
  

  
    

ughlin Offered Me a Job 
ort of an interview following an ad inthe New York “Times.” 
author, a New Masses reader, is an employed newspaperman. 
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N Suwnpay, August 13, a tall, sham- 
bling young man with a shock of 
blond hair and close-set, brown eyes 

in New York. He rented, for a three 
y, a $15 a day room at the Waldorf- 
, registering as Humphrey Ireland of 
Jak, Mich. On the same day the above 
ippeared in the help-wanted column of 
w York Times. 
advertisement said nothing about race, 
sxe ad-readers know that a request for 
hot is code for ‘No Jews need apply.” 
it 250 answers were mailed to E 551; 
mes passed them on to the gangling 
man at the Waldorf. On Monday he 
‘elephone calls which resulted in ap- 
ents for exactly ten of the applicants 
at the hotel, Room 901, on Tuesday. 

: telephone conversations followed the 
vattern. Ireland stated that he repre- 
a ‘Western news magazine” and asked 
uestions: 
iat inside sources of information do you 
uch as private newspaper and maga- 

orgues and contacts with government 
or 

iat are your politics?” 
: you willing to work for a publication 

vhich you are not in political agree- 
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it fascist, Vat it nationalist. Do you 
think you can work for a magazine like that?” 

Without waiting for a reply he added, 
growing more excited as he talked: ‘Let. me 
warn you! If you decide to work for us, keep 
it quiet. Because if it gets known you might 
never find work on another newspaper. People 
hate us in New York. We can’t even get on 
the newsstands, And they say they have free- 
dom of the press-————” 

Peering at each listener with a sly grin, 
he made his revelation: “Maybe you’ve guessed 
what the magazine is? It’s Father Coughlin’s 
Social Justice.” 

One man interviewed objected that he was 
not a Catholic. “Neither am I,” Ireland re- 
plied easily. The only man among the ten 
who was an Irish Catholic, he rejected. Others 
protested that they could not subscribe to the 
absurdities printed in Social Justice. “I don’t 

care what your. own politics are,” Ireland 
said, “‘as long as you can write our kind of 
stufi—stuff that -will stir people up.” 

Laying his cards on the table, he assumed 
a jovial, cynical attitude, conceding that any 
reputable newspaperman might understand- 
ably hesitate to associate himself openly: with. 
the fascist sheet. He promised that the names 
of those hired would be kept secret and that 
they need have no contact with the local 
Coughlinite strong-arm organizations—Chris- 
tian: Front and Christian Mobilizers. Each 
of the men who wanted to try for the job, 
he instructed, was to write a sample article 
and submit it directly to the Shrine of the 
Little Flower at Royal Oak, so that Coughlin 
himself might choose the six most expert with 
the poison pen. . 

In the past, Ireland divulged, Coughlin’s 
well financed publication (claiming a circu- 
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peated several times in each interview, stress- 
ing the word “Jewish” heavily. Whenever he 
_teférréed to Jews he grinned wryly and al- 
lowed a facetious note to creep into his voice, 
implying that neither he nor his listener 
agreed with such an absurdity as anti-Sem- 
itism. The tacit understanding thrqughout 
was that this was strictly a cash deal—the 
newsman was being offered a little: more 
mipney than .usual to sacrifice whatever ves- 
tiges of integrity he might have preserved in 
the brass check business. 

The job, as Ireland described it, was an 
easy one. One story weekly giving hell to the 
Jews for about four hundred words, plus two 
shorter pieces—a total of well under one 
thousand words. Little enough for $50. 

Besides the ‘“‘Jewish bankers” and the “Jew- 
ish. atheistic Communists,” it developed, he 
also wanted to “get” the “Jewish congress- 
men,” the “Jewish trade union leaders,” and 

the “Jewish college professors.” From the em- 
phasis placed on the word, his listeners were 
given less to understand that he wanted the 
attacks confined to Jews, than that whatever 
was attacked——from the farm program to the 
World’s Fair—should be characterized as 
“Jewish.” The technique, he indicated, might 
best be acquired by reading back numbers of 
Social Justice. 

-. As: each applicant prepared to leave, Ire- 
land repeated his admonition to secrecy. 
“Plenty of people don’t like us,” he warned. 
“You might get your jaw broken if they knew 
you worked for us.’ At the door he made one 
last impressive effort to drill into each man 
the exact*nature of the material wanted. 
- "We appeal to the lowest type of human 
being,” he said earnestly. “When you write 
for: us, don’t write as if you were writing for 
Hitler. Don’t write as if you were writing 
for Mussolini, Write as if you were writing 
for Franco. ‘Catholic’ and fascist—that’s the 
combination.” Tuomas WHarTON. 
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