\ : ? By ‘the Associated Press. }

New York, ~Sept. 28~-Two
former Staten Island air raid war-
dens who pleaded- guilty-to charges
'of conspiracy to violate sthe war-
txme espionage act were sentenced
itoday ‘to~ 30 years® 1mpr1sonment
each by Judge Mortlmer w. Byers
in Brooklyn Federal Court.

Judge Byers told. the two men,

entenced to death, but Judge By-|

rs indicated he did not feel like

mposing such sentences in view of

estimony. that their spy work had

roven of little or no value to the"

gnemy.

§ De Spretter, described by ¥BI
hgents ‘a5 "a consulting engineer
spemahzmg in heat radiation; made
a personal plea to Judge Byers for

Ernest“‘r”‘]:ehmﬁtr_wﬂ and Erwin;

H.“Pe-Spietier; 52, He thougmy
hW & Thith to the Gov-\
‘ermnent” and had “tailed to coop-
orate with the Federal Bureau of
zlnvestlgatmn” and consequently he

terms prescnbed by law for such
offenses. :

- Leéhmitz and- De ‘Spretter at first
pleaded innocent to the espionage

Lwas 1mposmg the - longest prison-‘

Jeniency, saying:

~ “] have been 20 years in thxs
country and raised a family here. 1

d1d not have it in my heart-to hurt s

~:th country . -4

Arthur Gerfield Hays, counsal

cheﬁt was “weak rather thay'
licious,”” ‘and ‘“one who submxts
easﬂy to pressure.”” He salcf Leh—
mxtz subrmttted to pressure by
Geérmans to become a SpY,’ *3nd
"‘rast as readily told ail when the
FBI arrested him.”

“Joseph H. Wackerman, courf'-as-

signed counsel for De Spretteryde-
senbed lus client as a "2ﬂ,cent

conspiracy charges, but after the
gpvernment -completed its case
:against them they suddenly ‘entered
pleas. of guilty.

L Federal agents testxﬂed at the
_tnal Lenmitz sent military infor-
:matlon to
invisible : ‘ink ndtes to persons in
‘Spain- arid Partukal, ‘and- De Spret-
{ter. sold to Lehjnitz some of the
mformatmn tran, xmtted

“'Persons . convieted of. violating
tha Wavtima Ren nnada Ar'f mav be

by means of}



