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HEY are beginning to catch up with
Father Coughlin. Four and a half
years ago the Communist press first
fitied the alarm and charged that Coughlin
a fascist and anti-Semite. Now this is
gnger news; his fascism and anti-Semitism
ally leap at you from every issue of his
By magazine, Social Justice. Four and a
syears ago the Communist press declared
Rather Coughlin was being subsidized by
¥ery Wall Street interests whom he was
30151ly denouncing, If the Dies committee
BANS, business, it ought to be able to provide
with documentary verification of this

T il

‘ds of reaction whose gospel
here does the money come from?

@3S’ one who has had a hand in the ex-

}gh of the Royal Oak Goebbels, I should

ﬂ, to call attention to a few of the more

t ilient facts concerning his activities during

‘the€ past four and a half years.

* When Father Coughlin launched his Na-
ftional Union for Social Justice on Nov. 11,
ﬂ-, he was still known publicly: as an ar-
Eﬁ% supporter of the New Deal. It was he

¥
L "

10 had issued the slogan “Roosevelt -or
# and as late as April 9 of that year
1ad broadcast to-the faithful: “I will never
change my philosophy that the New Deal is
i@ﬁﬁ;"}«st‘.""s Deal.” In Congress he was most
;mf‘i:ly associated, not with the reactionaries,
‘but with men like Senator Thomas of Okla.
ma and Senator Nye of North Dakota,
were known as liberals. He was widely
egarded as a neo-Populist, a sort of clerical
Dryan, and even his enemies described him
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i terms no worse than money crank or crack-

w:r 3
=On Nov. 1, 1934, the American Jewish

Comiittee, which represents those wealthy

Jews who advocate a hush-hush DDHC}; in re-
gard: to fascism and anti-Semitism, sent this
letter to editors of Jewish newspapers:

"We have not seen in the Jewish press any ref-
erence to Father Coughlin’s first radio address of
theyear. The enclosed excerpts reflect a gratifying

we ;bélicve ought to be consp‘i’éuohﬂf»hﬁted
in the Jewish press, for obvious reasons. ;

'

seems that the gchi:lcmen of

_ the Ameri-

an Jewish Committee had been
urbed by a statement ‘Coughlin
e ;' .- f- k".‘f%l', ., ‘ .r , T J S 8

' . 3 B pade A y
silver” and frothed at the

mind on the part of the reverend gentleman |
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Morgenthau, and, in a ditioh, declared:

there is anti-Jewish propaganda being mali-
ciously circulated, it will never find support

from a Catholic pulpit.”

Coughlin was right about the vast ma-
jority . of Catholic pulpits. The Catholic

Church’s opposition to anti-Semitism has been
made abundantly clear in various pronounce-
ments of the late Pope Pius XI and other
high Catholic authorities. But there i1s one
Catholic pulpit in this country, that at Royal
Oak, Mich., which is an exception. It has
become a fountainhead of the most un-Cath-
olic doctrine—and not only on the question
of anti-Semitism.

“A CHRISTIAN NATION”

Just a little more than a month after the
American Jewish Committee sent out its let-
ter urging the Jewish press to give the radia
priest a clean bill of health I sat in the Shrine
of the Little Flower and heard him infect
an . anti-Semitic innuendo into a lecture he
was giving before an audience of about a
thousand persons. And some six weeks later
on Jan. 22, 1935, at another lecture in hi;

Ch}lfch, _I heard him speak even more ex-
plicitly in the same veln.

that we're either Chri
or not,” he shouted.
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~casts and in the columns of Social Justice.
‘This reflects a new phase in the evolution of
his fascism. Aftér his debacle in the 1936 elec-
tions Coughlin apparently abandoned hope of
‘being able to seduce any large number of
| miericans into building 2 mass fas-

i ?ar 13s, instead, directed his

aller groups of the most back-
ward elements, ‘inciting them against Jews,
the labor movemeént, and the New Deal by
methods borrowed from the Nazis. Social
Justice has, in fact, become the chief Nazi
organ in the cdiﬁftrjﬁ 7 e .

And' pay for this fascist piper undoubtedly
comes from those who call the anti-New Deal
tune. "The National Union for Social Justice
was [aunched three months after the founding
0f the Amzricant Liberty League. At the time
there sezmed to bé no connection between the
two, and publicly ‘the relations between
Coughlin ‘and the league seemed to be most
uncordial. Both erganizations, however, rep-
 resented 2 -crys‘_tall_i'zatidn- under the aegis of
big business of the reactionary forces opposed
} t? the New D_egl—;As*the struggle ‘against the
| New Deal sharpened, Coughlin dropped all

criticism of thqﬁLfEerty‘Le’ag‘ué and, in fact,
adopted its favorite shibboleths. His patriotic
eﬁcfrts during the 1936 campaign won him
favish praise from no less 2 person than former
Gov. Joseph Ely of Massachusetts, member
of the league’s national executive committee.
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THE MONEY-CHANGERS' FRIEND |

Father Coughlin established contact with
Wall Street at least as far back as 1932, Hi
conetary ideas—and ‘perhaps something more
than ideas—iwere derived, not from the infla.
ronary tradition of ‘the ' agrarian Midwest

T, ¢ _*-'?;fé'-ipt?p’ixla'rly ‘supposed, but
oJ 'é’y-;flhéfngers whom he pil-

EC1y. In his pious biography of
Oak fuhrer, Louis B. %Vird,'

—oughlin’s chie i ﬁnﬂt}’ ‘man and all-around

,st‘oo he ‘h ".;:J',#::_i_,_._,r ra ot 1, | mesa i BTN
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Apparently, the American Jewish C
made the proper representations,

‘and Cough-

lin obliged in a broadcast on Octgber 28,

in which he went out of his way to- tidand

i

OMmittee |

Wall Street emissari

~to persuade him tha
an explanation of the gold subject.”
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Robert M. Famr o, Ocorge LeBlanc and
rs_lfo“uld “launch into

Oct. 23, 1932,
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served in afﬁi ilar: au‘_g;_"h_ gitani: o ,N ;
-Gannett’s N‘atlﬁh na,;m_g; %’Uphfﬂd S5
Constltutlonal JOVerr ':"'i ; ':Li&;g, ﬂ J}J"sﬂ,'  heir of

the Liberty Leafgu "The relations betwreen

Father Coughlms T ﬁfﬁigc_ C

[
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Nation were  extrem .l*j’rf-;.:;:f‘fg “and in his | W

speeches on meﬁt ; ‘ ”ﬁfm ‘merely
added the appropnﬁ t touches to
the committee’s pfbkrﬁﬁ* st what this cost
| "h b s

the committee is not: know ’f" e

 Eloquent of the ch‘%. ti and dlrectlon
of Father Coughlin's acti "\'ns is the fact
that he has for sé‘vera 43 rs been on ex-
tremely friendly terms ‘w'i * the two arch-
types of American. big business fascism, Henry
Ford and William Randdﬁh Hearst. The |
May 22 issue of Socwi Jﬁstwe, announcing
that Hearst’s New Yh?m ‘radio’  station,

WINS, has agreed to br
speeches, published the front page headline:

“Jews  Boycott Hea,rsmefég Aiding Father

—

Coughlin.” This is really more damaging to
Hearst and Coughhn than: _1t 1s to the Jews,
who, of course, consnfutm"f only a minority
of the participants in i:hﬁ - Hearst beycott
Coughhn and Hearst hav S %01‘ long seen eve
to eye On many questums}f [n May 1932 the
priest. spent part of a va"‘tmn* on the pub-
lisher’s California ranch Iﬁ 1935 he “warmly
endorsed Hearst’s pmpesa_ -'for the organiza-
tion of an -anti-New De,_: 5 "Constltutmnal

Democratic Party”ﬂ—--and ﬁ __,year later gave
birth to the Union Party ‘which had all the
signs of Hearstian patermty’.’ And today Social
_ Justice is ptinted at the Cuneo Press, Chicago,

whose chief customers are two ‘Hearst maga-

zines, Good Hause?eeepuig* and Cosmopolitan.

Incidentally, the Union Party first saw the

light of day on the Great ﬁaﬁlngton, Mass.,
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5 ﬁ w an %@é% ‘f"O'I‘ the the auto
was, under the e

Cameron, pubhshmg artic

as those now appeanng n

I+ would be surprising 1
| friends of Coughlin were not contributing

their share to “the cause.’
son to believe that the Nazis are proving less

‘0 view of the -fact that Dr.
Goebbels’ speeches have been known to find

their way into §o
signature. Certainly the activities of this high

priest of fascism cost a lot of money. The bill
for his weekly broadcasts over forty-six sta-

"'acast Coughlin’s | tions is about $8,000 per hour. For a yea

generous,

ge
Be
e statements designed t
ma of having proteste
Coughlin has undoubted!y

pogroms
from Ford’s pioneer work 1

| 1earned much
Y anti-Semitism. It 1s not SO

magnate’s Dearborn Inaep
ditorship of William )

les of the same type
Social Justice.

nd Ford.

ore emerged 1res

intimate
.4 individualist.
nnett used the PT

h evi-

relations with
On two
jest’s
o clear

ted the

many years since

Independent

£ some of these

* Nor is there rea-

cial Justice over Coughlin’s

estate of Francis'P. Keelon, foreign exchange

speculator, whose: New 'Ybrk office is at 76
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was he who serﬂmﬁ Z 3

Martin, deposed ﬁ nt of the ﬁ ﬁW
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his secret negotm%ibn S ﬂf..
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.,-# %, the. afﬁmty
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no advertising. It cl: i 23(
000, but Coughhn 'is not notorious  for
veracity. The magazine’s actual press
92,000, which means that it operates at a
heavy loss. Copies of the priest’s speeches may
he obtained free on request, which addﬁvﬁ':_ ;

other big sum to the prmtmg bill, Vhen 1

Ward wrote his biography in 1933, he estf-.
ated that postage for these prmted speechts.

amounted to $450,00Q a year. Even assmmng
that this has been considerably reduced,e hw

still quite an 1tem. Then there is the cleritals.
torce of 105 girls, as well as other empI

Clearly, these huge operating costs canfiog
covered by the small individual contribuf
trom the radio public. The big mone}*

come from other sources. |

To speak for the poor while servm
ieh is the essence of fascist technique. X3
(_.atz&him* whose preachments have bcen

diated by Cardinal Mundelein as not.
senting ‘‘the doctrine or sentiments 0%
church,” 1'1:117v measures up to this -""'-"'
cion. It is time the Dies committee did a
anfrocking job and revealed the brown
inder the cassock. A. B. Macites
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