1562 ARE OUSTED
FOR WPA ABSENCE

Sharp Rise in Month’s Total
Laid to New Rule Aimed at
Double Jobholders.

ELDRED- CASE TAKEN UP'

Capital Gets C}*ﬁarges Against
Man Accused of Using Office
Time to Organjze Veterans,

Progress Admin-
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“‘Since ‘the number is greatly in .
excess of the monthly average of
persons separated for continued ab-
sence,” said - the announcement
from the office of¢Lieut. Col. Bre-’
hon B. Somervell,jlocal WPA Ad-'
ministrator, “it mgy "be assumed
that the increase ig largely due to ]
the order- of Colonel Somervell that
employes absent two -days’in two
successive weeks should °  ba;
dropped.”’ o . !

A Move Aganinst Two-Timing !
" The announcement from WPA'
headquarters  further explained::

“This rule was instituted for the’
specific purpose of eliminating
‘two-timing’ on the part of WPA -
employes. ‘Two-timing’ is the term'’
used to describe the:practice of hav-
ing outside employment while on

‘WPA rolls. : !

‘“The following line.classifications |
showed the greatest number of em-
ployes dropped for continued : ab-

-tional Veterans R

sence: Laborers, 879;
24; painters, 34;' ‘carpenters, 131;
dockbuilders, 25;:metallic lathers,

timbermen,

39; sheet metdl workers, 34;
structural ironwdrkers, 37; steam-
fitters, 16; plubers, 16: elec-
tricians, 26; britklayers, 37, and
watchmen, 21.” ¥ :

Thomas J. Fogde, State procure-
ment officer of §the United States
Treasury . Depaftment, . disclosed
that he had sentito Washington his
recommendationd in the case of
Hubert W. Eldred, a member of his
staff, now . under suspension be-
cause of his actiyities in connection
with the organi¥ation of the Na-
tional Veterans {Reserve Corps, of
which Mr, Eldred is national com-
mander. 4 .

Stifl on Sus
Eldred

Mr.

in organizationalfactivities for the

.veterahs on officej time. ‘He will re-

main on the suspension list, accord-
ing to Mr, Forde; pending a final

gecision by authoﬁgtije's in Washing-.
on. ‘

Word came. from‘;’;Wﬁshihgton that

a ‘“‘thorough investigation’* of Mr.
Eldred’s plan to-

agerve. Corps was
being made. His re%ord' shows that

he served as a captdin i1 the World |

‘War and in recent rmonths had held
various.relief jobs. L,

Mr. Eldred, who wag employed at
the Treasury procurément office at
40 Varick Street, denied. that he
had done any organizational work
for the veterans oh. government
time. He admitted that he was ac-
tive in the organizati of the corps,
which contemplates hn enrollment
of 830,000. Mr. Eldréd denied that
the organization wag anti-Semitic.
He declared that the
available to regular §
agencies in times wh

After questioning two WPA em-
ployes In connection ywith the ac-

ganize the Na-'

tivities of the Veterfns Reserve !

Corps, Colonel Someryell abgolved
Arthur B. Kratz, di
WPA Park Department, who con-
vinced -the administrdtion that he
had done no organizgtional work
on WPA time. - i

Colonel Somervell siéispended for
four days Willlam I} Mattor, a
WPA,  personnel sup rvisor, after
finding ‘papers in the latter’s desk
indicating that he had worked for
the Veterans Reserve Corps during
office hours. At the end of his

tefm of suspension Mr. Mattor will

return to work at the WPA.



