-Russian -policy ‘of Presi- -

‘dent Benes. The State Depart-

;nt gm’!l‘odza ‘A passport with-"~
out even-consulting the Czechslo-:

. vak Embassy.

Supplementing this was a con-’
versation between Berle and.
OWI representatives last winter
at. which {ime he claimed the:
military situation was stalemated
and said the only way 'to end: the-
war was through internal revelu-’
tion in Axis territory. Russia,
Berle said, was bogging down
and " could stage no real come-

.. back, . Germany- would be ex~
: tremely difficult to invade, ;

Therefore, Berle concluded,.
‘our one big hope was to stir up
.revolution .within Europe. To
that.end, ‘he said, it. had now be-

. come ‘the. ‘official policy ‘of the

United States to work with Ad-
. miral -Horthy in Hungary. Count

: ‘Ciano- and Victor Emmanuel .in~

- is soon enough to have much

Italy,: together with'certain Fas-.
oist Jeaders in Ceniral Europe. .
I the last few days, however,
Berle has changed his tune, Last
week he' calléd in certain offi-
cials from other bureaus and ex-
pressed the: broadest ‘possible
views regarding Russia. He even
said that Russia could have all
of ‘Eastern Europe as-far as he
was concerned.
Apparently‘ the: vrecent ‘
debate over A Tew.
sults. . But “the big questwn i
whether Berle’s change of heart

effect on the suspicious and irri~
tated Russlans.




