NE
*i0ebeze

L4

3

T
o
Al

|
i

\

)
g

W

A
| I

\

\\L

3

ALY
!

THER

)

|

I
I

)
:
i

R

3
{38,
.g:

¢

|

' §

1
f
/

¢
L

i
|

|

§
'
'

|

i
, -ﬂbf.?r

{
‘Ivt
)

7

J
I

e /

iyl

g

‘. " lII ‘Fu-‘.. ‘.I;

o

._rj

w)
h-F'.u d

'S

3
[

g

?::-mffu_ % rﬁm“ ni;"“\ﬂ"l-

Ty A

WD T g AN e T TR T s, T A Mﬂ

il

".l.' oy ;
[ ‘ “'HI' 4 ‘!.!,h*-:"l i

¥
-

e
e BTN
L ] [ 1 T g

y &

e

- ‘ﬁ.
- ';“;:_'i-"‘.' ol P -

. =
A T ;
i % L "'-:'_;El:r.qﬁ',h' T

ﬁf‘“ 'T 4 - s g 'r‘\:l"i .
B A oA, ‘1“&"-’._%1 Fd

- J ._"'“"ﬂ. . e e~ . - L-l"- .

SRTRG S evorald
‘:i. -

'1:1 . '.:- , I|I||‘h:‘l.l..'} ¥ Y 4
- = | a Mg, 2
L [" ﬂ.; ] E ¥

=
'}

= N TRopeioih Tk e 1T

T W
¢ L
ﬂ;m-mﬂ-.ﬂm _

e - e - & - T
F.l: o i P o
Bl T o e o ] WM

= T b o e .

st o o L A

ﬂmW
> T

e

. " | m'ﬂw-rﬂmm
31 LR i Kl RINRaTINT

r-rgrn T 0 = 09 4N

T

L Y Ep——— ]
"“_‘."«' ? i '1"& L '_m
s iy P e S Nt T R

L3
R R
W iRty & gy
- 3 3
s

&

o o]
o

1

a L

]

i

-
¢

i

i

!

§9e

Wi

ikl

"
it

5

5w eSECSRTOANY, AEEE

- gug
- .| P

- 8

e

AR

o

a’.‘g‘

3"..'1‘:'*""-" f‘h‘ »
8 o ¥)

:.u,?’ifa;.ﬁ_‘_._}i'ﬁg it b
Yo

e
e, b
R
+ 1 By '

iy Ly

a};

sed
°

s

\ 1
“ﬂ

b

\-

i




oy ..,_.F:i?,_';
" j_r.; ..'!._1

o

% ...—_..-1 - l,r_q.

4 'I._-I-..l-h.‘.‘

THE WHIPPING BLOCK




* ik

= T - — E

L d

Lo

Edited by

JAMES BURR HAMILTON

“Dr, Davies, when Headmaster, seems to have used the
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639 I. Elementary Education

-~ The opinions expressed i this book
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-

are the opinions of the author, edi- L. Education over the Coun
- tor, or of the authorities quoted.

- They are not necessarily those of IHBES
' Flanders Hall.
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EDITOR'S PREFACE

HIS treatise, filled with provocative argument and

written with the respect that always accompanies
sound criticism, is not intended exclusively or even pri-
marily for the professional student. But the cultured
layman will find it both interesting and informative. Its
basic thesis is simple: What England needs most of all
1s education. Subsidiary to this are three corollaries:
In the matter of elementary education England is far
behind other countries. Her course of study, inadequate
always and in some respects antiquated, is administered
by untrained teachers. And her school buildings, even
1t we assume that the present fight for improvement is
to be continued, will not approach a reasonable degree
of perfection before the close of the present century.

This 1s a familiar story. The demand for more edu-
cation is universal; the ery for better education is inces-
sant. Andif the stand taken in this study were the
writer’s own, there would be questions without end and
objections without restraint. For England enjoys the
rating of a world power, a fact in itself that should con-
note the best of educational opportunities for the ambi-

tious many, and the hlghest of edueatlonal a,dvantages*'f:l.j

has, but on an exceedmgly limited scale The pu_;-;_;

ﬁ- - . - - N
; iﬁl..-'u i, r_. B ) .'- .: .'.-‘*II;,.!'.I ST

vate schools. The students with the prerequmlte g
take advanced work in the universities. But there' ) Te-




EDITOR'S PREFACE
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il O | .
b § 4"!-"'
d-

oA U[ﬂ&, many teachers without losing its proper cha%‘-'vafﬁ}. o

STLTI1CLIOLNS 1-:15 . wres Nt .

| o o -_-f,., it ral ln u]_]_" ()1 L

direction ; there is a shortage in teachers, buildings, and a center of learning afcl‘%) geﬂiken le tythey {hr ‘ b

| fﬂ "i 1e generous quotations from the authors listed greater wisdom cannot be Sp bout the prescii

S o bhibl least a faint light on the plea throughout the P

in the ude | ography prove the main thesis and more than 1 But Mr. Fis

ie corollanes study for better teachers in Englan u .

*ff"’};-;;l;_; : on the other hand, opposed the very thought of the se:

ﬂ"‘ a,nd S trouble has been caused, strange as it may ~ cluded scholar who closed his year with the making ot
still more degrees. The scholar, he contended, shouli §

not merely lecture in the university, but should speak to .__~f~‘-
the people down town, bringing them a resume of the
latest in research. Sound, if practical. g

em by a doctrine that is essentially sound. Education
“'M} ,,3 Q grow irom the top. Thomas Jefferson knew this.

‘knew that the university must come first, supplying
e eachers for the college, which supplies those for the

:‘ h‘fschools, and so on down to the lowest grades. In

o but it is necess-
= it e :la,ttér of universities England has done well. But The study is replete with suggestions, bu d
ey has b ary to keep current and regional terminology in min
b a; ere has been a hindrance somewhere that has pre- v dine. There is an attack, by implication, on

‘T;ed the educational system from descending from O

“% the teaching of ‘‘dead languages.’”’ It was precisely the
. ‘Lf:-: “‘xa ex and spreading out to the grades.
"‘ P P ; 5 instruction given in these that made Germany’s gym-

But let
nasia famous and her universities possible. There 1s
be‘yond i B oy of E%g g a direct assault on the pupil-teacher in England. If

2 Eﬁ_’fﬁ —1870 E. L. Woodward writes: ‘‘There were deep- by ¢“pupil’’ we mean student, it is but fair to report that

G “H p re}udlces against educational reform, and an admirable results have been obtained in this country by
the student-teacher process. England’s school houses

may be extremely bad, but we have the best school build- .
ings in the world—and a State with a $10,000,000 capi-
tol and less than a $1000 a year for teaching 1s no excep—-f -N, >
tion. England’s Eton and other schools of similar class
may have daily floggings, but such schools draw ft_. e.
wastrels of the aristocracy among their students. ‘

5 iﬁ
[, - ': .' K ;_h
o2 { Iﬁ
kAt *~ i £
I

lroubles. Educatlon at best has its hurdles to leap;
:'+":*f;e is nothing so nearly invincible as prejudice

'."\ g

*ﬁ‘deadenmg than indifference.

IJHL;(W ;che words of England’s Grand Old Man in

TOvVoO catwe but tha , "I;f 8
b ( ord, his own Alm& Mater, 1n 1919, en- In other words, the stud:g; 1slp ¥ ton For
@ (,'e of the Unwersity in Nationgl Life, always true of education. Hng a,nT }is no e;cepé}i t

,m Eia ““A University is one thing, a Train- universities are world-famous. e graduates o: . oxe

4"!

oo m *Oi;her, and no University can train too PR private schools have ﬁlled the highest oﬂ:icles,f» .ﬁl:ﬁ,,,@ th

'I"_ _
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re“should be a remedy. ; AUTHORS' PREFACE
study ¢ "{'7“!* es the one and suggests the other. It

i Z 0, from the triple angle of self, other HE story, to be told 1n these pages 18 80 strange, anéf €
iters, other countries. The dangers inherent in sub- in such utter contradiction to our conventional idea
é::,'verted by quotations, the one-sidedness ' as to what factors go to make up British democracy, it
Hely emerge if England were studied alone that we have refrained as far as possible from present-
- comparisons with other countries. The ing conclusions of our own. Instead, we have chosen to
ful, but not pessimistic: cautious, but not let leading Englishmen speak and to add to their many

" t 1s a timely contribution to the proper comments a few from foreign observers.

i < ~°f one of the gravest problems that can Some of the quotations used may be felt to be merely
" ; --ont ;LY. peOple informative; others are entertaining; a few, we are un-
R happily aware, will be considered tiresome. For this,
we beg forgiveness, pleading that a high-class sense of

humor seldom survives long in the rarefied atmosphere
of great academic learning.

In England as in other countries, the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries constituted an era of fight for
popular education. But Old England’s elementary edu-
cation in 1900 was inferior to New England standards
of 1800. Holland, F'rance, Prussia, in the days of Na-
poleon,had completed an educational system which Eng—
land did not equal until the age of the automobile a,nd e
airplane—if she equalled it even then. .

Was the unique conservatism of the tlght httle :l,s? 7f;. v
responsible for this unwarrantable delay? Or was it
the egoism of the upper classes? It will be for thaé

to decide.

e _' o
I.-:-r_




ery eontrast between the English national
n ‘‘holding what we have,” and our own

il
= at ¥ ""\--'.."'

) t “ “ try everything once’’. The English spirit
-:; 1eped or ra,ther left mrtually unshaken, a hide-

0 seem eg n the way of men from the lower classes who
.- ;r*ii_ifﬂf‘e . to ““make good”’. We on our side of the Atlan-
-' T:lﬂe ourselves on our efforts to provide equal op-
P mty tor everybody. In America, every boy and
. a chance to attend High School, and every gifted

boy glrl a chance to go to College. In England ? Read

urself

f‘..-i_"l:u';:.;.ﬂﬂ 1s gratefully made to H. Holman.

J ave quoted freely from his book English National
j ,,f ? atw'n It is the classic history of eighteenth and
‘ninef e nth century, English schools, and of the fight for

th e ;: provement We are also deeply indebted to the

rlters Whose names are given in the appended

f
i

Elementary Education

IN most countries, a fairly clear idea prevai é}.-?fff
what the normal citizen must know; what he sh
be able to do; and which features of hls charaeten are
most worth developmg A nation’s educational system

rJJr

I
!
.}

1s shaped, or at least profoundly mﬂuenced by 17 es "'“ |

1deas. If the kind and scope of the facilities prom e et |
for the education of a country’s youth allow of a c*'es n-

”55,_ : 5 ;- |

clusion as to that country’s ideals, America has reas
to be proud. In the case of England, it is more eha___ﬁ b
able to assume that the past and present condltml;?e -r“'*
the schools should not be considered as an 1nd10at101 v
her philosophy or humanitarianism.

The bare facts are these: in Massachusetts, at a co 1L
vention held in 1821, Webster was able to bO'as-i;'-' e
system of universal primary education which had Mm}fj_;
introduced in all the New England states. In rea"??
ary Prussia, school attendance was compulsory as arly

before that year. In England, the declelon to “‘
elementary schools throughout the entire cou try was
not taken until 1870, after British prlmarj;
had become the laughing-stock of the worl B

Ewven then, half-hearted a,dmmlstratlel 0 ;..w X act lost
further valuable decades. Malthus co mp f ﬁl 7 written

* Malthus: FEssay on Population. London, 17 98 3 3

A h %
T A0 *-'.n hh
4



Church to the level of a tool in the ha,n”ds" he small
class in control of the country’s affairs. Mandeville

ﬁ qentury 9 Malth eighteenth-century anti-clerical writer, W S ng
. a great national disgrace,’”’ wrote Malthus, et

1 -',f.:}fie education of the lower classes of the people in those most violently opposed to this state of t e . He

- England should be left merely to a few Sunday- schools, iﬁﬁ:? in the classic woTk S DyEEE Holman,

Lr]gée Tted by a subseription from individuals, who can } Tt will be seen from this thak (RN unieﬂ

24y **-"EL" ] -?, m;t _
- glive 0 the course of instruction in them any kind of bias
ol ’ / the movement was by no means too generous or disir f*‘fzs;-ﬂ- e

o 4*? ph e . and even the 1mprovement e 3 ested. As Mandeville very bluntly says, in his Essaf_y -

e yf-schools (for, objectionable as they are in some
. ";..’*".f-i:" EZ'_‘. A
~ points of view, and imperfect in all, I cannot but con-—

&f p

.

i‘m’ er them as an improvement) is of very late date.’
, 'ﬁwﬂﬁﬁa spirit of these Sunday schools has been char-
: ,ﬁ azed by a Frenchman * in the following words:

R 220 A T v
L o _" e R I o - -y
= s ¥ ..'-..".-_f r‘.'_ " o Gt n“.‘_'.
.-. bl - o ol 0 s = '-__': A ¥ : 5
N LR 5 B il ol g = e iy
S -..I- | e e .d_" B _‘ o :.7"' .r'. .F .- ._"_" N
- iy ' g ek Ry i s
¥
i ¥ RN |;F: r ¥ o B .
- --". L a- 2 b
“ 5 e b i - - o L g
tt‘l - i ¥ y I'- . ; - 3 &
ik - i ¥ . x -
bl "- .-.-Jrll . gl ".'I._.- -~ i e

*r;J
Chamty and Charity-Schools (1723), if they W‘?.;.}I_ o

‘agree to pull off the mask, we should soon d1scover"thﬁ;
whatever they pretend to, they aim at nothing so mqa h
in Charity-schools as to strengthen their party, andt";f&fﬁ?
";: ahe distinetion between ‘schools for the rich’ and the great sticklers for the Church, by educating ehildr
55 in the spirit of religion, mean, inspiring them with ¢ aLs

E@OIS for the poor’ was made as early as the eight- e
P .f*.fi;;-_.; y fh century. For it was in the eighteenth century superlative veneration for the Clergy of the C‘humh .

’ﬂ?ﬁ "'ﬁhe belief developed that it would be dangerous for Egnagf;dalallg atsgl';);i Eﬁffizlslllolnt anrgolrg.:laogﬂ 3;1:11;-;(;}3} * i
1 at dl )

we are but to mind what divines are most admired %
their Cha,rlty sermons, and most fond to preach the e

I e T T L T I
- .
M : .
= . . g o h
" . .I' - . ] 3
b -4 s A /
I - "I. d 2 “ . d
!
: .

;‘:
"l £

. i‘ﬂ% if the poor were educated. It cannot be denied
Ethat: he day rich and poor sit on the same school
i th ".@{q, : the poor may discover that they are no less in-

fturf nt than the rich, and it might come to pass that
l’ﬂ ﬂm @ thus get 1deas which are not exactly favorable

L
0 -" 5
'.'l.ﬁ-"'" g A
i L L .
o ey "'"-: [ g 1
:I- E - ¥ 3 —

| preached on the occasion of the anniversary of
the rich.?”’ g . Paul’s School for the Poor, explained to his wea

"i ¥ et . !1
" &% ¥ |

o | B
l“ I:,.l- | .IJ

1€ T1cC
y ; )
R = 8 r

g e | sponsors that the object of such an institution Waﬁ* M‘&@) b '

a *g‘m When in other civilized countries universal to allow the children of the poor to escape from: i

ditions into which they had been placed by bir th, ?. but
rather to grant them the asmsta.nce WhJ.Gh £ j”f?

As

- “kr_jé\]'l ;_:r._,r, |

W 1es ~ that this could best be accomphshed by edmh. *_, om

’ m T,, *a- .é Charlty Schools were run by the es- 1n
1 Cl in the prmclples of rellglon and civil hfe. He often de-
seribed his aim to glve the chlldren _’; ledge

blis Aﬁvﬁrg 1; and the stagnation of extreme con-
atism pr wvf ) *én’t at that time had degraded the

'ﬂﬁl"l-"

ulaine, f—ffi'}’ 'seﬁquﬁa Pwds d’Amr,m, Paris, 1899, p. 157.

"’"ﬁ
o _‘-. .-' -_ o Y .
;.I_.Ir- 3 ,- ? : =.f|- o .':.. & ‘
I :. F.L‘.T:;: e =-| -'”IITI




a-

| i -ifrom which we may conclude’ ', says Holman, ‘‘that
i ere was much of the feudal spirit amongst the prin-
al supporters ot the schools, and that a most humili-

t1 of submission and dependence was expected
e_s those who were taught in them.’’

_It thus appears that while the Clergy and the ruling

)

"F"J' a”:ss were, occasionally, at odds with each other as to
m means, they were in perfect accord as to the end
e the poor in their place. To this effect,
1 “ ::}g;_hurch wished to instruect them “in the principles of

"-.m J _g@_ :on and civil life’’ so as to tie them even more se-

. Jﬂl.;...w y to their ‘‘natural environment’’; while laymen
e ff’;fjered even such an ‘“education’’ dangerous The
u’gn attitude has been defined by Holman*** in the fol-

- Q_-ff"f_____?ﬁ g words:
i andeville’s violent attack on charity schools de-
gsome notice, as it undoubtedly expresses, in a
SOm a.t extreme and exaggerated form, a general
F@_.g,;?; ongst the upper classes of that time. He
jfe S a t since drudgery, obsequiousness, and mean
g *w‘*’;‘f’j“@ Te necessary for the wealth and security of a
nation ftmw iich slaves are not allowed, it is better that

those who *_r e to occupy positions as laborious poor

should be used to it from the very ﬁrst t
poor knowledge is to make them dlscontente
bellious, and llkely to ehange them into rogﬂes vi-

in knowledge and understandmg, for ‘& servan“t an: @
have no unfeigned respect for his master as soon as f;
has sense enough to find out that he serves a fool’.”’ i '. L iaa

Such views survived the end of the feudal age. Th VA
continued to be the lodestar of England’s upper class ;ﬁ
As a specimen of what was actually said in the Houseii?:%i; 3
of Commons, an address* by Mr. Davies Giddy 18
Worthy of notice. He explained that ‘‘However spe- . 4
clous in theory the project might be, of giving educa— w
tion to the labouring masses of the poor, it would, in =

effect, be found to be prejudicial to thejr morals and- &

happmess; 1t would teach them to despise their lot i ';if-'-'f-'l?f}"' --

= L
&

lite, instead of making them good servants 1n agricul-

ture, and other laborious employments to which then:
rank in society has destined them; instead of teaehmg ‘
them subordination, it would render them faectious a a
refractory, as was evident in the manufacturing eo

"‘ 1 % s e
ties; it would enable them to read seditious pamph aE o

'H; .,._a*- ,_ 233
vicious books, and publications against Chrlstlam,,t
would render them insolent to their superlors ; @Tw 5

i i
'1': 8

L]

L
-_": R E ﬂ':"...-- ]

5’-"'

* Ibid. p. b54.
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THE WHIPPING BLOCK

Mandeville wrote* as those who ‘‘either actua,lly per - .
cute with birch or else are soliciting for such a pr it
acilities of their own. This movement was particu- ment . . . Wretches of both sexes . .. that from a natu
gﬁw %.tween 1820 and 1835 and a number of or- | antlp athy to Worklng, have a g reat dlSllke to their Pre
ns were formed. “But’’, says Holman,* ‘‘even - ent employment, and perceiving within a much Strongér
ts at self-help and self-improvement were | inclination to command than ever they felt to obey ’-
-. ;.f’j 1 suspicion, and met with direet and indirect others, think themselves qualified, and wish from their
opposition from many. The views of such found ex- ' hearts ‘to be masters and mistresses of Charity
f ., i-_;f-'i*-f _-er example, through writers in Blackwood’s schools.’ B
./ J.n Whlch it 1s said that mechanies’ institutes | But that on the whole no appreciable 1mprovement
d to form the labouring classes into a dis- was made early in the nineteenth century 1s reveeled .
aff ect ;.ii’ﬁf dungovernable faction; that the only educa- by the report submitted in 1816 by a House of Com-

-f .l" 5 o -'-ll H
e = h

fatf I’ poor people was a rehglous one, which ‘rend- mons committee of investigation. In dealing with the

;Pqé m patlent humble, and moral, and relieves the charity schools it was found that very gross neglect, ¢
h ‘i' AT Eaim 0 ef the1r present lot by, the prospect of a bright misapplication, and often worse faults, were committed =
....111[.?2 2. in the carrying on of the charitable trusts for educa-

' *e- feehools” that fulfilled such aims, and which had tional purposes. When presenting the report of the
nded in that spirit, are characterized as fol- committee to the Commons, Brougham stated ** that

"‘Of the educational value of the instruction there were in London 120,000 children wholly without

e -’T
fs*..

1. Hf,]giese Sunday-schools it will be most charitable means of education.

Thousands of individuals, ignorant of The lot of Brougham and his fellow reformers can- :
~ u Jr t the most meagre learning themselves, and not have been an enviable one. ‘‘Great ill-feeling to-
wards Brougham resulted from this, largely prompted

by class pre;judlces and selfish interests and feare. He
1j_ fellows, were let loose upon all sorts and

* Bcholars. - And nothing is, as a rule, more
'ero often destructive, than uninformed

i ...e I ]
".J.L.I'qt'i,j':": r‘r‘tv!ﬁ_ | garden 7)) ’\‘%%

:;ed zeal may be better than moral @ While in free America as in absolutist Prussia n
C ﬁwthe earller Charity-school teachers, cellent, state-enforced educational system had lqn
' - * Ibid. p. 34.

** Tbid. p. 56.
*** Tbid. p. 56.
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{;9 o1y ocratlc England did not have even the , and one of the factory hands, or his
'r“ .ssuch an institution. That in some quar- ; toacher. The cortie i attendance req ,ﬁzg the
ors t - '; e of things was considered highly unsatis- ; act were usually signed by the schoolkeep : :_j;-f._-j-,_
story, a d that the efforts of Brougham and his " In mining districts those who went to school at all e
frienc Q, sere not totally 150lated, 1s shown by an article as a rule, taught by miners or labourers who ﬁ }_ﬁ.t .
u , 1833, issue of the Quarterly Journal of health or been disabled. Many of the schoalﬂ ww
- “@% The writer proposed that the children be taught by persons who did the work because 0 w
' o read and write, and oiven instruetion in arith- age’; ‘to get a bit of bread’; ‘to keep off the 1:0@ ;,;f, g
et geography, dra,wmg, geometry, musie, religion, : because they were unable to work, or out of e ﬂjﬁ:j ;
rals. m every village there Would be a school ment.?’ ' 1 =
The thoughtlessness which foredoomed the pla.:lt 1 5 |
LS WOt complete lack of understanding of social problems,
11d be compulsory for boys up to fourteen years word, the absence of social consciousness and conselL
...;'=fr fOI‘ girls up to thirteen. Unfortunately, this and ence which have so often been evident in the hlStO‘%s{
" tr UCtW € sugg estions were to remain unheeded | the British commonwealth, could scarcely be better m
for decade med up than in Holman’s words. After a brief. de

tion of the elementary school system in Prussm ol-
d W&S far from ready for such plans as was land Canada Scotland and New England he '.f:-"'.
S J a:e e demonstrated by events. A half—hearte]jl 1’5- X Notw1thsta11d111g all this precept and exa,mple, |
_ f “'”"i’_.,_ﬁ the I'lght direction was made in 1833 with the land had, so far, been content to be Wlthout a national
: '~’ii"’*15ﬁ ‘3 lildren wor ng in factories were to be but one so full of distorted views, unworthy
SLVel elem éntary schooling. Any illusions we may hold party conflict, that it was for a time almost. ag i
8 to 1._ff'j“* pirit back of this law and the possibility of proach than the absence of desire an d_ e-'-?" =
anslati; ;;}i iﬁs provisions into practlca,l‘ a?‘tlon are The nature of thig ¢ awakening’’ is re ?[J’l
N f‘ﬂ A edﬁ"by Hicz) ltmarll:i Wh% Wmtesth e minutes of debates in the House of Uo s@ fm and 1ir
ite need w icient teachers became the more urg- the repor P
1 the Fac M ry Act of 1833 compelled a very large borts submiteeai Parllamenta;]: pdeame b - 0
+J P LSS pointed to study the questions of na f educatic
_,_mf;m 110 be ljl:a.ught but made no promsmln These payiota crushing evidence é of L] S
Is or teachers. To satisfy the act coal- sire :  paol R
ngine f%“‘mf%’% -were turned into schoolrooms ] i ol _ - menb~ Farliamen
_. *j‘ ; S0lve the school problem on 1ts C i V _'_f ‘merits—ing

| ?"%“;_ , . A * Ibid. p, 51.
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phy, was conce aafﬂ d al-

str f the . copy 10 tion in geogra
o fous social problems The century Bible, and instruction 1n g

i«- *l: recognition in the four corners of the most wholly with Palestine.

z About 1830, public feeling over the ex .
in mSh ldeals e e i of elementary education became so strong that It as

SISEAR - F., 3 an_d to lﬂtﬁ@
necessary to pass the Factory Act of 183 e
At Eﬁ begmmng of that century, there was scarcely s sgmblgnce of government suporvisoTENE

a na 2 f '_ i 5
e t*t e JERE e o iho insiruction of the | sulting debates in the House of Commons were 111u ! > a" -

masses. To dispense the charity of education was a e
- 5 o inating. ““On 3rd June, 1834, . . . in the discussion . . 5 e

4 i?_'¥-._; .. :
"h‘ ‘fg 'I.. l.
.'II T ’

' task for the Church and f ' ~
| ;;.f [ .; bez,i memmglﬁl 2 apriul(l);pr;:ﬁil?zgfagzact}gﬁih ﬁ the education given to the poor was declared to be as L
' } o 5 deficient in quality as in quantity, and to consist malnly ;"

- that time as an adjunct to the ruling class, the true na- e
i real ideas,
and aims of charity education are made evident by in the teaching of words which conveyed no re ?

o or such dim and doubtful ones as to be of no real bene-— E

 -' _-'f,s,,a aeane of one such organization, the ‘‘National Socie- =
fit.”” * ‘“‘In June, 1838, Mr. Wyse, the Chairman of

;%g,_a or Promotmg the Education of the Poor in the Prin-
@}lauﬂ Sf of the Hstablished Church’’. It was founded in
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Committees for the Central Soclety of Eduecation, . . .

1811. The object of such teaching was simply to propa- in support of his motion . . . said that of two ,m11110n

;,..g...,rei% h?e fear of God who made the lowly lowly and did children between the ages of seven and fourteen years, ¢

rmm f 'ire a change To 1nstil this spirit into the pupils, in Kingland and Wales, one-half was fully uneducated.

ht use ful e as Bl ntter In England, the proportion of educated children to the,r
whole population was 1 in 14; in New York 1 in 3 s

Of those regarded as reeewmg education, in England -

more than half received it in Sunday- schools, where -

m a book on arithmetic, prepared for the was of the most inadequate and superficial klnd Whll

0] 4 “];le secretary of the Society: ‘The children every country in Kurope except England had its bo rd o

I were sadly given to idolatry, notwithstanding of education, in this country the work of lookin e i
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l and moral circumstances ; such were the lead-

ing characteristics of all schools as shown by inquiries
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lately, made, either in or out of that House, upon the

subjeet. The two schools societies had never had a

regular body of inspectors, and up to that hour no in-
SpPection exis ed on the part of the governmen t, that 1S,
the first of all securities for the proper application of
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f__u__{{,:_{;? that neither a sincere wish to improve
conditions nor the ability to act constructively was pres-
entis to be found in the amateurish nature of the efforts
nade years the sum of £20.000 was admin-

tered by the Treasury through the two schools socie-
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7% 2 £alling into ruins,
the school buildings Weremore bad schools.

bad homes for II
bu‘t : Egee we have a glaring example of

in o-called

eakness and most mischievous element 11 tII.lte tsechnica,l
W(111(3:«,1ti01:1 system, viz. the absence of expe t - e
inowledge in those who constituted the cour .

appeal ..." : from Parliament
Tz that was obtained IT0

s the vote for £30.000 and the constitl :
gjn department—the Committee having been already

constituted by an Order in Council dated April 10,1839.
In the same year that this sum was voted for the educa-
tion of some three millions of children, £70.000 was vot-

ed for building royal stables.”” **
In view of that spirit, it is not surprising that grants

for schools should have been made difficult. An Order
in Council of September 24, 1839, laid down procedure
to this effect, the key article reading as follows :

“f%rt. 4—Before an application for aid shall be en-
tertained, t.he committee will require to be satisfied, by
reference either to the inspectors or to the National or

| ol Society, or, if the school b
In Scotland, to some competent authority there 3
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the trustee Lp been duly secured for the educa-
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children of the poor.

4th. That it is reasonable to expect that the school
T &
All be efficiently and permanently supported.
ﬂw ng, progressive country, the method thus out-
lined could have brought excellent results. In England,
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to le } sducation in the main under a system of private
initiative, charity endownments and the like merely
mea ‘%iﬂfhat the old abuses would remain. The system
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cation. ““The principle of political fears now supple-
ments the principle of religious fears. People seem 10
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have realized the force of Paley’s dictum: ‘To send an
" uneducated child into the world is injurious to the rest

of mankind ; it is little better than to turn out a mad dog

or a wild beast into the streets’.* Yet to provide the
kL :.*flfﬁfiﬁij?;:iﬁfii'ﬂ;

masses with a real opportunity to learn, and to develop
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ideas of their own, would be as dangerous as to leave
n total ignorance. ‘‘Contrast this miserable mo-

tive with-the Prussian principle : It 1s my duty towards

am endowed ; it is my duty towards my neighbour to help
him develop his ; we can best help each other through the
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struction by developing a set of prmclpleS, hcontiey, T
their observance. Even In liberal nineteenth-ce Yy

ition for
England had not yet won recognition I _ t
tenets of educational statecratt! “Th}s continued 1m ‘
rliament to provide a national ren:E'edy for:
f both houses admitted to

bably one of the

29 %k

potence of pa
what every single member o

be a national disgrace and danger, 18 PO . _
most striking features in the whole of its history.

Was it really impotence, or was it not rather unwilling-
ness? ‘‘Initiation was left entirely to localities, and
even if the most neglected distriets did demand help,
they were sent away empty unless they came already
half-filled. Instead of being regarded as the most
profitable national investment for increasing the pro-
ductive capacity of the country, and as a cheap insurance
against many social and political dangers, the grant
seemed rather to be regarded as somewhat of the nature
of a necessary bribe to the ‘lower orders’, an undeserved
benevolence to the poor, and a bulwark of religion ana

morality against the barbarism and erime which un-
doubtedly existed amongst the Very, poor. s /

Lwenty years after the adoption of the Factory Aect,

conditiﬁons were still practically unchanged. Elementary
‘e‘ducathn about 1850 presented the followin .
KEven in the schools alded by
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* Ibid. p. 65,
** Ibid. p. 86.
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f the untrained and untaught 1n

the teachers. As for the pupils, ‘‘Of the - "
£ millions of children who, it was esti- | 5

"t to be at school only slightly more than one .
xlhons were in public schools of any sort— - Education Over The Counter

NGLAND has been called a country of anachronl T
E Amusing instances often mentioned are the rour d .,._;
ruler, still used in many offices because what was go d-
enough for the father is good enough for the son; aﬂd

the quarantme of sm months for dogs and other amma}

,@,"
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nary science has long made superfluous.
Not so harmless anachronisms are the slums a a
most of the schools. Mr. Churchill not long ago saad” “'
m years. Th1s state of thmgs was regarded ZS’; i %Eodfthmg th?ff ermans were doing someth
Eat room for improvement, but compulsion e at the residents of those a --;e

: squalid as ‘
‘not recommended, because the demand for child tl?e samea ihfltr EOTGS; ay have been, should have fe '“,
w easmg, and independence was of more gratitude to the Nazi bombers I doub
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“' educatlon. ... Even in the best schools ., Iﬁmi”’:‘lmy speaking, the need to destroy the mde* -
out o ry, four children left before reaching the af ; : 10 es 1n which hosts of Englishmen still leaﬂ , ife
"‘ @1 therefore with only such a pretence . of dull depression is so crying that the Prime Minister’
vl s to be gained in the lower classes. “ Tip seems excugable.
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education and opportunity for all were given time and
again. But even today for a man from below to ad- symbol.

vance to the knowledge and earnings of those more fa-

vored by birth is still difficult though not wholly 1impossi- Child labor, that fat al cor
n la largelyl respOIlSlble fOI' the lo
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ollary of great poverty, Waﬂﬂ_.:_hj%; :
A% % attendance ﬁgures. r.[.‘he i;j;-; %

4 unhampered by any kind

d, were as bad as they were

said that the truants
‘‘Dame

s da‘nd e Wofﬂld t;lﬁiril 2 ]i}lrm% % schools, privately founded an
alter the depression, 1t was felt that the working classes of generally accepted standar
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g}]:'e; .thelr d;le. While the emergel}cgr 1as}:ed, few, and it cannot therefore be :
renched interests encouraged such beliefs; after missed much. What could they have learned 1n
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S tha detenses they had built proved their schools and private adventure schools, in which no per
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~ solidity. Maybe the direct i r . :
TR Y. y direct impact of the present war, son was too old, poor, ignorant, feeble, sickly, or totally
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~ which comes so much closer to the people in all walks | nfi
P e B e Tuglich Wlaj ’ in)nce the middle unqualified to be thought, by themselves or others, unfit
S for teaching, [and which] had nearly one-half of the

5 .-LS:‘ "‘:Zﬁnpez;eﬁi;?f de;ﬁfg etgrf)iaart}? ZE@;& oosfe tI}'1aoI§(; scholars. The teachers in these schools were dr:awn from

" in power the democratic mask that may hide behind the rar}ks of domestic servants out of_place; discharged

oligarchy. If common suffering, and miserable nights barmalds;_ vendors of toys and lollipops; .keepers of

.~ spent huddled together in subway stations, are not small eatmg-—hoys_es, mangles, and lodging-houses;

.f_}f'?enou_gh to create more durable understanding of needlewomen ; milliners ; consumptive patients in an ad-

for the poor and their rights, no force on earth vanced stage; cripples almost bedridden : intemperates ;
E -';?'i.f- B o hoving the same noble out-of-work persons of various callings; outdoor pau- = =
spirit they proved in the last war are again disap- pers; and persons of seventy or even eighty years of = %
sointed, the ruling classes of England hardly deserve a age. The schools were held in cellars, bedrooms,
‘?" than that which may ultimately overtake kltChem{’ ShOP_S’ workshops, and other wholly unsuitable,'- i
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yhatis needed above everything else is education. The
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ié antiquated system, from Oxford down to the vil-

e 8¢ must be re-shaped in the spirit of demo-
\ey and *:J ;Qromotion of sound knowledge. News-
. 1 “" rep orted that a German bomb had
led the ‘* at Kiton. It may be
ALy tor the forces of a rejuvenated England to * Ihid. p. 154
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e ch_lldren gamed thoroughly was
bound to 13;; ather special nature, not ordinarily
tau ?E“’a As for 1nstruet10n owing to the poli-
tical consid ratlons already mentioned and to the ignor-
ance f”r?  teachers in other fields it was confined in the
nain Bellglous subjects. In the House of Commons
' Mr. Fox pointed out that ““Religious and secular
Instr ctmn were kept distinet in all other schools. Tt
s "a ly when education was given to the poor, when it
jm 0 be administered as a sort of charity, that religion

.‘.'l J&\ﬁ

‘~,_.__j§1110ated-—-—not for the sake of its own benignant

e d The most effective
# wf,@ prevent growth of such dissatisfaction was

*::-

_ a mdered to be teaching Bishop Butler’s philoso-
phy '5*1‘ hundred years before; that God was the God of
thy, and that he looked with disapproval upon

attempts of the poor to overcome the barriers of the
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L such a. tate of mmd no better description is avail-
able tI _;ords of Svend Ranulf, the Danish S0c10-
St.. What he wrote of pre- revolutionary eighteenth-
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entury _ ﬂ ounds as 1f he had been thinking of
! enth-c f«UrHﬁﬁ&} Engla,nd He SpOke ol The pre-
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the sake of the social order, the people must st
in awe by the belief in God as a severe Judge, an d
torments of hell, even though such beliefs are 11*_‘_&‘

to be degrading and unbecoming for intelligent and ' _
tivated men of the upper classes. Here the selﬁsh'# |
tives of the care for the morals of the pec;ple** } fiil.-f‘

obvious. e
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After decades of hesitation and obstruction, Engl nc 108
was finally compelled in 1870 to follow the example 80" ¢a
long given by other civilized countries: to make school
attendance compulsory. The debates in the House GT
Commons again exposed the well-nigh antediluvian con-
ditions from which the 1833 Factory Act had failed ttfr- o
bring relief. W. K. Forster in one debate said, “Thereﬁi
must be a million and a half of children who remaines ",-_:r%i-': .
untouched by the influence of the schools. Those W
went to school were but imperfectly educated ; there Wa
much absolute ignorance; and what might be gov ,'.."“"':;;“ |
schools became bad schools because their pupﬂB *
tended them for only two or three daysin a week, or e nly 7 i
a few weeks in a year. The result of the State I ar‘\'j,q!,_l m

-trﬁi‘

the initiative to volunteers was, that when St _f ;*; ”
had been most wanted, State help had been least given
and where State power should be most felt, it w:
felt at all. N otwithstanding the large sums 0£ 1;_ &
voted by parliament, there was a vast numb; ﬂ
dren badly taught, or utterly untaught, be wuse there
were too few schools, of which too ma_ y .,;.f'i:.?
schools. There was a large number ‘OEE i parents in the
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strong and perfect in their humanity, but mO nak-
ing machines out of which the last penny mu ::-:{ 7

.I-.

squeezed. If they could by any trick or compul o ﬁf‘]ﬁ :
made to hold, and display, sufficient memory ma;tbé ??“?

J‘f_j_a )

mgsé;;‘ @ force 1t was found that there was not school satisfy the inspector, then all was well.* %

w |
'Eri'

u;_ ommodation for more than half of those who ought ‘“So demoralizing and degrading was the money ale
w “1?‘}‘ ﬁza,t school. This is hardly a matter for surprise, tive that children were brought to the examinations *, __

..n',

& Q_&%. the returns were mostly supplied by clergymen throats bandaged and skins peeling from scarlet-fev*eit"‘ i
o “’} nd @i:hers little qualified for the work, and concerned to | Au inspector says that after, as he thought, having CO‘M o
| *3?5 @“W B s hlo state of things.”? ** pleted an examination, a manager came to him, an

o asked ‘If I would examine five children who were Wa.lt- g *%:'

j “:...' .. .‘___ ‘a,_r_ Ti'_q-

. he' lack of efficient organization continued to be the A
3 ;e of English education long after 1870. A system ing in the class-room, as it was unsafe to introduce them

- Pbdl hﬁ :;t{"

; . alf s introduced under which the school inspectors of the E(E(’zhileo fsgggoolfrg)hom a];nii 1 : subsequenily dfoél;d d thej e "*-

R __Ve"r:nment awarded so-called examination premiums ; f A o808 L e Oy e e

"'”}ra d B o dible system of graft and sub- rom anxiety respecting her little boy, who had been

r; uge came into being. ‘‘Whilst, however, the total brought out Of ’]t,uismk—room 1n order to be present a
' ce of proper examination is a bad thing—for ex- tho MpEaH o

B J. Dover Wilson, editor of a monumental survey andr

apologia, The Schools of England, while recogmzmg |

ar tlon rightly used, is a real part of true education
= oxamination as the be-all and end-all of teaching is
?f f T‘l y vicious, and it was this which the new regula. gravity of the situation took a more lenient view.

eught about. Not only was it bad for teaching, Mr. Wilson in his introduction:
but it w as bad for morals. The money motive can never ; It has been said that the British Emplre

_Le :“
H‘?m d exalted one: and where dally bread profes— founded in a fit of absence of mind. The rebulldmg

' "'-_:‘;_ h '_:_'

sional 1 utatlon, and possible wealth—in the case of our educational system in the nineteenth century we
[f *”‘f?f._f‘ﬁ lown as school farming, i.e., allowing the equally unpremeditated. Institutions were estabhﬁ
cacher ]@ ..respon&ble 016 00 5 cortain part or ideals realised as the occasion required, and
e ﬂﬁ@h es, and then to take all the surplus income originator was now some great headmaster o*n
at ‘Eﬂ"‘m e, it was inevitable that by far the ereater | mistress, now a religious community, now a city guild,
]dl{mw‘r A% *be forced into mere money-grubbing. , now an examining body, now a public authorlt;;f{&fh.;

'. 11"[ I"

Children - were no Ionger human beings to be made . central or local, but most often a small group

11&
# ‘E - \ k : .'-f ‘ 1}#5"}-‘?" o

Lo ' J H’J-f ,"h!'-'f(g h;; " * CC ' ' % x * Ibld p 158
id. p. 166. T e R | ** Thid. p. 169.
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spirit of 11f e. An underetandlng of how th y have failed
lVers w“oh of London—who saw a crying need, hoisted solve the most important problem of ‘ﬁh ab

. j_"% ""-nh et 1113 an association, collected the funds, and munity may awaken some doubt as fo the

Iwﬁﬁ‘ﬂ y a8 they genera,lly did, bequeathed to | of such pronouncements. ik

the na r n one more wing in our haphazard scholastic England, with its tremendous resources, a m

“fhﬁu e. It is an untidy way of doing things, a way ceeded at the beginning of the twentieth century b

__ . let vadis g to much waste of energy, a good deal of over- viding satisfactory education for the mase?el;m
1 ﬂg ping, and not a little friction and inefficiency—a way ' countries had an abundance of able, Well-tram _} each-
.- a,v 1rksome to precise and autocratic minds, and very ers; in England, there was a sad lack of such s :5;.;,;},;';
23 111t 'Bent from that in which the systems of France and women. Responsible educators thought the slft 4 1
= rmany took shape. The untidiness reaches its maxi- extremely serious: ‘‘For upon the speedy prowm of

- m naturally enough in a matter like the training of - elementary education depends our industrial pr

: ’~_;'i;-,"*ers, i which all other parts of the system are in ity, and the safe working of our constitutional sy& Y ms.
i ' measure concerned. Listen to Lord Esher’s im- Upon the speedy provision of education depenj“'_if_’;;;_'
comment upon a recent book dealing with this our national power. Civilized communities throug ..

: '7'4'**' -t ‘This volume’, he writes, ‘is brimful of industry the world are massing themselves together eaoh
- and research, but through no fault of its author the Eng-

o ; ﬁ ystem of training teachers remains in great part
mgij te elligible to the ordinary reader. After reading it
twice through I understand the method of tra,mmg
tea 71_1'5 in France, I realise the system in vogue in the

United States of America, but I have not the fogoiest

."",i.}""

- JE-
L r'_,' b T 3'5

how the majority of teachers under our English The sins of the fathers are V131ted on m

--q
-..",‘.‘?
o *-;w" : 5

m are selected and trained.’ Ttisnot difficult, espe- Such sins of omission as those commltted _"r:

- L]
oy ey LR . -"':.
o il 'fﬂﬁﬂ
“A11V

t uly ﬂa fe is head of a university, department for the through neglect, by the ruling classes of . wr "i
training teaohers , t0 sympathise with this exaspera- the field of popular education can scareely b% _
/RIS It is therefore not surprising that even 1 ﬂ

.r...-:-i,,.rf"'

have not infrequently felt that it was visitors are indignant over what they 5&% ﬂé‘T’" the . :'.
rlght to look down, from the pinnacle try’s primary schools. These last few years,

] ) '..‘ L r_'. . L B
. i“.—ﬁ--— -HH- T '% o t Yo il "

ctlon, upon other nations, and to utter ernment has made considerable eﬂort aw mfw

aeted o ﬁ.entemptuous criticism of their way ment. But such endeavors, enoour::. S
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ountin ,_‘?'ﬁéii?gﬂation at home and abroad, have done
more towards 3 throwing llght upon conditions as they
ist, u*ﬁm towards convineing non—Enghsh observersg
the isr- esence of an honest will to eliminate such con-

J.nl'_

at kr ¥ ‘1'-

- The oard of Education in 1937 budgeted 25 per cent
fg,.jj re ffunds for building new and modernizing old
ga#s*%fé ols; the press acknowledged that £200.000—a mil-

~ Iion %ﬂfollars in round figures—would be spent weekly on

_.._u._.,,_..j
v !‘

se é@l construction; a further £1.463.371 was provided

{QE‘

I.--'jr._ ...'_ . E__TI.I.F - !
. n_j_g_u____ £ Q _,.r_: 1] i
F | 3
.—"':-

' , mm n«e last pre-war budget, 1939-40. Conditions being

- ..—.,._'1.
L -.:

- what they are, such appropriations are no more than a
~’#5‘ | -
;; A ;p 1in the bucket.
% Some evidence as to the nature of those conditions is
mtfalned in the Black List of dilapidated schools, pub-
J.. hed in 1924 by the education authorities, and in the
1.7 program of the London Teachers Association *

’ a ch demanded a speed-up in the repair of old and dis-

utable school buildings.

'r

~ Additional evidence is supplied by Hugh Quigley and

.-'-rr""F
I{;aa ay Goldie. Of a suburban area, containing workers’

-—.—.

t@ wel 1lings, private homes, and some fine mansions, and

S nﬁ%
| }qjgj ﬁnot a few important factories nearby, they said in

4. “€As it is, the only council school in the Esher dis-

. iﬂf”{%—* aies from 1859, and it would be impossible to en-
¢ t’he Educatlon Act owing to the fact that no accom-

. J 91 exists to take the children. One school has
o1 ¢ @ﬁted some miles away on the Kingston By-Pass

on _*"i_ ne B i’ the most dangerous and unsuitable sites in

?'iqtr
HH A ﬁ*#
L gﬁ,t.: |

Long dc Jw -a @J-Ghromcla, J' an. 25, 1937.

1¢ ”“ ""}”‘4‘* &ﬁd Isma.v Goldie: Hamng and Slum Clearance in London. London,

THE WHIPPING BLOOK T

In his recent book, Y outh in British

“

Gollan made this statement: ‘‘In the course Qf
dress to the Educational Association’s Conferen
the beginning of 1937, he (Dr. F'. H. Spencer, form@ ly
chief inspector of the London County, Council) said t‘h :
only about four per cent of our elementary schools were ,
fit for the education of the children of a civilised peop’le. %fafg}--,;’-‘ ,-

e

Many local authorities had not built a single new schoo :%

for a generation. According to the Daily Herald for
é "’-i e 1,;

January 8th, 1937 : . o ﬁ

. B N
F ¥ L&l il
L | W, II:’F‘
‘I. X ;.,1' T

‘Here are some of his 1 1mpressmns gained during re-— £ .5%

u-l"

cent visits: - a i
‘Cathedral City. All school premises are deplora,bly ,,t,,u

h

bad, dating from 1860 to 1880. No decent playgrounds -g: &

1 .". |

Space desperately limited. (A %;_. |

‘Large Manufacturing Town. Schools mtolerably o ;
handicapped. Badly lighted, badly equipped. Chﬂdren '
too cold to be educated, sitting at antiquated desks i in

rigid rows.

‘Rural Area. Of the 20 schools inspeected, 15 ought to
be blown up. Ten had no internal supply of water for
washing. Only one had hot water. No halls for physmalé
training. Playgrounds smaller than in towns. Built mr Sl
Pseudo-Gothic style, with the base of the Wmdo
usually high above the children’s heads. o

‘London Suburb Twelve schools . one ra’cher g 5%@1

%

. 1
..-.,‘: '

el f R

L X - -
R J'_.:l" H‘i s -
5 . i Jl_.f . |

-‘ill N .:,rt e ll. :

'i

# *’.-1_' _,\,.‘,:—
iuh"

and samtary arrangements’ 20

¥ Gollancz, London, 1937.
** John Gollan: Youth in British Industry. London, 1937, p. 203




drives, and even canary and rabbit shows’. mean;
A of course, that the school caretakers have adequa
The “} a nness of the Government in providing for ' time to get the schoolrooms aired and clea«,ne_-ﬂ 2|

'1'
Ay L .. ¥ »
. = -* P | q‘

'm;g;mwr alOll of the nation’s children affects all teach. standard of cleanliness in some areas is amaz J"w

g

%ﬂ 1 apping their work by the size of the classes, In the Rhondda Valley at the recent electlons I a’E ‘ i
m ﬂmtablhty of many of the buildings and the lack absolutely

' L Vismn for the comfort of teachers and children shocked at the disgusting state of the ﬂOOI'S: R

B looked as if they, had not seen a scrubbing bru

1’5? of the school buildings, particularly in rural Rt
g:' ta suts are old and unsmtable and there are still over vears: —eachors Have school < AN

1000 el o s offcil back st s s vy, s o el e 1 e vk Ot B
.F ffor use———and 11; has been estimated that four-fifths of condifion o iR tfw I d v Bt T
& o our r schools need to be rebuilt or reconditioned. An of- e o5 98¢ ol w%“- 4

i 'f] of the NU.T. (Nat: : dren. She found that the allowance was one clean to* *‘*'__
Clal A (National Union of Teachers) states per 100 children per week !’? * e R
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el s Dealing with a specific case which may or may n@: 2 b ‘:z
quicker in renovating typical, Ellen Wilkinson, Member of Parliament foai.-é he.
'_'*-llsted schools, and if a new survey were made ship- bmldmg center of Jarrow, wrote recently o i
f_ w oment instead of the black-list being less, ow- ditions in that city’s schools. Said Miss Wll]ﬂnsa i
ing to rer ovatlon it would be greater than ever before *“The elementary school buildings are out of ¢ af’“
some are 1nsanitary. They were all built in the ; # |
Jarrow’s prosperity at the end of the last ce.ltu P
eral of them have not yet got electric light, w’ ck
modern developments, like school films, i "f
many the class rooms are simply partltlonei 1b é‘u g
what used to be a large hall. The merey is thas t ﬂ

T  p=
= - - i
)
e

_ Just retired after 45 years’ service

;;5;':_ 00l in a rural areg Writes :

'.ITJ
-:-a"h--i-.r } *ﬂ

partitioned at all. The sanitary and washing arrange-
ments are primitive, the playgrounds he ﬂaﬁgq ;5
other buildings, for most of the schoolﬁ ai‘ e In {
crowded part of the town. - Only one schoo. | g

.-5: ?"__,‘__ ﬂ ?,1.-_:

SSTOOmS. 13 ﬁrst the main room was heated by two
1 grates (ov t { of the Ark), and then two stoves were
ut in to w : ﬁhem If you were near the fire you
O lFoon .‘x-!‘..:'*‘ S b i
fﬂt the room generally was ice-cold. ing field of its own. There are prop osals m_,

p ,‘!@ gmplams that her school was used new schools on the new estates, andfa-f’ e oW Bonbne
ar;nm meetmgs of every kind, whist o on, 1987, p. 65
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n: heir children, will still be in these
t ry conditions unless help is quickly glven.
‘he Board o Education will not pay more than 20 per
ent towards the cost of renovating old schools. Tt is
mpossible for Jarrow to raise the 80 per cent or the
amount needed for new schools;; so the children w ‘
tinue to suffer.
P "a:more general plane, George Lansbury, the fam-
-* litician, stated what was necessary. ‘‘But in the

gland one of the most import-
down about two-thirds of the
- existing Some of them are so unfit for their
. Purpose as to be material for the Inspector of Nuis-
. They are dark, heavy buildings, with narrow
~ windows which look like imitation Victorian churches.

preparations for a new En
AL thmgs will be to pull
- existing schools.
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cause 1s the unsatisfactory character of our na:

» L

system of elementary education, whick 1
fOI the exi_stence of a bOdy of men Wh@ ;wjj withou
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the power of doing the roughest work well, and are in
capable of keeping steadily to any, kind of labor, being

1 1 Sy I,_ . : ._..'._.'
wholly deficient in perseverance, ambition, initiative

I
"-'hlll"l_

and thinking power. A few boys leave school hardly able

e iy
Y . L
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to read and write, many without having had their pow-

i g
——
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ers of thought developed in the least, and without any

kind of technical knowledge of the simplest description
which could be of use to them in any trade. Most of
R AT R
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aroused in them a wholesome ambition and a pow

our boys leave the primary schools without havir
anticipation of their probable future wants (which

L
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e

e -

-
?
L

!
-

should be taught by, stimulating the imagination), and
without any knowledge of the nature of the employ-
ments open to them in different trades.””* 8
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Hinlightened egoism, had it been present, wou
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kept England’s ruling class from allowing such condi-
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tions to develop; for they have sapped the stren
the country. It is to be hoped that social upheavals

RT B ooy G
:r"—l.....: vy i
i - "A.. -..'.F‘ C

-rw-'!r
1
i "

o

brought about by the present war will @,_m
mental improvements in education, for without sufficient
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instruction and well-being of the masses a ¢
dustrial nation cannot in the long run @
If England is to live, short-sighted class e U
die. What must be eliminated is not only q_ 1cational
setup which in some respects is tantamount to the en
couragement of illiteracy, but a distribution of t

tional income which, instead of strengtheni
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parin el for an active life, weakens them
lt provision of food and heads them
' f misery.

Of such cc ‘fladltlons evidence was given in a short arti-
_ ndon Daily Herald for January 5, 1926, Un-
jtwl ““Million Unfit Children”’, the paper
, 3 9{? ess than 1,000,000 children at scho ol are so
f’"*'! _55{ and mentally defective as not to be capable
of deriv {g reasonable benefit from education, ‘declared
11ll, vice-chairman of the Council of the British
\ssociation, speaking in London last night on the phy-
al "' ‘ t1011 of the people.’’ . More recent proof was
n the New Leader of December 3, 1937. Ac-
thls journal, a report of the school authori-
ﬁ n late in that year stated that the prOportlon
of r"’?if gf&d children in Merthyr was 130 in 1000, in
9 172, in Pontypridd 210. In Pontypridd, it was

;I. ;E m ﬁve boys or girls of school age did not have

t-'
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: en L V- : tatorla used to say to her children that the
,; j,_t qualities of a gentleman were kindness
towards éveryone. That precept has

. N L r
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provement was possible, since the;r:e w,efml ways e
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Y T
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qqqqqq

England’s nmeteenth century 1deals of democ
progress, generous opportunity to obtain a mo - con
plete education would await those few from a 'f y 1]

But even in this respect rich England fa,ll .*',';:;,r
of a gentleman, that ideal of a cultured, well-brec __
well-connected individual, was not, and co Dmh t
made, available to those who in the view of the chose
few were eternally doomed to bear, from the cra dl
grave, the stigmata of poverty and social .f;:‘_iﬂi_ ty.
While this spirit has lost some of its app arx; tv.
and is no longer discussed so openly, it nevertheless ¢on
tinues to govern the better-class Englisk

toward any attempt at throwmg hlS h

say, the efforts in favor of slum clea';i' ms cos. f .Ii-?'_57:- real i1

-up*"i-.r-

._,'

resistance to break the sp1r1t 0 f ’ f ded reformer
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? r classes

g e ;a,:, - gained entrance for their sons to Eton, Harrow,
F 0 -%;; ~Inchester and the other schools which were the holy
E s0, #hohes of aristocracy, gave birth to the word ‘snob’.
In ;%hese boarding schools, which long held a monopoly

. %5 n econdary education, pupils Who did not belong to the

s
":

snob —swme mobilitate. The other boys pro-
ced it snob, and the term quickly became the gener-
al *tw: ecepted eplthet for social climbers and, more uni-

Trsa :z_;;, for people who try to appear more than they
,_h wGOHdltIOIlS In these schools, Edward C. Mack

. J-;I 4
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i
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write j_ ““As we have seen, there were many from the
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Tistoc -Snobbery probably increased among the
1n direet proportion to the danger to their

1 he influx of the new rich. These new
‘ * ere accepted, were probably the most

‘dward C. Mack: ._ up-. lie Schools and British Opinion, 1780-1860. London, 1939.

o

» |l.l h_‘!'

’“at to orderly primary schooling: the op-
e ruling classes and, henceforth, of the

o "and’ ““Publie’’ Schools, originally a preserve
| f’;;?;frlstocracy, fought a bitter fight to keep the sons
e i ot he newly-rich from their doors: s having lost that bat-
. f"iey opposed the admission of poor boys from the

Jp phase of that fight, which ended when the
& 71 @h mdustrlahsts merchants and shipowners of a new

- p————-

soclal contempt 4

The appalling degree to Whlch thls onceit
grew towards the few boys f rom the le asses W

the game of football as being at all gentlei ‘afte
all, the Yorkshire common people play it.””*
Such an attitude shows with sufficient e
treatment a boy from the under-privileged clas
have to expect from his schoolmates. Two un
scholars have reported their experiences:
Trollope’s comments, written long afterwarﬂx it
reflected a good deal of early nineteenth-centr a“"‘%“h‘: fe '_"
ing. ‘The indignities I endured are not to be d S f*w be

As I look back it seems to me that all hands WE{?
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allowed to join in no play. Nor did I Iearn ﬂﬂsf
for I was taught nothlng ’ Thomas is eve

plicit. ‘What a paria I was among these fﬂ
Mark’s and other pupil rooms! For I aja
boy”’, ‘““village boy’’ would have been a m re correc
demgnatmn one of the very few who, by the
the founder’s will, had any right to be th _T all: a

was in consequence an object of scorn and contun
on the P art of the P aymg pup]_ls 515

much bitterness among. the smif ed and =
boys of the lower class.’”’ e

* 1bid. p. 86. .
** Ibid. p. 134.



T -'.:ﬂl eti g oﬁt ¢“‘scorn and contumely’’ to the
i tr -places, the fa,thers took a more ration-
o “There were dlehards

3
= -

"cessmn B 0 Allow those below
m si @ﬂal classes into the Public Schools. These

Aok ;:-q;sir:'":--:' ¥, 5

are not ‘the ¢ doctrines from which, in our youth, Public
Scnools derived their vigour’. ‘Wh}"' should we bring
o { Gontact and ‘unnecessary colllslon those be-

' "‘. - .mwiﬂj!uvh":'t"ﬁ'}:}' "l#“ A -3 " B - - :‘ - b .

5{‘_j?’f?-—?f?*?él;éf? ,@ ;__'ey cease to be schoolboys’, a gulf created by
e ‘wise pohcy of civilization’.”’*

*ﬁhe beneficiaries of this ‘wise policy of civiliza-
t the influence of a possibly more modern-mind-
| He fe of Commons upon the fate of secondary edu-
) be a danger, and opp osed Government inter-
' ) by fevery means, 1s in keeping with such utter-

; ~ ““To the upper classes the independence of the
& ools from the Government was the most
', all their features. Even those of the rulmg
classe E.,a 111 the thirties, ceased to be thorough-going
1servat; S, "’Were not Wlllmg to sanction Government
nce. Pubhc ‘Schools have responslblhty to
ar h I than that of public opinion’. They
] ;f reformmg *? ** The tribunal to which
~ublic iScl IB were responmble was that of class
¥ f.:; that there was no ground to fear
Oreec ij. a @es of the English caste spirit be
i ﬂe‘form Exaggerated respect for
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inherited wealth has up to thls da,y ke {
riers nearly intact, and the Public School
as in the past are the ideal 3pr1ng’boa;r&£" ”‘"‘ " a ]
career, continue to be well-nigh maceesﬁibiﬁ’ @ ;:j:-a i‘_
the sons of the rich. The tradltlona,l lack D“:E"’ un-
derstanding which is characteristic of El
ty was soon copied by the new money arlstoc Yy
came into bemg about the end of the elghteen’s sﬁ
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lish education between 1750 and 1840 was the
the Government of the country, once the prov. _A,,
skilled bureaucracy, had become the private pr&;‘e i “*"5{
the landed class. Birth and bribery, not brain, no v o
the entry to political, official, and professmnal B
then bother too much about education? For Wh n*ﬂ  th
was no climbing to be done, what was the 118% m a l
der? ... As for the chhdren of ‘the labouring ﬂ‘:@f* ' at
this period, if a charity school or a dame sch@ D: 3‘:%:*..';5_'..7;
ed to be found in their neighbourhood théz?fi} nigh
sider themselves fortunate.’’ e
Kiven in our day the ambition of an E “”
send his boy to Public School, for he know s that none
but the schools of the rich can promdj" child wit]
reasonable expectation of a successful c r. As
concession to modern ideas, Eﬁgla, n SH 1;;"; “been com
pelled to organize, with a good deal of %
insufficient numbers, secondary s se &;I s fo:
of the less privileged ; but these e
far been unable to break the : E‘EMJE - of the
Schools. According to an aj: icl 511 n the London
* The Schools of England. p. 10. 7.
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l Supplement of May 6, 1939, Public School
attendance in the ten-year period 1929-1938 showed the
development The lowest group, with fees for

:;;f ard and tuition totalling no more than £130 per year,

sterd an increase of 8 per cent in the number of

' % Schools in the medium group, fees up to £185,
wm?m the exception of Wellington, Sherborne, Felsted,

| ’ ’s School, Holt, and King’s School, Canter-
: a ﬁ_-.f.;--j, showed a declme of 11 per cent. Schools in the top
- group, Radley, (£185), Uppingham (186), Leighton Park

9), Stowe (189), Rugby (201), Winchester (210),
. ”el Eton (245) remained unchanged, while Harrow

.' # ) showed a loss. The T'imes seeks the explanation
ﬁ;‘%’ g’T this development in the plutocratic standards of

nglish education ; the advance shown by the least ex-

w ‘enswe schools 1n sp1te of lower birth rates cannot be

nderstood on other grounds; stability in the top group
o ‘1e expensive and exclusive schools is because only the

ﬁ,&, ct few gam access.

London ! 1lton, who was then heading
r-‘_e S l1beral summer echool explained that it
] g@ i. a lore than natural that an Eton boy would make

tt: eneral or bishop or judge or minister than s
E acl{ney village school. If he did not it was

1.g1 for to every pound spent at Eton 21,
el U“;,a t on the education of the Hackney boy.
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That one boy was born to rich parentsﬁ n el‘”"" N

poor could not be avoided, and Profeesef_ 3 *“u#hr
that it did not matter nearly as much as another ques
tion, whether a workingman’s son was ab‘le- u '1

‘r!ﬁ-* 3

his knowledge and ability the same recognz- ion, -‘2«’-.”{ 1';7;5;;;_;
same place in society, that a rich man’s child Gé\ﬁ ﬂ;’
denied that such opportunity existed, although nn __
able children from the working classes had su JE‘:E;; T
ability to go far. But to go far a good start ',, ; '

l_
quired ; a man had to come from the right school ar ml

.a".','.""

ey
1t¥..
e

L |

wear the right school tie. There was no point in m mei ng

'-—--H"'_'

fun of the old school tle he felt, since 11; took 11:e e«a TEE

having attended one of the top group. Of 156 Ju ‘
122 came from Public School, 75 from a m&;

152 of 210 high officials earning more than"£100. W

Public School ties, 70 of a pattern aceeptable in an: w ef*
pany. Of 82 d1rect0rs of the Big Five (Englandj’ am
ing banks), 62 attended Public School. Of th:'.'

"H'; . *

net Ministers then in office, 20 went to Publil wp
15 to highly exclusive ones; 17 attended University, 13

K 8 %3 ] ™
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of them Oxford or Cambridge. A Cablle‘t,é_f?- e
said, was in a way a Public School reunlenw
made a remark about every soldier carrying ¢ shal’s
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baton in his knapsack. The same could 1 be ‘

F

spect to England but Wlth the addltljf*;,; e
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also went to the Marshal’s schoel p yed fo ? Wit
the Mar shal, and joined the Mar. An oun




han a ton of baton. The best jobs, ac-
wel‘e marked Reserved for the SOons of
;.,H;-T-;; [ ghtY Hilton concluded that in England
, vas but little opportunity for social advancement,
d t ‘F unless the entire educational setup was chang..
l ,fe*'would never be. Public School attendance
voul nhave to become immaterial, actual knowledge be-
w:‘-jw;;ﬁs criterion. Public Schools were everything

ffi‘ ;:".-.

J‘I‘ N

& but T__;;‘"“'bhe and were not even under public control. The
i _‘-‘;i;;";';ay out was to make a law forcing each Public
~ Sch ‘OI to recruit half its pupils from the elementary
£ ﬁ;wﬁm , by ability only, and to have terms that the par-
e nr.; e«-'could bear.

,_.jf_';ofessor Hilton’s speech is merely another illustra-

0 of the fact that what counts in England is not so
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. L & 2 &
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ablhty as the school tie. Unless that tie is the
' e a “‘gentleman.’’

e b e purpose in creating the Secondary Schools was
iaf n ewde the less privileged classes with some sort of
-ﬂ}f titute for the Public Schools which were not open to
e Bene That these schools would open up the road
for the talented, placing them on a par with
cublic S boys, was not even expected. But that,
leped large numbers of able boys from the
: eeee could not even gain access to them came
L ﬁflﬁappolntment Kenneth Lindsay arrived
at the Lr:_? gr '“l g g GOHCIHSIOHS *
creasmgly clear in the course of
gV - tever the percentage of elementary

- }
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at Bradford, for secondary eehoole .ﬂfﬁ, ;;3 11 anothe:
barrier which 1s perhaps the most serw.; of all. I
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Shaftesbury said over fifty years ago, ‘The extent to
Whlch persons 1n London depended 011 1? abour of

Ol

““It was dicovered in 1908 that out of 469 ea b0ls on
the grant list in the country, the average length o1

life was under three years in no less than 40 3
gave two main reasons for this: a

1. Poverty, or domestic misfortune.

r 4

2. Indifference or ignorance of pa,rents Aa

of pupils ‘capable of profiting’ by secondary ed
differ, the percentage actually enterlng ee

schools 1s, for the country as a whole, far b .

est of them. The shortage of secondary echo‘
one serious obstaele, which, incidentally, ceﬁé’nﬁ jue
the great increase in the demand for secon 1de m y, edt

tion, has had the effect of converting the ed;‘-x w[.ﬂ_ ) ex

ammatlon from What 1t was 1ntended te % and what

parents, which prevents them fI‘OBi"} ol
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U fum esented . . . of the number of child- | '
ff ming free-places, are obliged to re- According to Mr. Lindsay conditions are s gm
{ to POV@TtY: tell, indeed, a story which | other areas such as Middlesex and B1rm1ngha m. n' L
2 iersons o contemplate without grave | As we have seen, even the schools which Weregi
: surrogate for the real thing are not sufflclentlj*_;:__ . : .'
able for children from the lower classes, only a
tion of these boys and girls getting the chance ﬁ@' de

4;5,_ sy ©

“Tve: w;fvm fees have been abolished altogether, ang
here ’m a:r:y education is free, the number of
ere Secon re-

fusals of éiplaees exceeds the number of acceptances velop their mental powers. Poverty of the paren F‘ M v

Sy .a;w_,m es fr S Bradford testify. This is all +h e’ all too many cases excludes their children from aeco 9

e f:"ﬁaﬁn among the refusals are 50 per cont ary education. W. Fraser Mitchell, Lecturer in Edu a
b tion at the University of Reading (England), wrote re-

OO on the list, and—a statement wh
' MU 18 cently:* ¢‘Itis the fact that children of high ability a, e

f fanchester—a number of the abler children ot
horter course at the central school to the still in large numbers excluded from the academie ty pe

11 tf~“.- ,-::"h;'-,. Jd' a ;- - é:ﬁm " 2
school course. Thirdly, the Director of of Secondary School, while many less bright chlldil;: m[_j 3
;:;ﬁf Manchester informs us that, even were

attend these schools simply as a consequence Of th '

63?15 free, 60 per cent of the chlldren would
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criticism’’. 3
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Lindsay complained that ‘‘No one can say how w
trouble, delinquency, blind-alley work, huma,n w

-'. ﬂ-.--

.

justment and human waste could be saved b};' ﬂ'e“w
more money, and spending it more wisely, e‘l : hose
members of the nation under 18 years of age.
dealing with imponderables, not with a profit a}
account. But vast fields of labour are at otme;%
ne up when we recognize that the capacities, qu liti ;Eg
B bli .‘Qlementary . W oo i desires of the individual are the most preelou;si e s
)1y led 3&‘9 7 &11181 011 tha Do oo : tumbhng— | | materlals and that b}" gmdance and du.e ca;
‘_'-ﬂ':;%-_;z,;- | rect those capacities, qualities and des res into some
o5 | channels rather than others, to the be %}@{c e
CRTMGOd: 1% 0N g

l:.l

o age of free-places to fee-payers has
e IAH alternative, however, in the
e @ schools has been provided, and

Ghﬂdren are drafted into these

M,ﬂ{ m} “’;5";'1_1 . 8 * Social Progress and Educa.twnal Waste. p. 29.
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LU | W dencies in English Education.” I'n.te




e l m@ d aware of England’s greatest weak-
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' hen _:**w. bricluded that ¢‘Sheer poverty and bad

r..-l "HL

o a veemg the twin opponents of educational

1-1'1-*1--

- e’re must go hand-in-hand with greater ac-
mw,n} _a more profound and sympathetic civic

: "‘i‘h
P , #}p :ll

-ﬂl
x‘:,

- i’rrcular Weakness, the pupil-teacher system, ad-—

R e f?h -.ﬁI !

’e ilf wisely administered, but here adopted be-
the lack of trained teachers and not entirely

“But if we are to attach any value to the ideas
great writers on education, then the notion of
ulﬁi educating children is altogether monstrous

and J j' :?f-:evous. That they can teach each other certain

NN

??*'E; *wclce and hand does not require a Lancaster

-"‘ll.

11 to 0 ) tell us, but that they can in any sense guide
and __**’%f ﬁthe development of the mind and body is,
e of it, an absurd suggestion. As well set
1d "i hy.sw each other, for the fallacy is about

R o
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n al w i | a notion that one who has taken a pill
‘éijj_- _i_ ysician. The system was a thoroughly

1

| w’n_l, *é clung, with disastrous effects, to our

- ”f'?, *’e‘i,‘;resent LRy * ¥
fin a m va 101 that such a method was definitely
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@T"f te lmmedlate elimination. ‘‘ The
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pupil-teacher sys
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tem was also regarded as ﬁtﬁfaw : |
’ trial, and 1t was cont n aﬁrﬂ
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fifteen vears
tory, atter Z ]-school course. . A

as a supplement to the normd - teao]n ”i? -
recognized that 1t produced only routin fad ; !
nt by perpetuating

e
arrested the progress of 1mprovein 2
the methods, whether good, bad, or indifferent, Lﬁ
in a certain school. But England ig the country 1n W aa -

?.*l '-u.. .
7 P S H 2

L SO,
e :f‘lJ‘

Carlyle said in his ¢ Latter-Day. Pamphlets” that the;lf'g ,,f

!‘

silly verse, their College logic and their incoherent lan-

N *'p ‘;' . - I.
# 'l\-":t -..": ‘-i-l 1 .
l- iy 4 L :

ouage, which was neither Emglish nor Germanic b

Greck and Latin, would scarcely turn out leaders, a m,
that the country did not need words but manly W‘lsdo “f‘f;h. _
and virtue. ‘“What a strange ignoring 1s here,’’ o ?5
that had been written and done concerning educaf j@ 8
and instruection, as well of what was being done 111 érr

the argument that it is of the nature of the Enghsf*f ra-

nius to thus hammer out sueccess from its fallurev *e.%l@ 3
to self-satisfied ignorance concerning other pe ':j."
knowledge—1is used at the present time to excus m '

to justify, the many and mischievous anomal ;-@ W
still exist in our so-called national educatle a e,
however, it may be satisf actoryr to our naf ‘*“" sel
complacency to reflect that, in splte ; , we have
‘managed to effect something th at 18 | 200d, it would pe

* Ibid. p. 109, R e
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re éhtable to our sanity if we had done

@E? has proved so disastrously wrong.’’*

ems to have been particularly annoyed be-

" .' " "H‘J m ﬁ education could not measure up to that

of Ger: Lquﬁ‘a 7. ‘‘Exactly; so our manufacturers have re-
mg}af fettored by any scientific system in their fac-
I?";fi.hllo thelr German rivals have la,boratorles and

A -I {i‘l

nd :‘*r‘ thereby outstripping us in the world’s race for

n his book Public Schools and the Public Needs,***
' G. Ooulton complained that teachers at the Public
13 were totally ignorant of matters which were
'onest ]mowledge abroad, and that the teaching of
vﬂ languages in these exclusive institutions was in
arly bad shape. He said that it was almost im-
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| Sltwell recently published a bitter satire on
¥ glated system and its methods. In an article en-
end the Public Schools to Bermany >’ **** he

- ;Jéa s private war aim the forcible deportation
of the F ui’gﬁ i ﬂSChOOlS to Germany. Only England’s Pub-
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lic Schools could save Germany fm , and the
world from Germany. Every normal bo # Lo

of tyranny, and the Public Schools were 1 an :
better kind of concentration camp. They W d

fore be in the nature of a serum against the _c;.: E\%}?

--.-|. oy L _‘-__:__.-.'-‘ 1

tion camp spirit. Sitwell was sure that a man H
suffered all its horrors—the food, the thrashing os
pulsory attendance at church, and the jokes of t:h
ters—would later defend his freedom to the la& _
boring the boys, the teachers awaken in them a hea *__

horror of mental effort and distaste of modern scl NGBk

Lazy men, i.e., Public School alumni, never do m zﬂ

harm. No 1a,zy man invented dynamite, incendi / _
bombs or death-rays. All the damage is done by ao“ e
men with active minds. If only Hitler and Goebbels .
been through a good English Public School, life wou o '
be much better today, for the Germans as well as _f_'ft

. Therefore, the Public Schools WOlﬂd__ff "“ i

to be transferred to Germany, so that the next gene lers "a '

'lI-- - P
-#'

T_'i

tion may develop a predilection for dead laagg S, '
and dead ideas instead of live ones. The boys - W e,uﬂ

learn to prefer Caesar’s wars to those of Fredeli'*’"__ff" e

Great and Bismarck, and to prefer football t to every
other occupation. A classical education on iau; h’r‘f.n '
lish model would lead them unconsciously to t M;ff}'ﬂ
part of the Romans against the barbarl:a ‘ff“*%ﬁ 3 By
Belgians and Britons, and to become 1 10__ irtisans li
zation. If Europe were to live, Gerr '
yield, and that was best achieved by mglish Publi
School system fs




B s adnc f which Mr. Sitwell com-
“.ﬂhh;{g sen shaped by the insular spirit of Eng-
| U hw clags. Primitively, egoistically, that caste
e od | nj?_i;ne progress, and made persistent effort
_i j Lf})“ ‘r-class competition before it was born. That
', mbf this spirit should have made itself felt also
) the r‘{' ucation of the chosen few 1s scarcely surprising.

Vet ;&ﬂ? L narrowness and lack of real interest can only
e mlt to disaster. A country will find it difficult to man-
; ag Tffa‘%ﬁa,lrs if ““The average John Bull, whether mid-

%w@ﬂ s or aristocrat, hardly cares whether a boy learns

an v?? y I g at a Publie School or not.”’”

&w

, E_@a e questlon may well be asked if this singular indif-
f fa ce to educational matters may not have other roots

'-|.

-f}ﬁ?ﬁ}]' f"he capltahst outlook of the country’s ruling class.

T _ “1 *'rr?"'hl

How is ;Lt possible that a whole nation should have toler-

'I

tec | ?Ee p:lany generations a system under which the
@wm tew proclaimed ignorance as the foremost prin-
C: ’____;w of éducatlon and indifference as the maxim of edu-

e w pllcy‘.? How is it possible that no storm of pro-

0 vindicate the people’s right to knowledge?

f? reéﬂ‘if se.r these questions it is necessary to cast a
utw a s ce E‘iam teatures of the En olish character. John
! ;ughts may throw some light on the problem.
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i r J.; :f:; r %e have desplsed literature. What do we,

man spends lavishly on his 11bra,ry, You 11 him mad

a bibliomaniac. But you never call a;ny ﬁgga J
maniac, though men ruin themselves every .,m 1:{-;;;,

'I

horses, and you do not hear of people rummg h _qumf I
by their books. Or, to go lower still, how mu@ "-'f’jiw y

think the contents of the book-shelves of theh Emh .ms
Kingdom, public and prwate would fetch, as co aﬁ ared
with the contents of its wine-cellars? Wth af«* tion:

;f
would its expenditure on literature take as com ared

I.I"i-. ":"\ .:r . :

with its expenditure on luxurious eating? e & _

‘“1 say we have despised science ... We are g tff- 'i,-. -
enough, indeed, to make our profit of science; we s ﬁi‘i)‘_?;*
up anything in the way of a scientific bone that has n %&"hh
on 1t, eagerly enough ; but if the scientific man comes ...'
a bone or a crust to us, that is another story. Whath ? b
we publicly done for science? We are obliged to:
what o’clock it is, for the safety of our ships, and t
fore we pay for an Observatory ; and we. allow oursel 8
in the person of our Parliament, to be annually "*

mented into doing somethmg, 1n a slovenly way, fo; - :,,;jata; -
British Museum.. .. ?’% g |

Gustaf F. Steffen, well-known Swedish econo‘é
politician, has said: ‘‘The average Enghs”..‘;:‘"’ e
most totally lacking in mental and esthetie i m s 1 N
nore so probably than any other European. & shoves
on the other hand, remarkable Spirit of e:lfl’é?é- 5
it comes to de almg on a grand scale a-
R
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tenacity of character required to ens m ce

* John Ruskin: Sesame and Lilies.
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Robert 53 iam ult who prefers life in the United States
to nativ m@@ wgland, wrote:** Emngland, whose most
minent gai i 11 aT contribution has been her share in sci-
entific advance, 18 in its general culture the most un-
'f a ff'ﬁtrles A wide range of ignorance is in-
as E‘ ol ‘the mark of perfect English education as
L Prige ”F"ﬁ*% @qualntance with scholarly tradition. Cul-
lishmen pride themselves upon their i oNoT-
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pride ;@f 1gnora,nce, the synthesis of insular
*:r fai@ msuﬁclent education, has made the
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AV rage ﬁmE‘ iman singularly blind to foreign people
ons. ‘A deep study of human values,
T aﬂ} 1 aracterlstlcs of strangers or the gen-
__ b m a,i[llty, 18 foreign to the En olish way
111 18 T B H Aall, the Scandivanian
e ‘f-*éne can cloa,k himself in icier in-
e toy s h elghbor than an Englishman.
erest £ :{5- mind in general, nor for its

_____
- ! "U‘H_: w
N “
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gpecial expressions in other countries.

¢« But everywhere he goes and Whomsoever he ﬁj‘ ¢
an Engllshman never forgets his deep contempt ¢ %

eigners’. In a country an Englishman honors Wi S
visit, its citizens are ‘foreigners’, and he is ‘at E’ m q_
When an Englishman married to a Norwegian glrl,w %m;u e
had expressed his disdain of the ‘foreigners’, mea haﬁi
us, was told that in reality he was the foreigner, he a an-

swered, ‘An Englishman is nowhere a foreigner.’ T':’,f_":: i
to his strong self-reliance and his contempt for othe:?f;?f
an Englishman is ignorant beyond all limits.”” o i

Such comments, whether violent like that of norma,lzz_:; _1
dispassionate, intellectual Aall, or matter-of-fact like
that of Briffault, all have one thing in common: The:;f'f?;f
stress as the most striking feature in the English na—*_«»“"
tional character that self-satisfied complacency which

;i) :,....

1s resented by everybody, and envied by none. There is #h,;--__- '

> 1

no doubt that there are events 1n England’ hlstof;;?fj?‘“-

rest on its laurels erects thereby Well-mgh ms:-:._ .
able barriers to progress; it becomes st
remains ignorant. It is of little praectical 1mpo’1=‘f nce
whether, originally, ignorance was caused b _______
placency, or complacency by i lgnorance, or 1
grew from deeper roots. What is of car'i..*é-z_“';;f'j"f-__

- ance 18 that so long as complacency contmu‘ea

lish souls are not shaken by searchlng di e”"
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of change. Were they not unconsciously taking certain
situation for granted, and feeling
aid the full price of liberty ? Closer
reveal that English liberty was a
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- ge f&effi‘:%idg 1;11113 celebrated French author and

Lo extraordinary. It
i , and he i particularly hostile when
8011831011 of principles, upsetting his

- len he is foreced into a corner, he con-
% Lw ;¢_1’a»1f~exp1anat10ns, Or some snap judg-
ihlm an excuse to think no more
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about it. Perhaps this explains why these p@ D. }, who
live s0 lelsurely, in comparison with others, a;lwa}_ "’
the 1mpressmn of charming repose. Their tradit al
calm is so soothing to the nerves that, with little e , A -
one could imagine that time itself had ceased to %‘fj;

Such an atmosphere is fatal: ¢Wake up, John BulI!’ e
«Thig lack of realism—this vague, indolent metho a
of setting aside realities—deceives the people as to th :
respective merits of other nations. The chosen few are u.ﬂ i
well informed, no doubt, but the average Enghshman £
stays at home in his island, and even when he travels, .
he regards the Continent with all the condescension of
a colonial towards a native. He cannot believe that '_
Kurope has been modernised, that her hotels have pro'--%- SR
portionately more bathrooms and running water than
have his own, or that her dangerous competition ariSGS',
not, as he pretends to himself, from lower wages, but
from her modernised plant and her spirit of emula,tlon
and progress. o
““Thereis something comic in this injured super1or1tj',-’fff
which makes the Britisher consider unfair the competlg 3 "ﬁ
tion of rivals who work harder and are satisfied "’ |
less pretentious earnings. Proud of his standarff."-f:f |
living, he is pleased to think that, shut up in his eaﬁi; _ |
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he will always be able to ignore the competition of t r ﬂ‘m

Ple who are not afraid of strenuous work. Not_;@
more foreign to present-day British mentaht‘.f:}"" n ;.?1- -r-
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Sport, avorlte pastime, clalms a frlghtemng
1 ;e people’s energy, and from the French
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tional event which empties the offices and the wor kshops,
n0: ] all attention, and drives care aside. ‘Na.
jonal f‘: "ater 18 written in enormous characters on
p: per bulletins. Is it the two million unem-
ployed? Or the fall in exports? Not at all, it is simply the
ofa 4hamp10n cricket team.”’ -

W ] fer all the people to meet on the common
groun do _f ;a ti C onal sports, and on that ground alone, is
t “..ﬂ;_ff_on from the point of view of a satisfied
But for modern countries, a meeting
® UGS On grounds more directly, related to national
PXistence is inesc Tapably necessary. A community shows
> SPLLILIn the way it solves its problems.
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g i g‘ :Etatlons that have outdlstanced HKing-
07 ducatlon Consideration of the op-

OLL they have :Eound In some quarters, and the
-- | ;_':r-t;:i:;-;.i enehances the value of what th ey
ey j m'i‘m?a kgm ave done somethmg about the
o na ﬂated schools. It is not much,
gt } beg EM ng, and it is probable that in-

e physical y Wrag,a concerned England will be

aglishmen today seem content to rely on

Whether by that time the education meted out ,.. _
buildings will be up to modern standards depe Lo
whether a complete change 1n attitude towards edue
tion can be achieved. Present methods are madeq __!i;_
England is miles removed from the goal of gwmg % _
promotion of talent the democratic solution which is _
prerequisite for the healthful life of a modern industri
country. All other democracies—and even some dlctaw
torshops—have recognized that for both moral and : e
‘practical reasons able children must be given encourage- : ‘;
ment regardless of the financial or social status of thelr
parents. In England, nothing has been greatly changed.
Yet today more than ever, a nation’s brains are its best
capital. In every other civilized country, selection oﬁ
the fittest is acknowledged to be the cardinal problem

of education. In Kngland, the rule still seems to be
Keep the Rich on Top. --

All things considered, that can not be the will of th
great Fmglish people. They have long sensed that the o o
1s something rotten in the state of Denmark.
do not realize, or are reluctant to concede, that 11 :
they do something about it themselves there is littla
chance that anything will be done. Tt is possﬂ:)le tha;'f:-"? =
spite the system of old traditions, preconceived noti oy
and ignorance, which English capital has so succ v
built for its own protection, the present war ma
the people to a sense of thejr responsibil; ,
selves and their country. If that comes
war will have gerved at least one usef
even a rude awakening ig better tha,n
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