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Witness Balky in Case
of Gov’t Ammunition
to Christian Front

By John Meldon
Court-martial proceedings beink

Capt. John T Prdut Jr.,' who

earlier this year signed a
confession with the FBI that

he had given 1,800 rounds of Guard

ammunition to - fascist Christian | i* Col. Drowne, in his coniments o

Front leader - Willilam  Gerald
Bishop, took a dramatic and omin-
ous turn Wednesday night.

Bishop, a henchman of fascist
Father Coughlin, is now at libertv
under hail, but faces possible re-
trial in federal court on charges of
conspiracy to overthrow the gov-
ernment, and for receiving govern-
ment ammunition from Capt. Prout.

Capt. Prout was tried at the same
time in federal court under the two
counts and wes .acquited on the
charge of 'conspiracy to:overthrow
the government. Hc faces & retrial
on the theft charge.

The military trial now going on,

while forced to introduce into evi- | thé regiment armory at the thfie
dence Capt. Prout’s intimate con- |Gapt. Prout is charged with giving
nections with the Christian Front, | 800 rounds for the terrorist les
is not, however, prosecuting him on | ¢

the more serious charge of consort-
ing and plotting with avowed ene-
mies of the government and the

~ .(Continued on Page 4) .
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Sflitary tridde. Wednesdas
gdenly switched from . its hum-
i and routine napure when Col.|
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{ Russell Drowne, president of the

o
A
]

» In view of the Gourt’s oninieh
tb-a.t It helds precedence ov&roi{iiﬁ
ness, Col. Drowné sald Mujor Rhat-
igan,-despite orders to return, m:ﬁl
be held in contempt. ‘The order was
(forwarded to Brig. Gen, Ames T
« Brown, Adjutant General of the N.
Y. State National Guard, for action.

- HOLD 3 IN GONTEMPT

- The contempt, order against Major
Rhatigan makes him the ' third
member of Capt. Prout’s 185th

mMajor Rhatigan’s action o

e

military court to remain in N

York for further testimony, had re
sulted in his' being held in cond
Fempnﬁ. |

- PROUT GAVE ORDERS

It was during thege revelations b
the cqurt president that Capt.

Jumped to his feet and made thée |
peculiar statement that he had “ors| Regiment to. be held under. those
dered” the witnesses to testify, Ifi| charges since the militarv trial be-
iew of the fact that Major Rhatk] &an. The other two cited for con-
igan outranks Capt. Prout, the late| mpt for refusing to testify against
ter's admittence that he had gives| C&pt. Prout, on grounds they would
orders to a superior seemed rathdr| Jeopardize  their  constitutional
unusual. sl rights  and  possitly incriminate
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.| themselves, were sergeants William

i g ity . 4| A- Hill and Theodore R. Nairholi, .

tions of Major Rhatigan (who w s| = The nine-man court Wednésddy
el night rejected a motion by civilian
regimental supply officer at the timei . AA1a%
dgitibt. Prout pif 3;.ccused. 8::t;f hay il (Gefense counsel Parnell J, T. Oals
given Bishop government ammuije! ‘aghan who asked dismissal of the
tion) when Major Rhatigan & | charges against Capt." Prout. The

peared on the withess stand: g defendant is being tried under sec-

e . T tioms 95 and 96 of the Articles of
Friday as a prosecution witness, & . *
i 11 e L ne pointe] War. The first charge reads tha

ed cut, Major Rhatigan found t apt. Prout  “did Wiy e

!hm&h Yesi e teaimental rall fully secure, secrete and give away

15 he brought with him_becoup) ,"ge7 "ihe peceten de: i R
he had “left his glasses in Alabamd.” States ’chernment 14 |
The regimental. reécords were sent The second chai*ge st.atean Capt.

ftgr Ijl?e ;foi;empt‘gsﬁm?:nntﬁgt Prout ‘“did commit conduct preju-
' I récords of ammunitigy dicial to the good of the discipline
the supply B G ihe o rnied pfbas iR

‘The military Qount.aiﬁd?,rburned
& down @ defense motfon to strike

-
L

Bishop.

“When Major Ratigan found e’ _
B Snis glashés Ool: €ral Bureau of Investigation intro-

**QWﬁe stafed ' with emphasis, he g:cid I-i?o tthe federal trial against
2d been instructed by the court . oPw FToul and a group of Chris-
\ tian Front terrorists last June.

0 sécure another pair in New York, th iha fade by

Or get someone to read the records e lederal trial, Capt, Prout

"for him and be prepared to testity o> Charged With conspiracy (o

apain last Monday night.  JEVSTEnTow the!, governient;

\wall

| CONFLICT WITH OFFICERS flohg with g

.
wil

%It :WM at this point of Col. .,,,...,.., ’ ";‘tt”% “55??{ . ﬂ & .,..;=-‘.
Drowhe’s rémarks - which Were P o TS

tinged with sharp annoyance, that cCond charge. The federal re
Ne also revealed a conflict had de- N@d been repeatedly postponed.
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witnesses from Lieut. Alfred J.
viu ¥ 0. trial judge advocate, and

9 m "-r,vd w Hos ;
eieht out:
RS TIIR

1 Two main prosecution witness-
“Major John J. Rhiatigan and
Lieutenant Herman Lutz, who hi
seen called up from the 165th

r rv Regiment, now stationed '
ort’ MeCleildn, Anniston, Ala,
sabify against Capt. Prout. had im-|
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aut’s defense counsel upon ar-
eiving In town before appearing toj

jsees” for the /'prosecution andi|
Haoted very strange,” as though)
were afraid of something.”

¢ gotten in touch with Capti back to the military court equipped Lo
i Tv'i"iﬂh gllasses to reacd from his regi- By

ity Col. Drowne saying that he had [ PR

'y _;_'*'II | h a’nd Lleu_ v hedehs s , \ . ‘
bh e military court as “hostileftraln that morning. COl DYOWDE|my, eqgy when the military cov
i adter. Major BRAURATITDE O0 Lo AtmBEE Ty S

and commanding officers of the against Capt. Prout, while the

185th Infantry Regiment, over pre.Prosécution has confined its charges !
e ——— e s 1

| . . id that he —
tﬁlﬁg wﬂlc’f';l l\?xffwggn?a“?ﬂli:r'n 7. | to the two mentioned, it has had to
tiaskell and found thet Major Rhat- | Prinig forth testimony by winesses
igan left New York to retumn to and documents purporting to shiow

i that Capt. Prout, at the time the

Alabﬁ?; at orders of his regimental ammunition disappeared, W 'a 4

I@fajbr. Rhatigan was due to report rorist Willlam /Geral ’d_ ‘Bishop' a:hd‘ .
attended meetings with Bishop. 1%
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jeen ordered back to Fort McClel- fr b nm ing.
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The case will be continued jﬁl;iuﬁ
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