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I . 

BRITANNIA’S STEPCHILDREN 

NGLAND was the first land in which the Tndus: r 

Revolution, that creator of vast wealth and ab; 

mal poverty, developed and expanded the ‘‘slum”’. 

word itself originated in England, and the institutio: 

has always been associated with London and othe 

wealthy English and Scottish towns. But it is not con, 
fined to the towns. Even in the lovely British country 
side, slum conditions prevail. > 

The City slum, as we know it today, developed from 
about 1800 on, when thousands of British farmers wer 
driven from their land to make room for sheep-raisi 
on a huge scale, whereby land capitalists made immer 
fortunes. These ‘‘immigrants’’, in so far as they, did 
perish en route, poured into the cities and for them y 
provided shacks, intended to be temporary, but 7 
in time became permanent ‘‘homes”’ for the very | 
The British landlord, left unmolested by a governn 
to which the individual is sacrosanct in his enter 
for the accumulation of money, soon found that 
could be squeezed out of these very poor, and. 
had to be expended in return.1 The Em 
Year Book of 1938-9 gives a harrowing p 
lives of these stepchildren of Britannia, | 
in families of eleven and twelve in one 0 t 
hardly capable of housing two. 
1 Cf. George Bernard Shaw: Widowers’ Houses. 
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aN OF THE SLUMS 

people who shocked Thomas Wolfe, 
rise pleasant visit to London, and when 
omes’’ of England in contrast to the 

e, complacent ‘‘big people’, the British 
Creation as he describes them in his novel, 
Go Home Again. He is impressed not only 

x congenitally stunted and miserable appear- 
especially with their stodgy acceptance of 
nd their hopelessness of any betterment. 

r Was impressed in reading Wolfe’s account 
personal experience he had had in the lovely 
wn of Durham in 1927. Stepping from the 
accosted by a starved and ragged boy who 
en years old but said he was fifteen and who 

ed us to allow him to carry our heavy bag. We 

appearance was haunting: trousers that 
knees in a ragged fringe, sleeves that left 
bow but half the arm exposed, a dirty face 

Iness looked forth. Still startled and abashed 
ich we had never seen duplicated in any 

countries where there was distress 
hopelessly apparent, we turned into 
ost ran into one of the ‘‘fat, wellfed 
” a bishop in full regalia of office, 
eyes above his fat cheeks passed un- 
Of course, these were but two ex- 

iling more or less in many 
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CHILDREN OF THE SLUMS 

But Wolfe’s book brought the experience back and m 

it appear a much more general condition, as he declared 

that the ‘‘gnomes”’ were fifty per cent of the population. 

Perhaps it is this which accounts for the calm spirit 

with which they take to the underground bombshelters 

which probably are not much worse than their accus- 

tomed ‘‘homes’’. Perhaps, also, the German bombs will 

ironically help more than decades of philanthropic en- 

deavors to rid London of its slums. ; 
Any one not acquainted through personal observation 

with the living conditions of Great Britain’s army of 

permanently poor would find difficulty in visualizing the 

conditions under which, according to British sources, 

thousands and hundred thousands of these unfortunates 
live and have lived for generations. On the continent, 
where social conditions have been studied for many 
years and where the accumulation of wealth due to the 
Industrial Revolution, was not so vast and so sudden, 
there have never been conditions to compare to these. 
Charles Dickens described them in some of his novels in 
the first part of the nineteenth century and writers and 
agitators in the twentieth have adduced ample proof that 
modern times have brought no essential betterment, but — 
have rather, through the non-employment and stoppage 
of housebuilding consequent upon the World War and — 
the great depression, increased and accentuated the mis- 
ery of the nineteenth century. According to Sir Kings- 
ley Wood ? there existed in 1938 two million of th 
slums. i 

Although the picture of misery and degrad. ; 

  

1 Barnes, Harry Elmer: Living in the Twentieth Century, Indianapolis 
® House of Commons Debate on Slumclearance, Feb. 15, 1938. x 

   

 



    

    

            

    

   

    

   
   

      

    

   

  

   

         

shout these slum dwellings, there 
ising out of historical conditions 

idon, Glasgow, and the industrial and 
f Wales. With the rise of the Industrial 
the need for thousands of factory work- 
fers and dispossessed farmers crowded 

ons, forming entire quarters of the cities. Liy- 
ons in these regions at the present day are 
ly primitive in regard to canalization, water- 

d elementary hygiene. Vermin-infested 
of light and sun, damp walls which never 
produce disease and lead to criminal de- 
the more energetic and enterprizing of 
ced to lives worse than those of swine. 

ire Hygienic Year Book? gives a summary 
2 in 1938-9: A long continued shortage of 

asive houses drives the poorer elements 
m into badly located, poorly built and 

1g8, doomed to rapid decay, and keeps 
ently. These people reproduce them- 

mt that renders them impotent to deal 
ns. They have no recourse but to 

e and more, with results of increas- 
They, can never extricate 

  

  

ricingclasses in Great Britain, London, 1933. 
ntial improvement, Cf. “Special Areas 

| 
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CHILDREN OF THE SLUMS 

themselves from their plight except through gov 
ment assistance. 

Two descriptions of a typical house in these region 
one made by a nurse in 1933,! the other by an indepen- 
dent investigator in 1937, will serve as typical for thous 
ands. The former describes the home of a girl of four- 3 
teen, the eldest of a large family, who offered to keep | 
the stairs, halls, walls, ete. of the tenement scrubbed 
for ten shillings (about two dollars) a week, providing 
soap, brush, etc., herself. The house is a four-story one 
with a sort of attic added in which Sally, ‘‘the heroine”’ — : 
of the story, lives. The stairs are large and filthy. Thes = 
work could not possibly be done in less than two days, _ 
especially as the water has to be carried from the cellar. 
The manager of the owner, a well-to-do man, offered her 
four shillings weekly (about one dollar) for this hereu- 
lean task, about tuppence (twenty cents) an hour. Sally 
figured that she could hardly buy, the soap required for 
this sum. Thereupon the agent threatened eviction for 
her and the entire family, if she ever showed her ugly 
mug again. 

At the upper end of the filthy staircase is Sally’s — 
‘“‘home’’. It consists of two small rooms furnished with — 
several chairs, a few soapboxes, two beds, a table, a 
child’s bed and a bureau nailed to the wall. There ig 
much light, as the windows are large, but no fresh - 
whatever, because the frames are so warped the 
windows cannot be opened. The state of the 
has been repeatedly reported but without re. 
floor is sunken in the middle: if one were to s 
* An Ex-Nursing Sister (Joan Conquest) : The Naked Truth: Sho about the Slums of London, 1933. pp. 51ff. 

  

    



CHILDREN OF THE SLUMS 

ou Fonk through to the floor below. When the 

‘ried to raise the corner of a ragged bit of wall- 
ill clinging to one wall, Sally exclaimed: ‘‘ Don’t 

ae or the bugs willswarm out. Father says, better 

sleeping bugs alone!’’... The passages were so nar- 

v, that the sister walked side-ways, to protect her coat 

ng to escape through the narrow passages, which 
slippery from grime. Children swarm about. The 

at under Sally’s is vacant because no one can pay the 
it. Here the beams of the ceiling which forms the 

n floor of Sally ’s room stick out like broken ribs. 
parents pay one pound (about five dollars) a 

nth for the rotten, decayed, empty rooms under the 
f. Hither pay or get out! 

@ large room in the first floor which had just been 
ty renovated and papered was to cost thirty shill- 

out seven dollars) a week, i.e. about thirty dol- 
month for four naked walls in the slum. 

ers of these rotten, mouldly holes in which the 
he slums live are: 

CHILDREN OF THE SLUMS 

4, A well-to-do business man. . 
5. A certain Society closely affiliated with the Chureh 
The later account by an investigator, George Orwell,” 

says that however these houses or dwellings may differ 
in size, their general construction and appearance are 

identical: The number of rooms varies from two to five, 
but the living-space is almost absolutely identical: 14 
by 15 square feet. There is an open range; in the larger 
ones there may be a separate scullery, in the smaller 
ones the sink is in the livingroom. 

In 1928 the London Times ? published an illuminating 
account of the situation: The splendid work which had 
been accomplished in building new homes in the out- 
skirts of the city, did not extend to the slums in its (Lon- 
don’s) heart. These have remained every bit as un-— 
hygienic and overcrowded as ever. Most of the poor 
who live in these slum sections cannot afford the higher 
rentals of the newly, built suburban apartment houses, 
nor the loss of time and money in travelling to and from 
their places of employment. Only that same morning 
the writer had received absolutely reliable reports from 
an investigator of forty-two individual cases of over- 
crowding in a district of South-London. These reports 
reveal disgraceful state of affairs: Large families are literally massed into two or three ill-lighted and damp rooms, with resulting illness of many of the inhabitants. Examples picked at random could be 
Father, mother 
girls of five, eight, and eleven) live in one room. In an- other case father, mother, and six children (the oldest a 
* Orwell, George: The Road to Wigan Pier, London, 2 July 26, 1928, 1987, pp. B1ff.  



tl of eleven) oceupy a sin 
girl 

gle room. « s hesitate to find a solution for this problem ficult any solution becomes. For it is 

3 Scotland almost one-half inhabitants of the four largest cities, i.e, 789,000 nas sons, live in overcrowded quarters, averaging more than two: persons to one room; one-fifth, ie. 368,960 in- 
habited flats averaging more than three persons to a 
room, eight percent of the entire number must content 
themselves with one room for every four persons. 

To supplement these temporary shelters now used as 
permancies, old one-family houses, well-built and origi- 

_ nally comfortable, when run-down and no longer meet- 
ing with demands made by modern middleclass families, 

_ were subdivided but not renovated to meet hygienic con- 
_ ditions considered necessary to-day, and turned over to 
the poor, becoming slum-dwellings. Where once dwelt 
one middle-class family in comfort there are now 

owded together from five to fifteen families of the 
y poor. Some of these houses were built seventy or 

¢ ne hundred years ago. Originally solidly constructed, 

h good stairs and doors, they have been allowed to 

eriorate until they are now unfit for human inhabita- 

No Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to a 

uld today allow beasts to be kept there, said 
ster.” 2 The walls are covered witht 

wr Board, Geneva, 1931. pp. 71ff. 33. p. 19 and 
‘x-nursing Sister, The Naked Truth, London, 19 

CHILDREN OF THE SLI 

paper behind which vermin crawls, the flo 
stairs are unsafe, broken windows are m 
rags, the outside walls are leprous with great 
where the stucco, relic of Victorian days and 

deur, has fallen off. Another investigation « 
these old houses as standing up only because t 
supported by their neighbors. The roofs are 
dampness and odors of decay are the constant : 
of the inhabitants. To spend money on repairs 
be wasted, but they are considered good enough 
poor. 

The nursing sister goes on to depict the tubere 
children inhabiting these damp quarters, sleeping t 
and four ina bed. In many cases some of the bedre 
are uninhabitable during a rainy night, because 
defectiveness of the roof. And in one ease one could 
ter the second floor bedroom through a window from 
embankment close by. No wonder that in 1938 Titm 
showed infant mortality to be hundreds of per 
higher in these slum regions as compared to 
and more well-to-do communities. And these con 
and their results prevail not only in big cities lil 
don but all over the British Isles. bs 

During the depression years after the first 
War, highly qualified workers and respecta 
were often obliged to seek refuge in such qua 
augmenting the race of slum-folk. The ex-nur 
1 Hugh Quigley and Ismay Goldie: Housing and Slum Clearance 

1984, pp. 118f. 
* Titmuss, Richard M.: Poverty and Population, London, 

son, Ellen: The Town That Was Murdered, Lond 
® London Times, “Special Areas,” June, 1939, No.  



   
   

                                                    

   

  

16 CHILDREN OF THE SLUMS 

quoted above tells of a child living in such a ‘*home’? 
‘who bitterly said, what wonder that when you 
are obliged to live like pigs, you become a pig? She 
goes on to describe such houses, built one to three 
hundred years ago, in which today the ‘‘Society for the 
Protection of Animals’’ would not permit any brute 
beast to be housed, but in which huge families are 
erowded together. The walls infested by vermin, floors 
that cave in, windows mended only with rags, roofs 
dropping down on the inhabitants, doors that do not 
close, an odor of decay infesting the whole—make these 
places unfit for any human beings. The sister then goes 
on to describe the heartrending cases of tubercular 
children who sleep three and four ina bed. No wonder 
that infant mortality is rampant under such conditions, 
not only in cities like London, but in Wales and Scot- 
land as well.? 

This type of dwelling for the poor is particularly pre- 
valent in London, where it originated in the so-called 
“domestic slavery’’ of older days. The basements are 

_ below the surface of the sidewalk, or only a few inches 
above. They receive their light solely from a sort of 
trap near the ceiling. Here in London there still éxist 
100,000 of these ‘‘cave-dwellers’’, and that in such 
wealthy districts as Westminster, Islington, Kensing- 
ton, et¢e., which charm and stun the visitor with their 
luxurious palaces and splendid public buildings. ‘‘Nurs- 
ing Sister’’? gives a graphic and shocking account of a 
typical family crowded into such a cellar: In this single 
room basement lives a family of nine. Father, mother, 

1 Titmuss, Richard M.: Poverty and Population, London, 1938.    *loe. cit. p. 60 et al. 
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and ‘‘Bill’’ (if he comes home at night) sleep in one bo, a 
Jenny with five children in the other. The ‘ ‘other room 

is a disused coal-cellar, rented to a lodger, to piece out 
the exorbitant rent. In another of these cellars, lives a 
tubercular man with a wife and four children, two boys 
of 3 and 5 years respectively and two girls of 5 and 10! 
This is a respectable family who desperately try to find 
another home but in vain. Generally the laundries of 
the entire house are also situated in the cellar, adding 
to the dampness and the odors. No wonder the families 
are infested with tuberculosis and the children have 
rickets. That no essential amelioration has occurred 
since the ‘‘Nursing Sister’? made her ‘Shocking Rev- 
elations’’ in 1933, appears from the report on ‘‘Dis- 
tressed Areas’’ of Wal Hannington.1 His report shows — 
how widespread over the British Empire these condi- 
tions are. And the Economist? writes that London 
in 1937 still contained 20,000 of these cellar-dwellings. 

A journalist sent out to gather ‘“‘human interest’? 
stories, tells of a woman living in one of these base- 
ments, who managed with true British stoicism to joke 
about living in a sort of medieval castle but who con- 
cluded with an impassionate appeal: ‘‘For God’s sake a 
get us out of this!”’ 

These form an English specialty, and are scattered throughout the industrial areas of Great Britain. They 
crowd a maximum of families into a minimum of space with the total exclusion not only of the most elementary claim to beauty but also to hygienic decency and ordi- nary comfort. Placed in close rows that admit no air, 

‘1 Hannington, W.: Distressed Areas, London, 1987, pp. 16ff. ® Economist, London, May 8, 1987.  



tor’ dwellings stand back to 

nthe alley, the other on the 
the W.C.S., to which the dwel- 

es have access only, by going 

t, a distance sometimes of 200 

of the back, on the other hand, have | 

of these ‘‘conveniences’’—and the 
. The lower room in each case is ‘‘the 

the cooking, washing, etc. must be 

no room for a pantry and food is pre- 

lar head. Upstairs the entire family 

eroom. Built 70 or 100 years ago, and 
that the nearby mines or railroad un- 

ndations, there still existed in 1933 

of ‘‘back-to-backs’’ in Leeds, forty 
ngham, sixteen thousand in Sheffield, 

e frequently found in Scotland, since 
jhman even in dire poverty shows his 

1 individual house. The tenements of 

vo rooms or less! One description 
t: Hutt tells of visiting tenements 

e unspeakable W. C. And here 
workingmen, no typical slum- 

tigation, the State Commissioner had 3 

similar to that of Hutt, but apparently w1 

sult whatever. So that in 1930 J. C. Sym 

write that apparently no one in authority se 

sider it necessary to clean out this Augias § 

thicket of crime, dirt, and stink existing in the 

the second largest city of the United Kingdom. 

1 Quoted by Hutt, loc. cit., p. 113. 
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EORGE ORWELL!’ gives a harrowing a 

Gg the lives and sufferings of the modern 

Saxon nomads. No romantic gypsy cavalea 

nor even to be compared to the modest Ford, in ° 
American families in the years of depression, sou 
find new homes. These wagons do not even affo: 
relaxation of a change of venue. For they are not p 
ticable: they have lost their wheels or tires (some 
discarded auto-buses), they, have no methods of lo 
tion, they are simply the worst, the most exposed, 
most hopeless tenements for the very poorest of Hx 
land’s outeasts. Huddled together at the side of a di 
or asmelly canal they look like accumulations of re: 
And so they are: human refuse. The town of 
which forms the subject of Orwell’s investigation 
a population of 85,000, had 200 such wagons 
along its canal, housing 1000 human beings. Hi: 
others there are in different parts of Englan 
possible to compute, because authorities are r 

this type of slum, but crass necessity due 
ing compels the authorities to ‘look th 
And besides, strange as it Be! seem, e'   
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take what he gets or get out. | 

and are often not m 

»» the tenant, in add 

and has to 

additions are expensive 

    

      

    

   

   

    

   

      

   

    

   

  

   

       

      

   

    
   

      

   

   
   

       
   

    

Shelter f 
rom K 

quate. Th or Tainy En isk one Burma live Te so-called ‘‘tied cottages 

¢ dampne climate ig and the rental, is obliged to render unpaid service to hi 

lord at harvest time, ete. Also a relic of feudal t 

Ss - A tenant from Lancashire puts it as follows: You 

a in the cottage till it falls down on your head, then 

can go to the city, or do as youlike! A lady from 

pridge County tells 0 

sleeping in one room. 

  

of from two to fi Vv om. 7 

tial’? residence Sac of these derelicts, oe a ae a Berkshire writes concerning 

Peeples! ‘These s eet long and sheltered fouled : that nothing was empty, however bad, more 

 —_ Seem to be the most hopeless of th 7 : urgently needed. The createst disadvantage 18 that. 

s, having given up hope of ever again findi 6 Olas one out of twenty has a second sleepingroom. ih 

ployment and living one knows not me " ding cs : to sleep in one room, without separation of sexes. 

carious existence ho aieee ot how, if their pre- | told of one house with two bedrooms housing eigh’ 

ne”? can be dignified by the name of “liy- people: four married couples, one betrothed pair, | 

aos 

a number of halfgrown individuals of both sexes.” 

: 5 ae wife of a farm laborer writes that they possess one 

To any one personally unacquainted with housing m | arora which contains a double bed and » chile 

tand, which completely fill 

an especial surprise to heat a chair and a washs 

space, leaving scarcely room to turn around; it is 
Great Britain it will come as 

se than those that in many places, the inmates cannot st 

that the rural working peop 

der circumstances as bad as, or even wor : 

j Conservative England has been i straight; then there is a small kitchen with a 

the time of t couch, a table, some chairs, hardly giving the 

chance to move about. The floor is no better th 
g changes since 

full of holes and cracks; a § 
e to thorough 50% ditions of the 

   

es : . the living com 
Feudalism and Serfdom, uf ine veh the 0 nist of w See 

country laborers. The cottages 4 walls and slop- ‘5 roachinfested, because always damip and d 

‘oo with their ivy covere t the ceiving light only through a hole in the cei 

finds so attractive “eFistate’?” and are a 
ee B. 

pelong to tees 
indly is so low, that even in midsummer the ho 

ing roots, usually belons ng, Some of these ate a 

. 

wi 
. fs 

1 Hutt. p. a 

disposal of the aoe to make 4 teration mt sna eed Neate 

and publie-spir!”® ae not. The tenant has 

+ many :



CHILDREN OF THE SLUMS 
24 

? _ The toilet is jn an annex: the seat is 

hers ig no roof, so that they have to take along 

an umbrella when it rains. All laundry, bathing, ete. 

have to be performed in the tiny, kitchen.’ Such luxury 

as running water is almost unknown even in the villages. 

The farmer’s wife must fetch all water for household 

purposes from the common pump, often several hun- 

dred yards away. They supplement this by rainwater 

from the roof and collected in nearby ditches—a method 

not conducive to health. In the drought year 1929, the 

water had to be carried in carts from a distance often of 

several miles so that cattle had to be slaughtered or 

sold.” 

Before the first World War, the official estimate of 

necessary renovations of decaying cottages was 100,000. 

Meanwhile this number has not appreciatively risen, 

since the building program of post-war times neglected 

_ the rural problem in favor of the cities.* 

Summing up these instances, to which innumerable 

others well authenticated might easily be added, we may 

say that Britannia’s stepchildren are neglected in the 

lovely countryside with its manorial country houses 

situated in the midst of vast, luxurious parks, as much 

as in the imperial cities where cheek by, jow! with splen- 

did private mansions and stately public buildings there 

exist basement dwellings, ‘‘back-to-backs,’’ slum hovels, 

and tenements of unspeakable dirt and misery for the 

very poor. No wonder Englishmen themselves have 

called the slum ‘‘the cancer of the Imperium’’.* In the 

1 Hutt, p. 217. 

2The Land Worker, Feb. 1932, p, 218. 
& Hutt, p. 218. 

*Up With the Houses and Down with the slums, London, 1934, p. 1. 

there were: 

2087 families of 6—11 members living 

4149 families of 8—15 members living in 

don 300,000 families had to live in single roo 

the law requires 400 cubic feet per person, he 

don’s day. In 1933-34 the Bishop of Winche 

clared during a parliamentary debate that in th 

land there were not less than one-half a mi 

who were living three or more in one room. 

150,000; in Durham, 90,000; in Manchester: € 

And conditions instead of improving as a r 

sons in one room. It goes without sayin 

rats, and beetles infest such ‘‘homes”’. 

1 Housing and Slum Clearance in London, London, 

pendix, 

2 People of the Abyss, New York, 1903. 

8 Hansard’s Parliamentary Debates, 1933-34, vol. 

4 Parliamentary Debates, 1985-36 Vol. 314, Col.  
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stimate of the number 

  

   

  

   
   

  

   

   

i coximately accurate estim 

Pe tists +n Great Britain. Tt is one of the pecu- 

( a that the most essen- 
f the British Democracy tha 

acts for the benefit of the population are left to the 

doment or caprice or venality of the local authorities. 

the district physician reports to the local board that a 

certain region is unsanitary, Le. a ‘sham’ y If (le ee 

poard agrees with the doctor, a‘ clearing project is de- 

termined upon. The owner of the section 1s notified, the 

iy i to the Ministry of Health, which sets 

| tifies both parties (owner and local 

“poard) of the date for a hearing.. If the minister reports 

to the local board that the clearing plan (with or without 

ted, the board may proceed to evac- 
alterations) is accep 

-— 

uate the tenants, establish them elsewhere, and procee 

< to clear the slum, after of course reimbursing the owner. 

Thus it appears that, since no definite norms are extant, 

- itis in last analysis the local doctor on whose judgment 

There is hence a 
the necessity for clearance depends. 

great divergence in different parts of England as to 

what constitutes a ‘‘slym’’, And one can well imagine 

| what diverse arguments can be brought ‘‘with pres- 

gure’? before the boards in whose hands the judgment 

- finally lies. The tenant as well as the owner is most re- 

Juctant to have his dwelling declared ‘‘slum’’. The 

former has too often experienced the bitter truth that he 

is moved ‘‘out of the fryingpan into the fire’’, since 

ere simply are not enough houses. To the latter, it 

ns a pecuniary loss, since nowhere are rents s0 

5 table in comparison with investment and outlay as 

The 

  

  

   

      

  

        

      

      
    
    

    

, F. L., The Housing of the Nation, London, 1927, p. 80, and Simon, 

um Campaign, p. 87 and 123. 
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in the poorest regions of all—in the 

mendous corruption is the natural re 

physician runs against inexplicable obstr 

ing with the boards, the decisions of the 

Health are subjected to ‘‘pressure’’ and 

strange results—all because private “‘in 

primarily concerned. Simon 1, taking as a b 

est ‘‘basement dwellings’”’ in Wales, makes th 

He thus concludes that 4,000,000 represent the m 

mum of dwellings that must be replaced if the B: 

population is to live in decency. This was the | 

for 1933. In 1939 Sir Kingsly Wood ? gave th 

for England and Wales with the exclusion of | 

(notorious for the number and condition of its: 

Glasgow and other industrial centers) as 2,0 0,0( 

The causes for this overcrowding and the 

improvement are: s 

1. Lack of housing facilities in virtually, 

country. . 

2. Poverty. 

3, Pauperization through the industri 

compulsion to save rental. ‘a 

       

  

     

       
     

      
      
    

     
    
        
     

  

     

    

1 Anti-slum Campaign, p. 125f. 

2 Whitaker, Social Services, 1939, p. 296.      *



CHILDREN OF THE SLUMS 

4. The tendency to consider the expenditure of money 

tor rent an extravagance. 

), Crowding due to landlords who thus want to make 

good their losses sneurred as a result of the Maximum 

Rental Act of 1919 by additional tenants. 

6. The taking in of ‘‘lodgers’’ by the tenant in order 

to reduce the rent. 

7. The increase of population since the world war 

which was not matched by.a sufficient increase of new 

building. 

Hence in 1904 it could be stated that the main cause of 

the brief and miserable life of the very poor in London 

was the unsanitary and crowded condition of the slums 

in which they are obliged to live.t One fourth of all the 

children of the nation lack the necessary living space for 

healthy development.? In 1933 Joan Conquest gives per- 

haps the most pathetic picture of the plight of the chil- 

dren who have no place to play except the open toilet of 

the entire household, where (when the water chances to 

be running) they play boat with matches! But the tenant 

in question defended them: ‘‘They have to play some- 

where, when it rains and they are not in school.’’® 

Concerning the high rents and the ‘‘lodger’’ two in- 

vestigators in 1933 wrote : The scarcity of rooms for the 

poor is so great that the landlords and the lodging-keep- 

ers demand phantastically high rents for the meanest of 

_ accommodations. A landlord can divide up an entire 

1 Fabian Tract, No. 5. 
* The Economist, Aug. 15, 1936, Vol. III, p. 298. 
* Ha-Nursing Sister, p. 28. 

puard Marshall and Avice Trevelyan, Slums, London, 1933, p. 50. 

eral such houses received approximate! 

weekly (400 dollars) in this fashion. 

dating three tenants in the twenty-fou 
bed !? 

1 Fabian Tract, 103. 

~ 
vo 

 



there is malnutrition with aig 

quences. 

tries ae all over Europe. But England is unique ’ 
senting the vision of a plague of poverty that m 

ery that is non-existent in lands outside vale 
Kingdom, this leprosy, that gnaws at its Mee 

possibly convey : an oe picture of this pe 
that not only in the congested sections of : ec 
all over; for no section of the country 
curse.’’ 

: ‘hui 

iously claim to be civilized. ae i) 
1 Jean de la Poulaine, The Colossus with Fee 
2 Better Times, London, 1910, pp. Sit.  



Jighed starvation as a pul 

ls, and even the mos 

7 fis Pavan of criminals starve. But what is happen- 

ng today in the Britain’s gigantic industries? A work- 

g veman collapses in the heyday of his life and becomes 

pe He has previously contributed 
incapable of working. 

his Pinot to the common weal. Now he is no longer 

: eapable of doing this. Why is it permissible in this land 

‘of plenty to allow him and his children to starve? What 

dliness for the richest country in the world 
- filthy niggar Bs 

to iilow the widows and orphans of its faithful servants 

. to go hungry! 
. 

An illustration of such ‘‘niggardliness’’ 1s furnished 

by a report of a court proceeding which appeared in The 

New Leader? in 1937 (twenty-seven years after Lloyd 

George’s charges). The report tells of an old working- 

man who was arraigned on the charge of having 

_¢6}ifted’? a comb worth three pence. It developed that 

the man had been employed by the Midland Railway for 

thirty-five years, was now invalided and received the 

magnificent sum of four shillings (about one dollar) 

_ weekly, as a ‘‘pension’’ from the Railway. Surely, com- 

ments the paper, such Munificence should be immortal- 

ized with letters of gold! 

_ By 1926 no improvement is shown in the report of con- 

ditions culled from the written records of workingmen 

emselves.” The woman who collects these records 

out indignantly at the close: Asks the men who in 

st of the coal sections, after all records for coal 

day are immersed in filthy, heavy an 

and are kept like Chinese koolies in the 

they are raising their voices against the 

edges of our industrial lives ; ask the me 

for legislation to provide decent homes f th 

people, educational opportunities for their chi 

surance against sickness and injury for the Ww 

who are continually, terrorized in the coal re; 

these men! 3 

Yet in 1936 the Trades Union Report* sho 

minution of these evils. It gibes at a governm« 

could spend millions in preparations for war 

not afford the necessary funds for the preser 

the nation by contributing to the maintenance 

women and children. And in 1937 and 1938 

ees 
VV h 

agree that one-half of the population of Englan 

fering from malnutrition. —— 

As late as 1939 the Amalgamated Engineer 

declares that one out of every four Lon 

destined to end in the poorhouse. That 

quota is the highest in the world: statisti 

suicide for every thirteen dwellings in the 

1936. 

2 Howe, Quincy, England Expects Every American 

* Briffaut: Decline and Fall of the British Empire 

‘Vols. 16, No. 2, p. 75. 
5 Report for 1936.  



at 10 ‘Million of Britain’s population were 

‘a standard below that of convicts. 

D eas naturally abounds among both children and 

dults in the slums. In 1936 a test was made in the in- 

astrial City of Durham and out of one hundred chil- 
at only six were found free from rickets, resulting 

m malnutrition.! Two years later, Dr. Raymond Cat- 

2 reported a disquieting increase in mental diseases 

a decrease in the intelligence of school children. 

articularly do absence of air and light as well as the 

orrible overcrowding add to the tubercular cases. In 

Tales, the great mining and poverty center, infant mor- 

ity from this dread disease is claimed to be 90 per- 

4! In 1939 Ellen Wilkinson’ in her sensational book, 

"he Town That Was Murdered, sums up the case for 

housands of families: In overcrowded dwellings, in 

bercular patient are almost hopeless. Moreover 

tient becomes a source of danger for all his fel- 

To treat a case of pneumonia adequately, in over- 

houses is virtually impossible. And Quigley * 

die add the detail: A tubercular patient shares 

erty and Public Health, London, 1936, pp. G5ff. 
mg Lands, London, 1988, pp. 9f. 

that was Murdered, London, 1939, p. 239. 

CHILDREN OF THE SL 

We may divide the slum outcasts into 7 

first, those whom Wolfe characterized as 

human beings definitely marked as ‘‘slum’’ by 

yet succumbed entirely to their environment and 0 

young people whom industry has not been able 1 

sorb. 

The army of unemployed pours continually, into 

slums increasing the crowding and misery there and 

self becoming infected by all the diseases of mind 
body which haunt these abodes of misery. In Febru 
1938 the periodical, Labour,’ states that to grasp 

age the problem of the thousands of young me 

women of between 19 and 21 years of age who 
never had a job, have no hope of ever getting on 

are literally ‘‘human beings without value.’”’ Joh 1 

ment. Just those who for fifteen to twenty ye 
be the back-bone of the nation, are condemne 

except a readiness for degeneracy and crix 
genial Sir Philip Gibbs * come the bitte: 

1 Vol. V, No. 46, p. 180. : 
8 London, 19387, p. 168. 

®* England Speaks, London, 1935, p. 638.  
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to do something about the human nature 

Rone derelicts who, according to those who 

know them best are not without quality before they go 

down too far. Or is it, as the BDcotean said in St. 

Martin’s Crypt, that ‘Hngland doesn’t care’, as long as 

tennis is going well at Wimbledon ?’’ CHILD LABOR 

HE outery against child labor is as ol 
dustrial Revolution itself. Cheap labor 

one consideration of the Empire Build 
poverty of the working classes made 1 
to sacrifice their children. = 

As early as 1850, a Frenchman, Ledru-Rollin 
De la Décadence del’ Angleterre? in whi 
‘One would hardly credit the fact that the 
child-market in the capital of England wh 

market. Generally there are 50 to 300 ‘ra: { 
seven years up. This human ware is offered 
the boys as apprentices, the girls as servant 
ents are present to dicker over prices in 

a qualm.”’ ae 
In 1896 another foreigner, a Scandi: 

Steffen,? wrote from his own experienc 
led through Belgium, German, Frenc 

any one who would see the suffer 
childhood, disgusting physical  



a i land northern parts st extreme form which the centra rile 

a Be have to display, must make a pilgrimage to 

: the wealthy and moral land of Great Britain. In Lon- 

: don and the English industrial centers destruction of 

childhood is carried on to a gigantic extent.’’ 

& The same author in 1904 writes another book! on the 

~ game subject. ‘“‘I saw young men who at the age of 

seventeen and eighteen had become so frail in conse- 

quence of maltreatment that they were unable to walk, 
I know many of these unhappy, creatures who since early 

youth worked in factories and at the age of sixteen or 
seventeen were thoroughly incapacited through over- 
work and now after a childhood spent in this slavery, 
have nothing but the poorhouse before them for the rest 
of their lives. The children in the industrial villages 
hardly know their parents. They know only that every 
morning at five—sometimes even at four o’clock—a man 
or a woman comes to drag them only half awake out of 
bed. Dozens of factory children have told me the same 
story. The older children carry their little brothers and 

sisters still asleep on their backs. And they see their 
___ Parents again only when they come home at night to go 

to bed.” 
____1n 1937 the Englishman, John Gollan,” limns a picture 

___ Of these unfortunate sacrifices to Industry in colors that 
reveal that the years have brought little relief since the 

middle of the ninteenth century : 

t 

they are not properly trained. But it 
-remain satisfied with this statement of ¢ 
go farther and ask ourselves why our yo 

is say, the deleterious impulse to increa 

through the stepping up of labor which 
‘from rationalization and mass production. © 

came about and discovered that at bottom ws 
sire of the employer to keep the costs of lab 

a large number of youth, therefore, the sloga 
only ‘‘too old with twenty years’”’ but ‘‘too 
teen.’’ During recent decades the problem of 
wide unemployment acerbated the hopeless 
Wales was notorious. Says Gollan? in 193' f 
seventy-three percent of the graduates of the. 
Ponthybridd were without work, fifty-eigh 
Aberdare and fifty-three in Newport. Tho 
worst, but with the exception of Barry, the: 
trict with less than twenty-five percent, and 
was nearer to forty. The average of all - 
was forty-one and three-tenth percent une 
this region, he continues, there are tho 
people of both sexes who are today twen 
have never had a day’s work. Nor have 
hope of betterment before them, _ 
* Gollan, Youth in British Industry, loc. cit,, pp. : 2 Ibid. pp. 167 and 170.  
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wav limned the evil consequences of 

ent periods of idleness upon the 

tal conditions of the young. The great- 

sical and men 

ef ers he says, are the young men and lads whom 

: can observe loafing in the streets with empty stom- 

achs 
ppearance. The old people com- 

me a 
and unwholeso young is so small that they can- 

- olain that the dole of the 
: Bec cpot + their aged dependents. Brockway warns 

the authorities that they must realize that such manner 

of life spells the ruin of the young men and women af- 

fected both physically and mentally. This was 1 1932. 

But in 1936 the journal, Labour, is equally insistent 

that such a state of affairs represents a major social 

tragedy. These young men and women who have never 

who have never been given 
had an opportunity to work, 

a chance to feel themselves as being of any, value or 1m- 

portance to their country deserve the gravest attention 

of responsible people. 

For what is more natural and inevitable than that 

these young people of eighteen to twenty years of age, 

disillusioned and hopeless, should turn to crime as @ PrO- 

fession? ... These helpless victims of the capitalistic 

system—with either monotonous and underpaid work 

or no work at all, living in overcrowded and most unat- 

tractive homes, driven to the streets by dire necessity, 

hungry and undervitalized easily fall victims to the lure, 

of petty larceny or worse.® 

In December, 1937 the parliamentary debate * 

Hungry England, p. 92. 
ab., 1938, Vol. V, No. 46, p. 130. 

lan, Youth in British Industry, p. 187. 

nsard’s Parliamentary Debates 1936/7. Vol. 7, Col. 998/999. 

p 

elicited the fact that 17,044 chilc 

age were working in the subterrane: 

Great Britain. 

And in the same year two investigat 

that whenever the demand for productior 

late the greed of the employer the work 

most of them children, is. accelerated to suc. 

that many of them are literally, ‘‘done to death 

the demand falls off, they are turned out into 

to beg or become dependent on the-communi 

No wonder ‘‘The Cry of the Children” goe 

as it did at the time of Mrs. Browning or of | 

wer. 

A pious wish for betterment 

in the course of a debate in the House” to e t 

wished it were possible that the House should 

some form of legislation to diminish the hardshi 

injustice for those British boys and girls who are 

into the factories at six in the morning and obl 

work till ten o’clock at night, without having any 

tunity, for education and recreation to whi 

really entitled. ; 

To mitigate their plight, a suggestion w 

emigrate these young unfortunates to the 

onies. Kingsley Fairbridge® wrote in 1934 

at present in England 60,000 dependent 

phans or half-orphans, who are being brou 

stitutions which place them at the ages 

2 Hansard’s Parliamentary Debates, 1935/6, p. 238. Sak 

*The Autobiography of Kingsley Fairbridge, Oxford, 1  



_ They have no parents or any one 

eir place. What future have they, to look 
Let us, I say; form companies here and 

nsport as many of these children as possible 

to train them in our own overseas colonies for 

a there. We need schools for agriculture in all 

of the Empire where land lies fallow. This would 

arity but an imperial investment.”’ 

the New Leader! sums up the entire situation 

picting towns and villages from which all the 

‘people have migrated. Nothing 1s left of the in- 

3 of these ‘deserted villages’? but ruins of for- 

y plants. The vampires (usually masquerading 

Industrials, Capitalists, Captains of Industry) have 

d the towns and villages white and left the skeletons 
rot. The young people wandered away, sometimes 

-as four hundred miles in search of work; they 

d, in groups or singly, in search of luck, they 

unemployed youth swells the already num- 

anent slum-population, increasing the over- 

939, p. 5. (“An open letter addressed to Premier Nev- 
Williams’), 

arty in Perspective, London, 1987, p. 148. 

ADULT UNEMPLOYMENT a 

OT ONLY the unfortunate unemployed or ove 

worked children swell the number of slumdwe 
lers. ‘‘Unemployment is the eternal black dog tha 
haunts Capitalism’’ said Gollan+ in 1937. Anot. 
investigator 2 declares in 1938: The total figure of unem- 
ployed in all branches of industry approximates at t. 
moment one and one-half millions. They all receive 
weekly dole far less, as we have seen, than the subsis 
ence minimum which even the hardhearted statisticians 
and opponents of labor consider sufficient. | 

since 1920 unemployment has hovered bi 1 
1 Youth in British Industry, p. 155. 
2 j 

2 Kuezynski, J.: Hunger and Work, London, 1938. * Report of Proceedings at the 68th Annual Trades U  
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wrecks of these plants with their brok 

they, appear through the fog. Bis 

Steel and tinworks are in the same plig. at. 

for January 1933 showed forty-four and nine 

cent unemployed in the steel and forty and se 

per cent in the tin plants.* , 

Tn the same year a debate in the House? 

the fact that in the Rhondda Valley sixty percen 

employable males were receiving the dole 

17,000 men were permanently unemployed. At an; 

ment this figure would rise to 25,000 through tem; 
slackness—and this is the condition in just 01 
valley! Some of these 17,000 men have been out o 

since 1924, 1925, 1926, and any one who has lived 
them cannot fail to observe that from week tc 
from month to month, from year to year, hum 

gpa”. * : and degeneracy among them is on the increase. 
“this figure rose to the astounding height of 45 debate closes with an accusation of the gove and ae tens ae eae not having assumed the responsibility, for th se ) other fields, the percentag | wide hardships. In the building i ty       

     

signs of this decay strike even the casual 
etin boards are covered with notices of 

grim, those villages. There is no tc 
nor of art. The houses built for 
+ Hutt, p. 33. 
2 Parliamentary Debates, House of Comm 

bate of April 12, 1938, col. 2680. 
§ Daily Herald, Oct. 23, 1989, No. 789: : “England Speaks. : ee    
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juare boxes n which to sleep and eat, with little back 
ands in which the washing may, hang. Standing in 

eee to miners, until they received their last 

two years, three years, four years ago, I thought 

ote ‘llages in Germany and Austria where each house is 

pleasant to see, with woodwork carved by ala crafts- 

h flower garlands or decorative scenes 
men and wit ; 

painted on their whitewashed walls, as at Garmisch and 

Pathenkirchen and Mittenwald. Here, in County Dur- 

ham, life has been too hard forart. It has been too grim 

for flowers. Men don’t indulge in playful fancy when 

they come up from the mines, where water has been 

dripping on their bodies all day long. It is only now, 

when so many of them are unemployed, and when they 

_are getting a little lead from friendly souls outside, that 

they are beginning to grow a few flowers here and 

meuere.:..”” 

_ “When so many, of them are unemployed—lI have 

written. That does not convey the facts I saw. I went 

into villages in County Durham where, as at Page Bank, 

nearly the whole male population is out of work, and 

where young men, and middle-aged men, and elderly 
men, stand around deserted works and brickyards, list- 
less and very bored ... Round about Bishop Auckland 
Many of the mines have closed down, or are closing 

wn... Many of these pits will never open again. Men 
orking on a few shifts a week are haunted by the 

enace of being paid off and joining the big battalions 

unemployed. There’s no hope for Durham 

people who profited most by its labour 

it was taken out of the mines. Not enough 

into the villages to create a pleasant soci 

owners spent their money elsewhere.’” 

Beverley Nichols! made a tour to Wales to 

matter of unemployment and its deleterious e 

physical and psychic upon young and old. He 

a typical mining town where no mining is an 

their feet, passed me on their way down hill 

walked as though they were going to afuneral. A 

deed they, were, for each was following the hears 
own hopes. 

give way to one’s feelings, before one knew 
So I moved on down into the valley. To 

tion, and to go on asking it, until I found 
The question to which I sought an answer wa 
What was the nature of the mental 

dered in the minds of men who had b en | 
their lives? And particularly of the younge 
1 Nichols, Beverley: News from England. A Co 

1988. pp. 215ff.  



 
 

 
 

 



    

   

     
   
   
   

    
   

  

   

  

   

              

    

the city workers have been well formu 

Commission Report of 1937.1. Workingmer 

upon as a part of the machinery of 

but unfortunately they are not treated as 

machine. Because human beings when m ¥ 

abused, unlike machines, do not immediate. 

useless, but can continue functioning for some t 

if ill or injured. x 

In case of the farm laborer one would expe 

surroundings than those of the city proletari 

evidence convincingly, shows that this is not the 

early as 1870 an article in Revue de Deux & 

pressed a Frenchman’s disapproval of the B 

titude toward its farm laborers: ‘‘Instead 

try independent and in possession of a m 

tence; that has a feeling of responsibility 

toil, since its fate hangs upon its efforts; L 

encouraged to develop a certain intellig 

planning, the British have only crowds | 

who are just as dumb as but less well ¢ 
domestic animals—without initiative, 

no opportunity of rising and are 

oo CAUSES underlying the deplorat 
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ater care.” This harsh diatribe of 

toward its rural population is rein- 

historian Green! fifty years later. 

sentiment and also with 

safely state that the agri- 

asses of workingmen, has the 

1 the lowest pay, is the most ill-nourished, the 

used... Today as formerly, the farm labourer 

5 most closely the status of the slave.’’ 

years later British city and country workers 

e characterized as ‘‘wage slaves of civiliza- 

nd their living conditions declared similar to 

f the serfs of the Middle Ages and the slaves of 

le hve seen that the rural laborer and his family 

o better than the slum-dweller in the congested 

Hutt declares that in general the farm laborer 

family dwell in decayed huts, with stuffy tiny 

w ceilings, surrounded by damp walls and fre- 

lacking the most ordinary conveniences of canal- 

ht or heat. So Briffault says in 1937: ‘‘In the 

m which I come hunting horses and dogs are 

used than the families of the farm labourers.’’® 

ter in a Fabian tract* writes that some of the 

-stys, that an honest farmer would be ashamed 

bh ed to put his pigs into such miserable quar- 

We are, therefore, not surprised t 

generacy, crime prevalent in the r 

secondary to those found in the city slums 

Summing up, we may say that living qui 

British poor both in city and country are 

lievably bad in respect to overcrowding, lack ¢ 

conveniences, and filth; that malnutrition ad 

living conditions leads to illness, degeneracy 

and that, despite protests, no material chang 

better is apparent. In 1939 a Committee of - 

tion! reports from Wales that in these pover 

urban and rural communities the committee 

describable examples of over-crowding. Prim 

built in Celtic style, six to ten persons crowde 

single small room; damp, ramshackle, dil: 

houses; insufficient and unclean water — th 

things which met the eyes of the investigators. 

scribe these conditions as hardly better than 1 

vealed one hundred years ago in the congested 

great industrial centers. a 

The effects of this sort of living in land and 

may be summed up in the words of Quincy How 

so-called ‘distressed areas’—the centers of 

coal and textile industries—have received 

attention, but these districts have no more } 

the fate of England as a whole than the equ 

plight of the various backward regions has 
of the United States. What does have b 
fate of England is the physical well-bein, 

Sir John Boyd Orr, Director of the Rowe 

pee and Government, London, “March 18, 1989. 

England Expects Every American, etc., p. 5Tf.  



trition in Aberdeen, threw some 

ubject in March, 1936, when his 

Health and Income, appeared with 

tement that half the British popula- 

shed. Some four-and-a-half million 

four shillings (one dollar) a week to 

and nine million more spend only six 

imum of ten shillings a week is required 

rate diet, six shillings do not buy enough 

tables ; four shillings do not buy enough 

kind. Of the different income groups Sir 

s, ‘‘ As income increases, disease and death- 

children grow more quickly, adult stature 

eneral health and physique improve.’’ In 

boys who attend the fashionable schools of 

racy average five inches taller than the cor- 

. sons of workingmen. This condition con- 

¢ life: less than half the applicants for 

nts can pass the physical examination ... 

CRIME AND DEGENERACY 

LCOHOLISM is a concommitant upon su 

FA The fact that almost every corner of the 

to-back 

of London—of the drunken woman in the gu 

1938 Beverley Nichols writes: ‘‘In the past 

convictions for drunkenness has increased 

Gen ca | 2 

That criminal tendencies are engendered in th 

who grow up in these overcrowded tenements goe 

out saying? Orwell* shows that between 1907 

juvenile delinquency rose forty-five per cent | 

far more than half of this youthful lawlessnes: 

rise inthe slums. ‘‘Nursing sister’? ® tells of th 

mentality’? which spreads like a fungus and w 

from the living conditions. This mentality, she 

fosters every imaginable crime. Born and 

imaginably unhealthy surroundings, it is n0* 

the young girl of the slums demands somet 
the hard work drudgery and the dirt of h 

becomes a street walker. Lads and young 

thieves and petty burglars. They ga: ib 

1Joan Conquest, (An Eau-Nursing Sister). p. 48. 
2 Nichols, Beverley: News fr : 3 om E 2 19. 
® Hutt, p. 196. : eer ae 
* Orwell, pp. 51ff. 
5 Joan Conquest, p. 107.  



. Fail. and other crimes originate in 

ntionable crimes that make one shudder. 

t nements by removing the pal bar- 

-dece cy and shame destroys family ee 

mbelievable is the account of the Review of 

‘described by ‘‘nursing sister’’:? Exhibitions 

nd deformed children for an entrance fee of 

es per head are attended by crowds who thus 

y sadistic instincts, such as lie dormant in human 

‘everywhere and culminate in sadistic murderers. 

living is especially conducive to the development 

‘g base motive. Said a slum mother: ‘‘They could 

the prisons, if they would give us a chance to 

ecent conditions.’’ 

s like incest and rape are of daily occurrence 

almost all be traced to the miserable homes in 

se people are compelled to live. 

uoted above (and they could easily be 
iplied, if space and time permitted) 

hes, and labor leaders have not 

spared words and appeals,have called fo 

action for alleviation. Harly in the last cen 

philanthropists like Shaftesbury (1841), ¢ 

body (1863) and later John Ruskin (in the 
of the nineteenth century) either spent th 
tunes or worked upon wealthy and kindly spi 
viduals to contribute theirs, so that several ou 

of slum dwellers were benefited. But private p. 
thropy proved absolutely inadequate to tackle so 
problem. Local government also set to work in 

turned out to be rather haphazard undertakings 
gate the evil. Some of the worst slums were cl 
cities like Glasgow and London before the war. B: 
change of ministry was sufficient to undo what had b 
begun. 

In 1919 the ‘‘Lex Addison”’ called upon commi 
to build workingmen’s homes, with promise of 
help. This led to vast speculation and when in 19 
dison was forced to retire as minister for public w 
the state subsidies ceased and the Addison house 
mained encumbered with nine million pounds ind 
ness. The conservative government which car 
power in 1923 tried, though unsuccessfully tc 
the entire building program into the field of fi 
Petition, but at least passed the law for a ma xin 
tal for workers’ homes. This did not, however 
families who changed their residence. The" 

class received considerable ameliora 
ley Report of 1931 proved that all x]  



slum problem adequately had so far proved 

‘ve, This was the result partly of the greed of 

owners of the slum regions, partly also of the un- 

neness of the slum dwellers to give up what 

mes’? they had, before new abodes were at once 

anteed. The middle class profited, the slums showed 

mprovement. Hence in 1933 the Bishop of Lon- 

don in the course of a parliamentary debate stated that 

he had been a student of the slums of Hast London for 

orty-five years and that he could see today no appreci- 

le difference, no betterment, between the slums of 

and those of 1888.1 But the same document one 

ar later quoted Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman’s?* 

er to an impassioned demand for betterment of 

e unbearable conditions. Said the Honorable Lord: 

‘‘Housing Acts’’ of 1935-36 tried to put a stop to 

rrible overcrowding of families into single rooms 

aw that restricted the use of one-room dwellings 

persons, of two room dwellings to three inhab- 

, and demanded four to five rooms for the accom- 

ion of seven or more people. But as the execution 

s law was relegated to the time when there should 

hot of the investigation of all the slum-clearing 

g acts of the last twenty years is this: Hng- 

ring that time built—under the motto ‘‘ Down 

Iums’? —four million new houses which in 

are 

great measure redound to the benefit a : 

class of its population. The slums are almos nave 

The reason lies in the simple fact that most ot 

lation left open a loophole somewhere for capitalis 

terests ; what America calls *‘a joker.’’ In ous 

the moneyed interests are too strong and no ~~ 

ment,’’ however well-intentioned, is strong eno 

any adequate solution of this problem. ; 

Gibbs! asks the question: ‘‘ What is the ! 

Yarrow?’ Yarrow is one of the industrial spots rum 

by the modern plague of unemployment, undernou: 

ment and slum life. His answer is illuminating ar 

could be applied far more generally : Be 

‘‘Because money is more important than human | 

dent, without compunction or compassion, if it int 
feres with their own combinations and interests. ‘ 
are the inhuman agencies—a group of men arou 

ster alone owns 600 acres in the 
peutic Speaks, pp. 39668. 

utt, pp. 145ff. and Barnes, The Slum: Its St ory and Sata  



in which the Premier was attacked on 
efore his election, he had solemnly 

take up the slum problem, but that after 

hing whatever was done. Conditions in the 

. one rom bad to worse. In 1931 Harry Elmer 

ql tes a reply to a similar charge made by Mr. 

amberlain to the effect that if the government 

! on, the City Councils and Boards would feel 

y is shifted from city administrations to 

nissions, and vice versa, and nothing is done. 

33 Dean Inge? could declare that the entire 

0 f the Empire was in last analysis chaotic. 

  
APPENDIX 

Approximate Table of Slum-dwellings in 1 

EH. D. Simon: The Anti-Slum Campar: 

lings : 10,000. 

II. On the basis of very bad houses in blocks 

to-backs, ete.’’) : 100,000. | 

III. On the basis of notorious ‘‘ Manchester 5 

1,000,000. 

IV. On the basis of all houses that should 
demned : 4,000,000. 
1 London, 1988, pp. 125-6, 
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ludes INC. interests us, 

in large industrial cen- 

wded dwellings in 1935.1 
overcro 

d by actual count. It is 

which alone 

of people 

ine 

umber 
1 1ed, 

shall and Trevelyan ; Slum, London, 1935, p. 37. 

‘These figures were obta 

timated almost all other cities show similar condi- 

s). 

 



N OF THE SLUMS 

ON AND OVERCROWDING? In contrast to the foregoing table, the 

e ‘Housing Act’’ of 1935 the fol- ties and cities show a low percentage of ove’ 

umber of persons occupying a cer- 
2 

ionated space was set up: Counties including large cities. 

2 persons Per 

3 persons Isle of Wight .......0 aie a 

5 persons 
West Sussex .......0 anni 

7% persons Cambridgeshire ...cc.ssesssesseceecseeceesersereenses 

10 persons Surrey — «.....canee WON 

8 the concept “‘overcrowding’’ is formed. Soke of Peterborough ..........:ceecceeeeresee : 

with this concept the following per- 

he ow where the worst conditions of overcrowd- 

il. The percentages reveal the overcrowding 

on to the total number of inhabitants. It will Bournemouth  ...........csscsssesesssenteeseeceereee ane 

ed that the highest percentages are invariably Northampton ees covendocdedoas Soebee CeCe cece aan 

he industrial centers, the lowest in such rural Grimsby ecesccccccccccoecceececeesslew cept csesaecmman seater tea 

al districts as Surrey and Kent. Croydon ......ss:.0s0tensseeiee ee eised 

Baer: ee ; ; Oxford ois soseaestnaeenol cea secs eae : 

neluding large cities having the highest Doncaster 

RE ranged inordr. o<-  ,. (ia alee ile 

P er ¢ ent 1 Titmuss, p. 221. 

weececceseoeceenees Carer eeeeerareoeecesnssenaesereseesee 

Metropolitan Centers 

| Population, London, 1988, p. 221.  



table has been set up to estimate the 

ellings that will probably be needed in 

Wales by 1951 according to planning pro- 
Blaina .......- 

| 

BryNMA WL osssssssesceseeensecnnne
eneeen eet 

Merthyr Tydfil 

Period of Unemployment 

Of 50,437 unemployed miners in Wales: 

76 percent for longer than 1 year ; 

56 percent for longer than 2 years; 

eye ; , 
35 per cent for longer than 3 years. 

ll 
These are the official figures which are lower becat 

gene from 1931 to ag the counting is renewed after each temporary employ 

. Probable increase in number ment. Hannington reckons that in the Scotch, Wels! 
Present of families Total i S 

needs 1932-1942 1942-1951 _—needs and Middle English distressed areas, fifty percent of 1 

unemployed have been, with short periods of tempor: 

employment, without regular work for fourteen 

fifteen years. | 

23,000 5,750 42,000 

15,000 3,750 46,250 

13,500 3,400 30,400 

10,000 2,500 18,600 1 Hannington, Wal: Distressed Areas, London, 1897, pp. 16ff. 

9,000 2,250 13,850 

6,500 1,600 28,900 

ee Need of single Probable 
dwellings 1931 _increase Total 

592,400 262,000 854,400 

30,000 940,000 1,770,000  



oe 

HN OF THE SLUMS 

PLOYMENT ACCORDING TO 

PHS IN 1937-1938? 

ly Unemployed 

1,489,092. 
1,460,026. 

~ 1,406,580. 
1,305,280. 
1,245,589. 
1,116,881. 
1,136,287. 
1,148,487. 
1,138,781. 
1,215,000. 

- 1,284,386. 
~ 1,338,850. 
1,466,354. 
1,466,887. . 
1,425,596. 
1,394,315. 

of the League of Nations, 1987/8, p. 65. 

Partially or Temporarily 

Unemployed 

187,874. 
164,739. 

169,740. 
130,788. 
210,401. 

303,329. 
249,345. 

208,941. 
194,997. 

179,856. 
222,204. 
326,026. 

351,483. 

340,630. 

338,483. 

365,599. 

Ages. aoe 

14-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 64-74 Region 

North .... 63 — 77 

North 1.125 © 36 — 9G=sues 

Wales ....128 63 86 Tea 

Wales I ..136 66 108 92 

A for Bronchitis, pneumonia, ete. 

C. Heart affections. North and Nor 

Wales I respectively are the great distressed areas 

Northern England and Wales, which display the gr 

est rise in mortality percentages. ae 

THREE COUNTIES ” 

(Surrey may be considered a normal ease) 
Congenital weakness, premature 

; births, deformations, etc. 

Regions 
Durham 6382 446 186 42 
Glamorgan 632 446 186 42 
Surrey = A6D 

Infant mortality in the worst slum reriae 
1931 and 1935, reckoning 100 out of 100,0: 
for the rest of Great Britain. 

Diph- Tuber- 
theria culosis | 

North and Northeast (the 
distressed areas” 

Wales and Northwales 
(distressed areas) 

England and Wales . 
Titmuss, p, 1 

* Titmuss, p. 82 
Titmuss, p. 106,  



“Nursing 
: Jow an Ex 

REGIONS" 
Amalgamated Engineering Union, Monte rocking Revelations about 

Naked 

7 

Joan Conquest), The 

ity of women in England and Wales 
tr c ss eeu 

a 

“i Party in Perspé d don, 1931. 
y : . Attlee, C. B., The Labour : and Solution, London, = 

0 asa basis the following table shows the ef- ae ee Harry Elmer, The Slum, tts Story 1 the British Empire, New 

ercrowding and slum living upon the mortality Briffault, Robert, The Decline and Fall 0 

Tn explanation it should be added that Lon- York, 1938. d, London, 1932. 
+s Brockway, Hungry England, ; g 

ains a mixture of slum and decent living quar- Conquest, Joan (seo “An Ex-Nursing Sister”). 

Hertfordshire is fairly free of slums, that the Distressed Areas (see Report of the Labor 

ons listed may be called ‘‘straight slum dis- don, 1937). 
i i - -89, London. 

isti iod of 1931 to 1935 
Empire Social Hygiene Year Book, mee 39, 

ese statistics cover the period 0 0 ; Eeyire Sool Se 

Fabian Tracts. : » jones 

Age groups of the women 
Fairbridge, Kingsley, A ae . ee sone 

b e Na . 5 : 

2 ears and over Freemantle, F. E., The Housing 0 

a = a = 2 z : 
Gibbs, Philip H., England Speaks, London, 1935. 

97 Glasgow Health Report, 1931. “ 

73 Gollan, John, Youth in British Industry, London, 1937. oa 

Green, F. W., A History of the English Agricultural Labourer, 1870 to 

1920, London, 1927. 

; Hammon, J. L. and Barbara, The Skilled Labourer, 1760 to 1832, Lon- 
94 don, 1937. ; aee 

Hannington, W., The Problem of the Distressed Areas, London, 1937. 
Hansard’s Parliamentary Debates. 
Health and Government. 

Howe, Quincey, 
York, 1937. 
eine Allen, The Condition of the Working Class in Britain, Lond 

England Expects Every American to do his Duty, New 

Inge, (Dean), England, London, 1933, 
Islington Health Report, 1931. 
Kuezynski, J., Hunger and W fee 
nas AB eat cay ork, Statistical Studies, London, 19 

Labour Bureau (The International), Geneva, 1931 . % 
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Paris, 1850. 

ondon, 1903. 
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Slum, London, 1933. 
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> 

and Public Health, London, 1936. 

Wigan Pier, London, 1937. 

..., London, 1936. 

Feet of Clay, Paris, 1899. 
la, The Colossus on 

and Slum Clearance in London, 
‘Ismay Golgie, Housing 

+ Mondes, Paris, 1870. 

Proceedings at the 68th Annual Trade Un ion Congress, Lon- 

bour Party's Commission, 1937, Cmd. 5641, London, 

ery Foreign Affairs, London, 1938. 

The Man of Destiny, London, 1931; “Widowers’ Houses”. 

The Anti-Slum Campaign, London, 1933. 

., Poverty and Population, London, 1938. 

Dying Lands, London, 1938. 

n, The Town that was Murdered, London, 1939. 
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lysis is based in part on the researches of F. M. Ren- 

ches Wohnungslend, Published by the Author, 1940. 
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