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Cassidy Testlﬁes at Front
Court-Martial—Prout
Denies Confession

" By John Meldon
John F. Cassidy, recognized leadexj

of the _chﬂstian. ‘Front, gppearipg the floor i’or the first time in his
in the court-martial of Capt. John | own defense since the military trial

T. Prowt Jr.. who is accused of giv-

ment. to ‘the court in which he de-
mg 1,800 rounds of ammunition tq nied the admissions which he made
1 during the federal court trial, and
Gerald - Bishop, testified - Thursday | 10 agents of the FBI when he was
night that Bishop had told Him he | arrested earligr this year, In a
« working ; hy | sisned .oconfession, introduced into
was through. the Army the military trial by the prosepution,
organizing civma.ns to nght Commu.

Christian Front terrovist ‘William
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o

started: and read an unsworn state-

| Lieut, Mungo to testity.

R«hatiga,n and Lieut, Hermam ‘R
after appearing to testuy-

“hostile” witnesses and

' Prouts teglment . to. knOW

Oapt. Prout hed sdmitted . giving |

Pw ufzo s

The two officers; Major ‘Jebui

nounced by the mill

£2n. was held' in iconti
. Major General Ha
prm confereme sa,td

going to stand for any— ;
He 'declared, -

{ nism» ' fasclst Bishop the 1,800 Tounds of | tell all they know di ,
The witness, who seemed to be | ammunition, ght . -
perfectly at ease in the military- DENIES CONFESSION L’m“”o&‘m"m‘“ﬁ;‘w““m"t ago"‘z:n”,,:mw"fg .
coury atmosphere, last” Jurie stood In the course of his unsworn|in court and give full mtimony. f
trial undet: Iederal prosecutim aﬂonq statement Thursdey night, Oapt. g
| with Cept. Proit asid Bishop, Prout denied his earlier testimony

Cassidy, & smooth taliing mﬂ“’*d' in federal court and the contents of
ual,amd et avowed follower-of auti. | the confession, char ging that it was
Semite Fatfwer: Coughlin, was ac: | obtained by the FBI agents under
quitted on chargés-of conspiracy t | duress. He declared that at the
overthrow the government and # | time of his arrest. he was over- |.
steal govemment ammunition, Pro_w worked and fatigued and that “he
faces. pmswble reirial in tederal court | was not responaﬂble for what. he

ok, g : said,

Under the rules of the Manual of
Courts Martial, Capt. Prout was told
|| by court president Col. H. Russel
A ’3Drowmsetha¢asanomoerhehad
|sidy as o defense Witness ﬂt the|the privilege of three alternatives:
Squadron A Armory, 84th St. and, he could make a sworn stiatement

Madison Ave,; where the hine-msn ) .
to the court, under which he could :
military court is sitting ‘in the oase.| o placed on the witness stand and

Cassidy identified himself as the examined by the prosecution, or he
Brookiyn head of the fascist organi- could present an unsworn statement,
zatlon; and. 4t -present unemployed | rse wigen he couid mot be put
and B,Wt.iting admissiﬂn m the-bar. on the stand, or “remein. silent.” He

The ' fascist ' Witness_ m thé.
statetent; whle, urider Cross-8xam.
| imation’ by Tieut. AIfred J. Mﬁngd
trial judge: advoca&e (the prosecu-
tion) that he had gone to the 165th
 Regiment Armory last October with
Bishop - where the latter said he
would ‘identify himseif to Oassidy
as an amy agent, throngn ‘one.
i “Colonel Ariderson.” “When' they ar-
i rived, Cassidy ‘said,: “Cotonel Ander-
|8on” was'not present. “Whether or
|not the identificetton was made at’
any later date was\not brought out.
by either the defense or prosecution |
while Cassidy was on the stand.

The defendant. Capt: Prout” book
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was also told by the court that an
unsworn sﬂatememt would not* carry
the weight of 8 swom statement,
The military trial resumed again
last night at the Bquadron A. Ar-
mory, . R
OFFICERS CRITICIZED \

Meanwhile, & sharp echo of the
military trial here 'sounded from
Fort MeClellan, Ala,, ‘where Capt.
Prout’'s regiment is now sta/biomed

Major General Willlam N. Has-
kell, commander of the Twenty-
seventh Division, in a press confer-
ence Thursday -publicly criticized
two officers .of - Capt. Prout’s regi-
ment whio had been . senl; to New
York last week a.t the reqmt ot
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