INTERNATIONAL LABOR DEFENSE
112 East 19 Street, N.Y.C.

I.L.De CIVIL RIGHTS SURVEY FOR FIRST SIX MONTHS OF 1940
Attacks on Religious minority groups (Jamuary 1 - June 30, 1940)

1S WITNESSES ~~ The most intensive attacks on this religious group begen
%%%gzéguné;g: 1940 on which date Supreme Court Justice Telix Frankfurtef handed 40wn
a‘decision.in a "flag salute" case involving the children of members of Jehovehis
Witnesses. The decision held the flag must be saluted - and that School boards heve
the right to exclude children who refuse on religious grounds. Many of the attacks
were excused onthe grounds of pro-Nazi activities etc., on the part of the witneng-
es. Their literature and records are filled with demunciations of Hitler, Mussolini

and Stalin.

May 24 ~ DEL RIO, TEXAS -— Mob of 400 attacks 3 members of Jehovahl!s Vitnecses ——

two women and a man. Burns their literature. Criesg of "hang them" follow victims
over town line.

June 2 - ODESSA, TEXAS —~ 50 members of Jehovah!s Witnesses rescued from mob by be-
ing placed in jail overnight. They "refused to salute the flag."

June 3 -~ WAXAFACHIE, TEXAS —— 89 members of Jehovah!s Vitnesses jailed in Vaxahachie,
Texas. Held for 3 days charged with 1llegal assembly and disturbing the peace. Had
been spreading peace pamphlets and recordings of their teachingse.

June 3 —~ AUBURN, CAIIFORNIA ~— Gromp of Jehovah's Witnesses distributine handbills
run out of town by vigilantes. Information given by Police Chief J.M. Hami lton,

June 6 - COTTONWOM, ARIZONA —— 20 members of Jehovah!s ‘Witnesses run out of towm
after their litcrature was seized and burned by vigllantes,

June 6 - IOWEAQUA, IILINOIS —- 4 members of Jehovah!s Vitnesses threatened with vio-
lence by mob which accused them of making "derogatory remarks towards the flag."

June 8 ~ SANFORD, MAINE ~— Two orgenizers of Jehovah's VWitnesses beaten by a crowd.
of about 1,000 becruse they "refused to salute an American flnge"

June 9 —~ B;DbEFORD, MAINE ~~ An apartment house stoned because a crowd which milled
about the building for am hour shouting "Salute the flag" said one apartment wes
occupied by a man "suspected of being a member" of Jehovah!s Witnesses.

June '9 ~ XEINEBUNK, MAINE —— Dwight Robinson, 24, =nd Fredericlk McDonald, 22, shot
and wounded while sitting in an auto near Jehovah'!s Vitnesses headoquarters, Mob of
2500 sacked snd fired sectls headquarters.

June 10 =~ WELLS, MAINE w-- Jerry Semo 19, shot in the kg at the home of member of Jeo~
hovah's Witnesses by mob of Xennebunk residents who swarmed dowm in 24 c¢ars.

June 16 - LITCHFIEID, ILLINOIS — 61 members of Jehovah!s Vitnesses, 39 women and 26
men rushed to city jailifor protection after mob attaclked them, overturnsd or des-
troyed 16 of their automobiles. Mob of 1,000 mills around Jail shouting for Iymching,.

Many injured while forced to their Mmees to kiss the flag, Mobsters stats Vitnesses
had been warned to stay away.

June 17 - ELSINORE, DALIFORNIA wm 30 Vitnesses run out of town by vigilantes. Several
severoly beaten. Ordered not to return. Similar incident reported in COMPTON, CAILIT.

June 18 ~ RAVLINS, WYOMING w— Mrs. Everett Ruble and Mrse. Jim Todd, both middle aged
dragzed from the Todgq home, beaten, their clothes torn until they kissed the flog.
The women, both members of Jehovah!s Witneosses and one man were placed in the city
Jail "for protection®, Later that same day the mob seizad four other members of the
spct in different parts of the city forced them to parade with the flagz, kiss it on
their knees, repeat the oath of allegiance =~ all under penalty of toﬁééro. :

June 22 -~ PARCO, WYOMING — A member of Jehovah!s Witnesses tarred ang feathered afte:
mob seized his literature and demanded he salute the flag before they wotld relense
hims Mobsters claim "me gave the Nazi salute." Similar instances of violence
were reported in JACYSON, MISS. (where Witnesses were dumped nacross State line into

Tallulah, Iao); . .., DITEAMOOR. OFE.: Bice i10; "
MOWESST, PA.; ROCKVIIIE, MARYIATD, ¢ SIS, OHIO: SHRUDOMR, PA.;
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Attacks on political minority groups (January 1 - June 30, 1940)

(A few examples of means used to deprive a minority political party of its right of
franchise,also some samples of methods uscd to interfore with the activitics of the

Communist Party)
January 1940

NASHINGTON, D,C. January 17 —- In open letter to the press, Attorney General Frank
Murphy orders selection of 23 man grand jury to prepare "espionage and foreigzm agent
cases" against a number of individual Communists as well as against Vorkers Library
Publishers and International Publishers. Charges, he says, will range from '"mail

fraud" to'conspiracy to obtain U.S, military socrets,"

i_YO. 22 -~ Earl Browder, general secretary of the Communist Party, sen-
tenced to 4 yoars imprisonment in a Federal Penitentiary and $2,000 fine on a techni~-
cal passport charge.

NEW_YORK, January 24 -~ Bx-Congressman John J. 0'Connor of New York files object- - -
ions with Board of Elections agalnst petitions nominating Earl Browder as Communist
Party Congressional Candidate for the 14th district N.Y. Reason: "He is oen

of Jnseph in "

NEW YORK, January 25 --  American Civil Libertics Union national committec passes
resolution to exclude members and sympathiz ers of the Communist Party for serving
as officers or directors of the A.C.L.U,

CAIIFORNIA, January 30 -- California State Advisory Pardon Board announces it will
gPant no pardons to any persons convicted under the state criminal syndicalism law
unless they "zive up Comrmunist doctrines."

February 1940

ILLINOIS, Tebruary 9 — Hall ownor cancels contract for Browder Defense moeting in
Chicago. Says he was threatened by American Legion,

NEW YORK, February 20 — William Robert Wiener, financial secretary of the Commun~
ist Party sentenced to 2 years imprisomment in a Federal Penitentiary plus recom-
mended deportation on technical passport charge,.

CAIIFORNIA, February 21 -- Communist Party barred from participating in Berkeley
California City Council chambers on basis of a state law that prohibits groups which
advocate force and violence from using public buildines,

NEW_YORK, February 26 -- Hearst N.Y. Journal-American "reveals" that the Depart-
ment of Justice is "plannine" to secure indictments agninst the Daily Worker on
technical grounds which would result in "withdrawals of malling privileges, imprison-

ment of the publishers and dissolution of the publication,"

March 1940

NEW_YORK, March 12 - Described as a measure aimed directly against the Communist
Party, Devany bill passes New York State kgislature barring from appointive public
office nll "persons who advocate the overthrow by force and violence of the state

and national sovernment,"

TEXAS, Mnrch 18 -~ 7 active union members arrested in El Paso, held inesmmunicado

as result of "Communist activitiesg" investigation started by Special Attnrney W.H.
Fryer. The cherge against them; being "Red agents,. "

WASHINGTON, Morch 22 —- Deputy Prosecutor John Camghlan of Kings County, Vashing-
ton, diemissed on charges of "Commnism" and refusal to condemn the pence treaty
signed between the U.S.S.R. and Finland. (Caughlan pressed for prosecution of mur-
derers of labor leader Laura Iaw in Aberdeen)

CALIFORNTA, March 30 —- Judge George Consgrove denies citizenship application of
Archibald Allen. Applicatinn opnosed by U.S. Naturalization Service which sals
Allen had associated with Communists, had a banner in his home reading "Vote Com-
munist", had been heard to question the right of few persons to be very rich.
Shortly before this Superior Judge James at San Jose denied citizenship to George

Bogunovich beceuse 7 years previously he had subscribed to "RADNIK Croatian Com—
munist newspaper,
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April, 1940

PENVSYIVANTIA, April 6 —— Detective Tieutenaant Albert Granitz of Philadelphia, pub-
licly commended by his superiors for fid~inc his nlain duty" participated in ille-
gal raid on Communist Farty headquarters with two agents of Dies Committee. Groi-
itz! arrest was ordered by Federal Judze George A. Velsh.

PENNSYIVANIA, April 16 —- United States Jircuit Cowrt of Apnesls in Philadelphia up-
hold order to extradict Samuel Adams Darcy to California %o face alleged elaction lazw
violation charge dating back to 1934,

TEXAS, April 26 —~ "Communistic movement of the most viciovs kind" brewing acainst
which 100 California peace officors menting together with FBI agents and gheriffs
from Texas, Apizona and Nevada are waran~d by Sheriff Chris ¥ox of Rl Paso who says
"Keep your eves open -~the Reds are brewinz trouble on the border,!

MICHIGAN, April 28 -~ Four persons collecting signatures to place Commuist Farty
on ballet arrested in Kalamazoo, fingerprinted, kent in solitary for 4 hours on
charges of "suspicion of burglarvf., Police say: Me don't zive a good G---Dw—- sbout
state laws: we're runninc this city and we are going % xecp the Reds outs” Similar
incidents reported in Flini, Grand Rapids, Port Huron, Albion and Pontiac.

May, 1940

WASHINGTON, DuCs ¥May 5 —= PFive Communist Party leaders indicted for contempt - they
refused to submit names of their members to Dies Committee claiming it would consti-
tute a blaclklist. They are Dr. Albert E. Blumberg, state secretary Comminist Porty,
Maryland; George Powers and Jrmes Dolsen, Pittsburgh, Pa., Philip Frankfield, State

secretary, Massachusetts and Thomas F. P. 0!'Dea, president, linscachusotts Young Com-
munist Lengue.

ILTINOIS, Yoy 18 — Hoodlums raid, wreck and set fire to Communist Party headcuar-
ters on Chicngo West Side. Four pnssors by beaten. At interupted protest meeting
agalnst this ~ttack policeman states: "I lrnow we have a Bill of Rights but I ~m look—

ing forwnrd to the day when we can chanre the Bill of Rights =nd do with bullets
whnt we can't do now." (Hall raided for second time on Junc 12.)

ILIINOIS, ¥ay 18 -~ Persons collecting signatures on election petitions to place
Comaunist Party on ballot and passing out handbills oprosing 7.S. entry into war;
run out of Pelfin after arrest, questioning by sheriff. Warned, "aot to return or
there would be trouble,"

ITIINOTS, Mav 18 ——~ 5 persons arrested in Frecport for collecting sisnatures on
Communist Party elsction petitions. Told not to return. Newspaper headlincs
"Freeport Police give !'Hotfoot! to quintet of Corrmnists.!

ARTZONA, lay 13 =- Sedigiigy;gf simnatures on Commnist Porty election notitions
arrested for vagrancy/and gfven choice of leaving town on next bug oy golng to jail,

IIIINOIS, Msy 25 == Nine collectors of Communist Party ballot netition sisnatures
return %o Pelrin with observers to test enforcement of "Law and Order". Threatened
by organized mob which calls for lynching. Local press had announced Meception
Committoe reedy to tske care of them." Seelk refuge in court house vwhere Sheriff in-
sists on arrest as only form of protection he will offer. Two netitioners cars
burned. Held until 4 A.M. next moraing when taken under hostile police escort to
Peoria and there kept in jail until finally put on bus for Chicogo.

ILLINOIS, llay 26 -~ Man and womesn arrested in Albany Park, Chicago for collecting
signatnres on Communist Party election petitions. Woman told b police cantain:
"The damn trouble with this covermnment is that they sllow such bastards to corry
on such a thing, It won't be long now till we'll bo able to put a stop to them.
Wie'll zet them ont of the way damr soon. They did'nt do anvthing against the law,.
Therc is nothine in the law grat can stop people from passing petitions 1ilte t'is
but it von't Le lons till weill be nble to out 2 ston to them,"

NEW HAPSHIRE, May —-- 3 persons arrested while collecting sigmature on Communist
Party claction petitions. Fingerprinted. No charges,

June, 1940

WEST VIRGINIA, June 1 -= 141 persons arrcsted and indicted in Wheeling, Becikley,
Charleston = 8 in Weirton, charged with violating election law never before uged.
Weirton bail totaled $40,000. All elght arc registered Democrats and under this law
they supnosedly were prohibited from signing Communist Party election petitions.
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ILILINOIS, June 2 —= Group of five persons collecting signatures on Communist Party
election petitions attacked, in Wankegan, Two women beaten, fingerprinted, ordered
to leave town.

0. ; =~ Ex Congressman John J. 0'Connor of New York announces formation
of "The First Column" with branch headquarters in 62 counties of Y.Y. State. Expres-
sed purpose: blocking Communist Party efforts to place Earl Browder on ballot in N.
Y. States "It is an insul: to the American people to encounter the name of a Commr .
ist candidate for Prosident on the Dallot. The Communist Party must be wiped out."

PENNSYIVANIA, June 9 w- Pittsburgh Press (Scripps Howard) begins publication of
names and addresses of persons who signed Communist Party election petitions. The
Iancaster New Era fol lowed sult on June 25 as did other local papers. 28,000 Pennsy-
lvania residents signed the petitions.

TENNESSER, Jung 11 «« E. H, Crump, Memphis political boss "guarantees" that Earl
Browder Communist Party candidate for president will not speak in Memphis at a meet-
ing the date of which has not yet been announced. He asserted he could gather 100,
000 people to Join him anywhore within a few hours notice "to take care of anv 8i tu-
ation detrimental to American citizonship, "

CALIFORNIA, Jung 12 =~ Villiam Schneidermann, Cali fornia secretary Communist Prrty-
has his citizenship revoked by Judge Theodore J. Roche. Grounds: He failed to state
publicly - 14 years ago when he was naturalized - that he was a member of the Young
Communi st Lengue ~ Schneidermann was 2 years old when he came to this country.

OKLAHOMA, June 12 —- Forum meetine sponsorcd by Communist Party in Oklahoma City,
broken up by hoodlums whs then ransacked Cormmunist Party bookstore from which they
stole hundreds of books and magazines,

SALIFORNIA, June 13 »~ Dan Taylor, fired from S.R.4. project in San Diego for |

"Communist Party affiliation". City council then denies him right to speak in his
own defense,

WEST VIRGINIA, June 12 =~ Oscar 0. Wheeler, Communist Party candidate for Governor

~Jailed in Raleigh on five comnts of fraud, This followed by successful collection of
9,000 sigmatures on Communist Party election petitions, In Charlestown, 1. Vae, lo-
cal American Lsgion Posts secures publication of facsimileg of nominating petitions
showing the nomes of signers in 15 counties, signed "publishod by John Brawley Post
Mo 20 Americen Legion, Charlestown, V. Va," Eanawha County Grand Jury indicts 84
signers under an obscure article in tho official code of 1, Vae, which prohibits any

person from voting in the nrimery for any othor party than that of which he is regis~
tered as a members,

NZV _YORK, June 15 -- G, A. Hathaway, editor Daily Vorker, sentenced to 30 days in

the workhouse plus $500 fine, (Comprodatly Publishing Co., also fined $500) on
charges of criminal 1ibel, ‘

ARIZONA, Jung 17 =~ Governor Robert T. Jnes upholds county attorney Jomes B. Robins!?
official statement to Morris Graham, Sec'ys of the Communist Party of Arizona to the
offect that "subject only to the loss of God the use at this_time of any mothods or
means necessnry to rid our country of Commmunism is not only mornlly justificd but de-
monded, and I shall act accordingly whenever the opportunity prosents itsels, "

EANSAS, June 20 - Sec'y. of State accepts petitions to place Comminist Party on
ballot signed by 3,000 residents Tfrom 32 counties. (Law requires 2,500 from 20 count-
ies) but strtes that Communist Party will not appear on the Kansas ballot citing
technicality for which hone can find provision in the state law,

GEORGIA, June 20 ww Attorney General Tllis 4rnall announces that the Communi st Party
Will be stricken from the ballot in Georgia. Says he: "If I am called on for advige
I shall ns o motter of public policy do all within my power to keep the nomes of

Sommmnist candidntes off the ballot « « . too long have we tolerated rats to smaw at

the congtitution of the United Sta o8 and when we start after the vermin thev yell

for constitvtional iminities,"

LLLINOIS, June 22 —- mTen persons returned to Rockford, to test their constitutinnal
right to colleect signatures on the Communist Party election petitions having informed
local authorities of their plan., Violently attacked by well organized mob and arres.
ted one by one after being beaten by mobsters. Though attaclkers were pointed out to
nrolice (the chief Wwas present) they refused to make arrests. Leaflets and petitions
seized from petitioners publicly burned on court house lavn, Newspaper photographs
(Chicago Tribune and Rockford Star) show uniformed officers participatins,
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PENNSYLVANIA, June 22 — Three persons arrested in Ambridge, Pa., held in $1,000
bail each on charges arising out of securing signatures for Communist Party election

petitions in Beaver County.

CATIFORNIA, June 23 —~ Henry A, Harris, Communist Party candidate for local office
in San Francisco, arrested during election camnaign meeting by policeman who states
"I have orders to keep you people from spealing" Unusually large lineup of police
had gathered on strect corner hours before mecting was schednled to take place.

NEW YORK, June 23 -- Eight persons arrested in Wapninger Falls, on charge of'"dis~
orderly conduct" hold in $50 bail each for ringing doorbells while collectine signa-
tures on Communist Party election petitions.

MICHIGAN, June 23 ~- "Advertiser" a Flint froc Newspaper runs names of all residecnts

who siencd Commnist Party election petitions. During that same week Women's Icgion
of the Blue Cross, via lrs. Blanche Winters files motion to prevent Sgc'y. of State
from placing the Communist Party on the ballet. Sec'y. of State Kelly announces that
he has indexed 9,000 signers of the Communist Party petition -~ has checked this with
his employmont record and advises private employers to do likewise. Mrs. Vinters in
defense of her sction said: "Communists and radicals want Democracy, but we do not
wint it." Also "Bic business is going to fight in another year and God help the -
REdSQ n

PENNSYLVANIA June 24 —- Adolph Heller, Attorney and Bernard Rush arrested in raid
on Worlkers School and held in $25,000 bail each on charges that police found =~ bomb
in the Philadelphia Viorkers School with which they are connected mnd which newspaper
rumors tried to indicate were intended for Republican Party convention. Charged with
sedition ~nd conspiracy.

NEW YORX, Jnne 24 -- Bronx 3oro President James J. Lyons asks N.Y. City Council to
bar Communists from relief benefitse.

PENNSYLVANIA, June 25 ~- Mayor Lord of Pottsville, sends agents to "round np signw
ers" of Commnist Party election petitinns.

YASEINGTOY, D.C. June 26 — Emergency Relief Appropriation Act becomes law and on-
ders 211 Commnists and Bund members dismissed from W.2.As also all nersons who re-
fuse to sion affidavits swearing they nre neither.

CALIFORNIA, Juwme 30 -~ Police in large numbers broak up San Francisco Commmnist
Party election rally. Arrest 3. Onoc Negro prisoner chained to telenhone pole wait-
ing for p~trol wagon.

MAINE, June 30 -~ 6 persons in Auburn ~nd Brunswick collecting sisn~ture on Com-
munist Party election petitions rounded up by police and held for auestioning.,
Though police admitted their actisn was illegal, petitisners were threatened,
warned to lcave town "or else." One young women previously taken into custody in
Sanford. Held for one hour and released. Other Commnist Party petition convas-
sers reported attacked and arrested in East St« Louis, I1l; Alton, I1l, (vhere 6
collected 120 signatures) Pacahontas, W. Vne

# # #
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